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FOREWORD 

I gladly undertake the pleasant task of writing a 
Foreword to Mr. Hewitt’s book on the Law relating to 
Public Libraries. Such a work has long been needed. 
The Law upon the subject is contained in an Act of 
Parliament passed in 1892 and in four subsequent Statutes. 
It is also affected to some extent by various Statutory 
Rules and Orders and by the Rating and Valuation Act 
of 1925. 

In 1927 an extremely interesting and valuable Report 
of a Departmental Committee appointed by the President 
of the Board of Education was published. In that Report 
the members of the Committee strongly urged that legisla- 
tive sanction should be given without delay to their recom- 
mendations as to the vital necessity of combination and 
co-operation, and many other important matters relating 
to Public Libraries. As these recommendations have not 
yet received the attention of Parliament, it would be well 
that those who administer Public Libraries should appreciate 
not only the existing law, but also the suggested alterations 
therein. 

I do not propose to discuss the matters so clearly set 
out in this book — ^I prefer to emphasise the following 
points : 

(1) That the subject is of real importance; 

(2) That public interest therein is increasing rapidly; 

(3) That the provision of Public Libraries is vital to the 

people; and 

(4) That, as a consequence, the status of Librarians has 

been greatly enhanced within the last few years. 

The 1927 Report, to which I have already referred, 
contains the following statement : — 

“ The public hbraries in the great cities, and in 
many urban areas of medium size, have developed 
notably during the last generation, and have estab- 
lished themselves as an indispensable element in the 
life of the community. They provide information 
essential for the progress of commerce and industry; 
they make research possible in every department of 
int^ectual life; they aid solitary students in their 
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investigations; they provide relaxation and refresh- 
ment for every class of the population. They are 
administered by men who, working often with little 
public encouragement, with very limited means, and 
with scanty personal remuneration, have by their 
enthusiasm built up a great organisation, and have 
created a demand by furnishing a supply. There was 
a time when the public response to these efforts was 
disappointing; but that time is passing away. The 
public interest in libraries has greatly increased, and 
we believe there is now a far healthier belief in the 
value of knowledge, and in the importance of intel- 
lectual life, in all the busy centres of national activity, 
than in any previous period of our history. In such 
centres the public library is no longer regarded as 
a means of providing casual recreation of an innocent 
but somewhat unimportant character; it is recognised 
as an engine of great potentialities for national welfare, 
and as the essential foundation for the progress in 
education and culture without which no people can 
hold its own in the struggle for existence. All that 
we have to say as to the means by which the urban 
libraries can be strengthened and made yet more 
efficient is based upon our recognition of the existence 
of a large number of active libraries, and on our belief 
that the public appreciation of their importance is 
steadily growing.’’ 

The fact must not be overlooked that particular Classes 
need Special Libraries. Consider the pressing requirements 
of those who work in large commercial centres; of those 
who are employed in our manufacturing towns; of those 
who are engaged in Besearch Work connected with Science, 
Medicine, Law, Theology or Architecture; of the villagers 
in agricultural areas ; of those “ that go down to the sea in 
ships ” ; and, lastly, of those who are afflicted with blind- 
ness. Already there are a few large Commercial Libraries ; 
notably in the Guildhall of the City of London, and in 
Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham and Leeds. 

There are also important Technical Collections at Coventry, 
Leeds, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and there is a valuable 
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Minin g Collection at Wigan, These, however, are all too 
few ; more are sorely needed, especially by those interested 
in Agricnltnre, Textiles and Engineering. 

The spread of education has created a demand by the 
people for more Public Lribraries. As a result there has 
been a great development in the provision of the facilities 
required. 

But Libraries demand Librairians. Year by year it is 
increasingly recognised that Librarians are Members of 
a learned profession. The ojOBice of a Librarian demands 
not merely a hberal education and wide culture, but also 
the ability to give wise guidance in the selection of books 
to those who seek advice. Just as a Teacher is trained, so 
must a Librarian be trained. The Universities and the 
Library Association have recently done much to raise the 
status of Librarians to a level comparable with that of the 
Teaching Staff. 

To Mr, Arthur B. Hewitt the preparation of this work 
has been a labour of love; he knows his subject; he has 
made it clear ; he has shown what Parliament has enacted ; 
he has pointed out what the High Court has said when 
interpreting the Statutes; and he has given a complete 
statement of the law up to date. 

His book should prove of real value to Librarians, to 
Local Authorities charged with the administration of Public 
Libraries, and to Parliamentary Draughtsmen when altera- 
tions in the Law are under consideration. 


Aprils 1930 . 


ALEBED TOBIN. 




PEEFACE 


This book is intended as a handbook for the use of 
Librarians, Local Authorities and others responsible for the 
administration of libraries as well as a guide for the use of 
students of library law. It was decided to undertake 
the compilation of this work after reading the chapter 
on library law in the Government Report on Public 
Libraries in England and Wales, 1927,* in which the diffi- 
culties of consultation of the various Acts are freely admitted, 
one phrase in particular standing out from the rest, viz. : 

Each successive Act has effected modifications or repeals 
in earlier Acts, and important provisions have found their 
way into an obscure Statutory Rule and Order, so that it 
is a matter of great difficulty to find out, except after 
considerable research, the precise state of the law in regard 
to many matters of importance.” It is hoped that this 
work will fill the want implied by this statement; the 
statutes themselves, together with all the Statutory Rules 
and Orders and other legislation, have been reprinted with 
annotations and notes, the repeals being clearly indicated 
by the use of italic type, so that the law as shown here is 
the law in force at the time of going to press. The law 
relating to museums has also been included. It is also 
hoped that the information may be of use to parliamentary 
draughtsmen when the task of consolidating the law on the 
subject is xmdertaken — a measure which is aheady overdue. 

Very few cases on library law have been decided by the 
High Court, and it has been thought necessary to select 
only a few of the more important decisions, as this book 
is intended to be purely a statement of statutory law. 

In some instances Acts, not included in the work (c.gr., 
the Land Clauses Consolidation Acts), are mentioned in 
the principal Acts and subsidiary legislation, and for these 
reference should be made to the Public General Acts, issued 
annually, or the latest edition of the Statutes Revised, both 
published by Authority. All the most recent legislation 
has been included, and, stiU further to increase the utility 
of the work, the law governing the supply of books to 
certain libraries under the Copyright Acts has also been 


♦ Command paper. No. Cmd. 2S68, 1927 (H.M.S.O.). 
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incorporated. In each, part of the book a chronological 
arrangement has been adopted so as to avoid the splitting 
np of the statutes. The bibliography of library law at the 
end of the book comprises only textbooks dealing with the 
subject ; papers in the various professional and other journals 
are not included. 

The Author desires to express his sincere thanks to His 
Honour Judge Sir Alfred Tobin, K.C., for so kindly 
consenting to write a Foreword. His thanks are also due 
to Mr. H. A. C. Sturgess, Librarian and Keeper of the 
Records of the Middle Temple, and to Mr. F. Seymour 
Smith, A.L.A., Deputy Librarian of the Hornsey Public 
Libraries, for much encouragement and assistance, and 
many helpful suggestions. 

ARTHUR R. HEWITT. 

Middle Temple, 

April, 1930. 
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An Act to consolidate and amend the Law relating to 

Public libraries. [27th June 1892.] 

Adoption of Act and Constitution of Library Authority. 

EXTENT AND APPLICATION OP ACT. 

1* — (I) This Act shall extend to every library district for 
which it is adopted. 

^ (2) For the purposes of this Act and subject to the pro- 
visions thereof every urban district and every parish in 
England and Wales which is not within an urban district^ 
shall be a library district. 


■rs 9^® London Government Act, 1899, b. 4, post, 

p. 84. For deamtxon of -orban digtaiet,** see e. 27, ^ > 
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(3) This Act shall have effect as regards any parish which is 
partly within and partly without an urban district as if the 
part which is without the district were a separate parish^ and 
the overseers for the parish shall be deemed far the purposes of 
this Act to be the overseers for that part} 


LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDITURE FOE PURPOSES 
OF ACT. 

2. — (1) A rate or addition to a rate shall not be levied for 
the purposes of this Act for any one financial year^ in any 
library district to an amount exceeding one penny in the pound. 

(2) This Act may he adopted for any library district subject 
to a condition that the maximum rate or addition to a rate to be 
levied for the purposes of this Act in the district or in any 
defined portion of the district in any one financial year shall not 
exceed one halfpenny or shall not exceed three farthings in the 
pounds but such limitation if fixed at one halfpenny may be 
subsequently raised to three farthings, or oltogther removed, or 
where it is for the time being fixed at three farthings may be 
removed} 


PROCEEDINGS FOR ADOPTION OP ACT. 

With respect to — 

(а) the adoption of this Act for any library district ; and 

(б) the fixing, raising, and removing of any limitation on 

the maximum rate to be levied for the purposes of 
this Act ; and 


(1) Repealed, Local Govenuneat Act, 1894, s. 89 and 2nd sch., which was 
its^ repealed by the Statute Law Reyision Act, 1908 ; as to the srepeal of repealinff 
enactments, see note on p- 1, oin-te. 

(2) The expression “ financial year ” means the period of twelve months for 
which the accoxmts of a lihrary authority are made up (s. 2 7 ) . As to this expression 
see also s- 10 of the Pnblic Libraries Act, 1919, posU P- 43. 

(3) Repealed, Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 11 (2) and sch. _ As to limitation, 
see 8. 4 and also footnote (2) to proviso of s. 1 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, 

PP- 38, 40. Before the rate limitation was removed by the Act of 1919, the 
limit was extended for some loo^ties by a local Act, e.( 7 ., Coventry <8ee Coventry 


Corporation Act, 1911, ch- viii, s. 46). ^ , .. 

(4) The whole of s. 3 is repealed, so far as relates to Urban districts, ^ the 
PubHc Libraries (Amend.) Act, 1893, s. 2 (2). It is also repealed by the Public 
Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14 and sch. so far as it is inconsistent with that Act. For 
adoption in rural districts, see s- 7 of the Local Government Act, 1894, post, 
p. 74; and in urban districts see s. 2 of the Act of 1893* 
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(c) the ascertaining of the opinion of the voters with respect 
to any matter for which their consent is required 
under this Act 


the following provisions shall have effect ; that is to say, 

(1) Any ten or more voters in the library district may address 

a requisition in writing to the authority hereafter in 
this section mentioned requiring that authority to 
ascertain the opinion of the voters in the district with 
respect to the question or questions stated in the 
requisition : [Provided that where the library district 
is a municipal borough the requisition may be made 
by the council of the borough 

(2) On receipt of the requisition the said authority shall 

proceed to ascertain by means of voting papers the 
opinion of the voters with respect to the said question 
or questions ; but the said authority shall not ascertain 
the opinion of the voters on any question with respect 
to the limitation of the rate unless required to do so by 
the requisition, [or with respect to any limitation of the 
rate other than the limitations specified in this Act ;]® 

(3) The procedure for ascertaining the opinion of the voters 

shall be in accordance with the regulations contained 
in the First Schedule to this Act ; and those regulations 
shaU have effect as if they were enacted in the body of 
this Act 


(4) Every question so submitted to the voters shall be decided 

by the majority of answers to that question recorded on 
the valid voting papers, and where the majority of those 
answers are in favour of the adoption of this Act the 
same shall forthwith, on the result of the poll being 
made public, be deemed to be adopted : 

(5) Where the opinion of the voters in any library district is 

ascertained upon the question as to the adoption of 
this Act, or upon a question as to the limitation of the 
rede, no further proceeding shall be taken for ascertain- 


If 1-1?^ Local Board, (C.A.) L.R. 8 Q.B.D. 459, 

demand a poU of the voters in the matter 
adoption is now, of course, obsolete (see note (1) to 
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ing the opinion of the voters until the expiration of 
one year at least from the day when the opinion of 
the voters was Icbst ascertained, that is to say, the day on 
which the voting papers were collected : 

(6) The authority to ascertain the opinion of the voters for 
the purposes of this section shall be {in a municipal 
borough the mayor, and in any other urban district 
the chairman of the urban authority, and"^ in a parish 
the overseers. 

ACT WHEN ADOPTED TO BE EXECUTED BY LIBRABY 
AUTHORITY. 

4. This Act when adopted for any library district shall be 
carried into execution, if the library district is an urban 
district by the urban authority,^ and, if it is a parish, by the 
commissioners appointed under this Act® ; and any such 
authority or commissioners executing this Act are herein- 
after referred to as a library authority.” 

OONSTITUTIOX OP COMMISSIOXEBS POR EXECUTIHG 
ACT ESr PARISH. 

6, — (1) Where this Act is adopted for any parish the 
vestry^ shall forthwith appoint not less than three or more 
than nine voters in the parish to be commissioners for 
carrying this Act into execution.® 

(2) The commissioners shall be a body corporate by the 
name of '' The Commissioners for Pubhc Libraries and 
Museums for the parish of , in the county of 

and shall have perpetual succession and a 
common seal, with power to acquire and hold lands for the 
purposes of this Act, without any licence in mortmain. 

ROTATION OP COMMISSIONERS. 

6 . — (1) The commissioners shall, as soon as conveniently 
may be after their appointment, divide themselves by 

(1) The words ** in a mnaicipal horoiairh ** to “ urban authority, and ” in 
brackets were repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. 

(2> For definition of ** urban authority,” see s, 27, vast. 

(3) The Library Authority in a parish is now the parish council, see Local 
Government Act, 1894, s. 7, post, p. 74, or if there is no parish council the 
parish meeting may appoint commissioners. 

(4) Parish meeting. 

(5) For QuaJification of Commissioners, see Local Government Act, 1894* 
s. 46* pQstf p. 77, and the Public Libraries Act* 1901, s. 2, post, p. 31. 
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agreement, or in default of agreement by ballot, into three 
classes, one third or as nearly as may be one third of them 
being in each class. 

(2) The offices of the first class shall be vacated at the 
expiration of one year, the offices of the second class at the 
expiration of two years, and the offices of the third class at 
the expiration of three years from the time of their appoint- 
ment. 

(3) The offices of vacating commissioners shall be filled 
by an equal number of new commissioners to be appointed 
by the v^try from among the voters in the parish; and 
every newly elected commissioner shall hold his office for 
the term of three years from the date when the office became 
vacant, and no longer, unless re-elected ; but a person, on 
ceasing to be a commissioner, shall, unless disqualified, be 
re-eligible. 

(4) Any casual vacancy among the commissioners, whether 
arising by death, resignation, incapacity, or otherwise, shall 
as soon as may be after the occurrence thereof be fille d up 
by the vestry’^; but the term of office of a commissioner 
appointed to fiU. up a casual vacancy shall expire at the 
date at which the term of office of the commissioner in whose 
place he is appointed would have expired. 

MBBTENGS OE COMMISSIOHBES. 

7. The co mmis sioners shall meet at least once in every 
month, and at such other times as they thinlc fit, at some 
convenient place ; and any one commissioner may summon 
a special meeting by giving three clear days’ notice in writing 
to each commissioner, specifying therein the purpose for 
which the meetii^ is called. Business shall not be transacted 
at any meeting of the cotomissioners unless at least two of 
them are present. 

ekoobedhtgs oe coMaassioinBBs to be eeoobded. 

8. All orders and proceedings of the commissioners gha ll be 
entered in books to be kept for that purpose, and shall be 
signed by the commissioners or any two of them; and all 


(1) Palish meetingr or council. 
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such orders and proceedings so entered, and purporting to 
be so signed, shall be deemed to be original orders and 
proceedings, and such books may be produced and read as 
evidence of all such orders and proceedings upon any judicial 
proceeding. 

POWER TO VESTRIES OP aSTEIGHBOITRING PARISHES TO 

COMBINE. 

9* — (1) Where this Act is adopted for any two or more 
neighbouring parishes, the vestries^ of those parishes may by 
agreement combine for any period in carrying this Act into 
execution^, and the expenses of carrying this Act into 
execution shall be defrayed by the parishes in such pro- 
portions as may be agreed on by the vestries.® 

(2) The vestry^ of each of the said parishes shall appoint 
not more than six commissioners in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act, and the commissioners so appointed 
for the several parishes shall form one body of commissioners 
and shall act accordingly in the execution of this Act. 

POWER TO ANNEX PARISH TO ADJOINING DISTRICT. 

10 . Where the voters in a parish adjoining or near any 
library district for which either this Act has been adopted, 
or the adoption thereof is contemplated, consent to such 
parish being annexed to the said district, such parish, 
subject to the consent of the library authority of the said 
district being also given, shall be annexed to and form part 
of that district for the purposes of this Act ; the vestry of 
such parish shall appoint not more than six commissioners 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and the 
commissioners so from time to time appointed shall during 
their respective terms of oflSce be deemed for all the purposes 
of this Act to be members of the library authority of the 
said district.^ 


AO uu uuJjaujLUOiULVu, u;y vuoujtxwuos ujuc? 

> 4, post, p. 27. See also s. 5 of th,e Pablic Libraries Act, 1901, post, p. 33 
(4) The financial provisions governing this section axe contained xn s. 


1) Parish meeting or conncfil. 

,2) As to termination of agreement, see s. 24, post. 

(3) As to combination by Urban districts, see the Public Libraries Act, 1893, 
" ‘ ' Ibrajies Act. 1901. noaf, p. 32. 

18 (3), 


post. 
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Ezecation of Act. 

PEOTlSrOSr op UCSIlARrES, ll^nJSETJMS, AND SCHOOLS 
OF SCIENCE AND ART. 

11. — (1) The library authority of any library district for 
which this Act has been adopted may, subject to the pro- 
visions of this Act, provide all or any of the following institu- 
tions, namely, public libraries, public museums, schools for 
science,^ art galleries, and schools for art,^ and for that 
purpose may purchase and hire land, and erect, take down, 
rebuild, alter, repair, and extend buildings, and fit up, 
furnish, and supply the same with all requisite furniture, 
fittings, and conveniences. 

(2) \^ere any of the institutions mentioned in this 
section has been established either before or after the passing 
of this Act by any library authority under this Act or the 
Acts hereby repealed, that authority may establish in 
connexion therewith any other of the said institutions 
without further proceedings being taken with respect to the 
adoption of this Act. 

(3) No charge shall be made for admission to a library or 
museum^ provided under this Act for any library district, 
or, in the case of a lending library, for the use thereof by 
the inhabitants of the district; but the library authority, 
if they think fit, may grant the use of a lending library to 
persons not being inhabitants of the district, either gratui- 
tously or for payment. 

PROVISION AS TO ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL OF 
LAND. 

12. — (1) For the purpose of the purchase of land under 
this Act by a library authority the Lands Clauses Acts,® 
with the exception of the provisions relating to the purchase 
of land otherwise than by agreement, shall be incorporated 
with this Act.* 

(1) Power to provide schools for Science or for Art repealed, without prejudice 
to emsting- schools, br s. 8 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, post, p. 42. 

Mosemns and GynmasimaB Act. 1891, post, p. 68. 

<3) Viz., Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845; Lands Clauses Consolidation 
A^ Axaendment Act, 1860; Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1869; Lands 
Clauaes (Umpire) Act, 1883 ; and the Lands Clauses (Taxation of Costs) Act, 1895. 
The L^^ Clauses Acts were materially afCected by the Law of Property Amend- 
ment Acts of 1925. 
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(2) The library authority of any library' district which is 
8n urban district may with the sanction of the Local Govern- 
ment Board [Ministry of Health]^ appropriate for the pur- 
poses of this Act any land which is vested in that authority. 

(3) A library authority may with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board [Board of Education]^ sell any land 
vested in them for the purposes of this Act, or exchange any 
such land for other land better adapted for those purposes, 
and the money arising from the sale or received by way of 
equality of exchange, shall be applied in or towards the 
purchase of other land better adapted for the said purposes, 
or may be applied for any purpose for which capital money 
may be applied, and which is approved by the Local Govern- 
ment Board [Board of Education].^ 

(4) A library authority may let a house or building, or 
any part thereof, or any land vested in them for the purposes 
of the Act, which is not at the time of such letting required 
for those purposes, and shall apply the rents and profits 
thereof for the purposes of this Act.® 

POWER TO GRANT CHARITY LAIS^D EOR PURPOSES OF THIS ACT. 

13 , — (1) Any person holding land for ecclesiastical, 
parochial, or charitable purposes may, subject as herein- 
after provided, grant or convey, by way of gift, sale, or 
exchange, for any of the purposes of this Act any quantity 
of such land, not exceeding in any one case one acre, in any 
manner vested in such person, 

(2) Provided that — 

{a) ecclesiastical property shall not be granted or con- 
veyed for those purposes without the consent of 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners; and 

(6) parochial property shall not be so granted or con- 
veyed save by the board of gimrdians of the poor law 
union comprising the parish to which the property 

(1) Now the Ministry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 19X9, s. 3 <1) (a), 
VosU p. 102. 

(2) Now the Board of Education, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a), 
post, p, 102, and S.R.O., 1920, No. 810, post, p. 103. 

(3) A library authority may not use library premises for purposes other than 
that of a public library (see AUorrvey-Genercd v. Westminster City Corporation, 
(C.A0 [1924] 2 Ch. 416). 
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belongs, or^ without the consent of the Local 6ovem- 
Board [Ministry of Health] f and 

(c) other charitable property shall not be so granted or 

conveyed without the consent of the Charity Com- 
missioners; and 

(d) the land taken in exchange or the money received for 

such sale shall be held on the same trusts as the 
land exchanged or sold ; and 

(e) land situated in the administrative county of London, 

or in any urban district containmg according to the 
last published census for the time being over 
twenty thousand inhabitants, which is held on 
trusts to be preserved as an open space, or on trusts 
which prohibit building thereon, shall not be 
granted or conveyed for the purposes of this Act. 

(3) Any land granted or conveyed to any library authority 
under this section may be held by that authority without 
any licence in mortmain. 


VESTING OE EEOPEETY Eff LIBEARY ATTTHOEITY. 

14. AH land appropriated, purchased, or rented, and all 
other real and personal property presented to or purchased 
or acquired for any library, museum, art gallery, or school 
under this Act shall be vested in the library authority. 


MANAGEMENT OE LIBRAEIES, BTC. BY LEBBAEY AtJTHOEITY 
OB COMMITTEE. 


16. — (1) The general management, regulation, and control 
of every library, museum, art gallery, and school® provided 
under this Act shall be vested in and exercised by the library 
authority, and that authority may provide therein books, 
newspapers, maps, and specimens of art and science, and 
cause the same to be bound and repaired when necessary. 

(2) The library authority may also appoint salaried 
ofiScers and servants, and (^miss them, and make regula- 


(1) Kepe^d as from the 1st April, 1930, hy the Local Government Act, 1929, 
s. 137 and 12th sch. (part vii). By the Local Government Act, 1929, the fimctiona 
of poor law authoiities were transferred to the coimcU of the county or county 
oompiising’ the area for which the poor law authority acted. 

Ministry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a), 
posf, p. 102, \ \ 

4 . (3) provide schools for science or for art repealed, without prejudice 

to existing schools, hy s. 8 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, post, p. 42, 
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tions^ for the safety and use of every library, museum, 
gallery, and school under their control, and for the admission 
of the public thereto, 

(3) Provided that a library authority being an urban 
authority may if they think fit appoint a committee and 
delegate to it all or any of their powers and duties under 
this section, and the said committee shall to the extent 
of such delegation be deemed to be the library authority.^ 
Persons appointed to be members of the committee need 
not be members of the urban authority.^ 


POWEB TO IJBBARY AUTHORITIES TO 3V1AKB AOBEEMENTS 
FOR USE or LTBRABY. 

16. — (1) The commissioners separately appointed far any 
two or more parishes for which this Act has been adopted may 
with the consent of the voters in each of those parishes agree 
to share in such proportioyis and for such period as may be 
determined by the agreeme^it the cost of the purchase^ erection, 
repair, and maintenance of any library building situate in 
one of those parishes, and also the cost of the purchase of 
books and newspapers for such library, and all other expenses 
connected with the same.^ 

(2) The library authority of any library district may 
with the consent of the voters® in the district and of the 
Charity Commissioners [Board of Education]® make the 
like agreement with the governing body of any library, 
established or maintained out of funds subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Charity Commissioners,^ and situate in 
or near the library district, and, in case of inability, 
objection, or failure on the part of the governing body to 
enter into such agreement, the Charity Commissioners 


(1) As to byelaws, see s. 3 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901. See also Public 
Health Act, 1875, ss. 189-186, post, p. 47. See also Museums and Oynmasiuzns 
Act, 1891, s. 7, post, p, 70. For set of Model Byelaws see p. 129, jfost. 

(2) For Committees in Metropolitan boroughs, see London Govermnent Act, 
1899, B. 8, post, p. 85 ; for combined districts, see Public Libraries Amendment 
Act, 1893, 8. 4, post, p. 27 ; and for county councils, see Public liibraj;ies Act, 
1919, s. 3 (1), j^st, p. 39. 

(3) See also JLiondon Government Act, 1899, s. 8 <1), post, p. 85. 

(4) S. 16 (1) was repealed by the Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14, and was 
re-enacted by s. 5 of that Act. 

(5) The consent of the voters is now no longer required. See s. 2 (1) (ii) at the 
Act of 1893, post, p. 26. 

(6) Certain powers were transferred to the Board of Education from the Ohaiifcy 
Commissioners by the Board of Education (Powers) Order-in-Gouncil, 1902, 
post, p. 101. 
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[Board of Education]^ may, if they think fit, become party 
to the agreement on behalf of the governing body. 

(3) This section shall apply, with the necessary modifi- 
cations, to a museum, school for science,® art gallery, or 
school for art® in like manner as to a library. 

POWER TO UBRABY ATJTHOKIT'X' TO ACCEPT 
PABIXAMENTABY GEAHT. 

17. Where a library authority accepts a grant out of 
money provided by Parhament from the Department of 
Science and Art [Board of Education]® towards the purchase 
of the site, or the erection, enlargement, or repair, of any 
school for science and art, or school for science, or school 
for art, or of the residence of a teacher in any such school 
or towards the furnishing of any such school, that authority 
may accept the grant upon the conditions prescribed by 
the [Board of Education]® and may execute any instruments 
required by [the Board] for carrying into effect those 
conditions, and upon pa;^ent of the grant shall be bound 
by such conditions and instruments, and have power and 
be bound to fulfil and observe the same.® 

Financial Positions.^ 

BXEEESES OP UCBBABY AUTHOETTY HOW DEPEAYBD. 

18. — (1) The expenses incurred in a library district in 
and incidental to the execution of this Act,® including all 


(1) Oertsto powers we tWDSfetiea to the Board of EdueaHon from the Charity 
CtommlsaiQners hr the Board of Education (Powers) Order-ln-CoTinoil, 1902, 
post, 101. 

(2) 2ower to pro-vide schools for science or for art repealed, without prejudice 
to existmg schools, by s. 8 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, post, p. 42 

(3) Powers tr^^e^d from the Department of Science and Art by the Board 
of Bdncatim Act, 1899, s. 2. 

(4) It might he here rmntioned that public libraries are not exempt from the 

payment of rates (see Liverpool Corporation v. West Derbv Union. ri905^ 
§1 T L.R. 469 : 3 ^ 647, etc.). It has been said that some UhraiS^^aSthoii^^^^^ 

avoid the payment of local rates, but it seems that there is no statutory authority 
for this. 

<5) Itis tttQa'P^Enl to toclndein these expenses the costs of any lectures which 
may be prodded by the l^rary authority, there being no statutory provision 
^wi^ such e::^enses to he meurred. Many library authorities overcome this 
alfflcmty by defraying such expenses out of monies received by way of fines 
or by toe sale of books, etc., md in some cases the costs are met out of the 
borough fund, the auditors allo^ng such items, provided of course that thev 
are not ex^ssive. to some localities, the library authority is empowered under 
a local Act to provide lectures and make a charge lor admission 
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expenses in connexion with ascertaining the opinion of the 
voters in the district, may be defrayed, — 

(a) where the library district is a municipal borough, out 

of the borough fund or borough rate, or a separate 
rate to be made, assessed, and levied in like manner 
as the borough rate ; and 

(b) where the library district is an urban district other 

than a borough, out of the rate applicable to the 
general expenses incurred in the execution of the 
Public Health Acts, or a separate rate to be made, 
assessed, and levied in like manner as the rate so 
applicable ; and 

(c) where the library district is a parish, out of a rate to be 

raised xoith and as part of the poor rate, subject, 
however, to this qualification, that every perscm 
assessed to the poor rate in the said parish in respect 
of lands used as arable, meadow, or pasture ground 
only, or as woodlands err market gardens, or nursery 
grounds, shall be entitled to an allowance of two thirds 
of the sum assessed upon him in respect of those lands 
for the purposes of this Act^ 

(2) Where the library district is a parish, and is not corn- 
bined with any other parish for the execution of this Act, then — 

(i) such amount only shall be raised out of a rate far the 
purposes of this Act as is from time to time sanctioned 
by the vestry of the parish ; and 

(ii) the vestry to be called for the purpose of sanctioning the 

amount shall be convened in the manner usual in 
the parish; and 

(iii) the amount for the time being proposed to be raised for 

the purposes of this Act shall be expressed in the notice 
convening the vestry, and {if sanctioned) shall be paid 
according to the order of the vestry to such person 
as may be appointed by the library authority to receive 
it ; and 

(1) Subsection (1) (c) repealed by the Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, ss. 2, 
69 and 8tb schedule, and by S-R.O., 1927, No. 90, post, pp- 97-99. As to how 
expenses in parishes may be defrayed, see Eating and Valuation Act, 1925, 
s. 2 (6), post, p. 97, and see also ss, 7 (6) and 11 of the Local Government Act, 
1894, post, pp. 74-75, 

B 
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(iv) in the notices requiring the payment of the rate there 
shall be slated the proportion which the amount to be 
thereby raised for the purposes of this Act bears to the 
total amount of the rate}- 

(3) Where a parish or a part of a parish is annexed in 
pureuance of this Act^ to any library district, so much of the 
said expenses as is chargeable to such parish or part shall 
be defrayed in like manner as if such parish or part were a 
separate hbrary district, but the, sanction of the vestry shaU 
not be required for raising the sums from time to time due from 
the parish for meeting those expense} 


BOEEOWTNG BY UBRAEY ATJTHOEITY.* 

19. — (1) Every library authority, with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board [Ministry of Health]® and in the 
case of a library authority being commissioners appointed 
for a parish, with the sanction also of the vestry® of such 
parish, may borrow money for the purposes of this Act on 
the security of any fund or rate applicable for those purposes. 

(2) Sections two hundred and thirty-three, two hundred 
and thirty-four, and two hundred and thirty-six to two 
hundred and thMy-nine, both inclusive, of the Public Health 
Act, 1875,’ relating to borrowing by a local authority shall 
apply, with the necessary modifications, to all money 
borrowed by any library authority for the pui^poses of this 
Act, as if the library authority were an urban authority, and 
as if references to this Act were substituted in those sections 


(1) Subsection (2) repealed by the Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14 and schedule. 
pqst» p. 35. As to expenses in combined parishes, see s. 6 of the Act of 1901, 
which replaces subsection (2) and part of subsection (3) of the above Act. 

(2) Sees. 10, anie.p. 11. 

(3) The words ** but the sanction to “ those expenses ” repealed by the 
Pnbhe Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14 and sch., post, p. 35. Sanction to raise sums 

^ every tenth year after; see s. 6 of the Act of 1901. 

(4) The normal periods allowed for the purposes of repayment of loans 
are : — 


For erection of buildings, including extensions and 

alterations -.-30 years. 

For furniture and fittings 15 years. 

, JFor books 5 years. 

The term permanent works ” when used with regard to libraries may be taken 
as nmaning works appertaining to the structure of the buildings. It should be 
noted, that^loans are sanctioned for alterations. 

.Li. information relating to the repayment of loans has been supplied by 

the comtesy of the Minister of Health.) 

(3) Now tihe Ministry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (o), 

posit p. 102. 

parish meeting, se^ the XiQcal Government Act, 1894, s. 7, posf, 
(7) See post. n. 4ft. 
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and in the forms therein mentioned for references to the 
Public Health Act, 1875. 

(3) The Public Works Loan Commissioners^ may in 
manner provided by the Public Works Loans Act, 1875, 
lend any money which may be borrowed by a library 
authority for the purposes of this Act.^ 

ACCOraTS AUDIT.® 

20. — (1) Separate accounts shall be kept of the receipts 
and expenditure under this Act of every library authority 
and their officers, and those accounts shall be auffited in like 
manner and with the like incidents and consequences, in 
the case of a library authority being an urban authority, 
and of their officers, as the accounts of the receipts and 
expenditure of that authority and their officers under the 
Public Health Acts.^ 

(2) The accounts of the receipts and expenditure of a 
library authority being commissioners appointed under this 
Act, and of their officers, shall be audited yearly by a district 
auditor in like manner and with the like incidents and 
consequences as in the case of an audit under the Acts 
relating to the relief of the poor, and those commissioners 
shall be a local authority within the meaning of the District 
Auditors Act, 1879,® 

(3) The accounts of the receipts and expenditure under 
this Act of any library authority other than the council of a 
municipal borough shall be open at all reasonable times to 
the inspection, free of charge, of any ratepayer in the library 


(1) The Public Loan Commissioners is a body established by the Public Works 
Loans Act, 1S75, the oommlsaioners themselves being appointed, from time to 
time, by Act of Parliament (s. 4). This body has the power, at their discretion, 
to grant loans out of public money to local anthorities for the purpose of various 
public works (s. 9). The commissioners, before advancing any money, require 
some security for repayment, usually a mortgage of property or of a rate or of both 

^^*(2)^ As to loans to coimty anthorities, see s. 1 (3) of the Public Libraries Act, 
1919, post, p. 37. Borrowing powers of parish councils are also controlled by 
the Local Government Act, 1894, ss. 11 and 12, post, p. 75, 

(3) As to the audit of accounts, see also the following : — ^Public Health Act, 

1875, ss. 245-250 (Urban and Rural Districts Councils), post, p. 53; District 
Auditors Act, 1879, post, p. 58; Municipal Corporations Act, 1882. ss. 25-28 
(Municipal corporations), post, p. 63; Local Government Act, 1888, s. 71 
(County Councils), post, p- 67; and the Local Government Act, 1894, s. 58 
(District and Parish Councus), post, p. 81. ^ 

(4) See ss. 245 to 250 of the Public Health Act, 1875, post, p. 37. 

(5) According to this Act, (s. 8), “ local authority ” means any person or body 
of persons who receive and expend any local rate, but does not include ovenseem 
of the poor, post, p. 61 ; (Overseers of the poor have now been abolished.) 
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district, and any such ratepayer may without charge make 
copies of and extracts from those accounts; and if any 
library authority or any person being a member thereof 
or employed by them and having the custody of the accounts 
fails to allow the accounts to be inspected, or copies or 
extracts to be made, as required by this section, such 
authority or person shall for each offence be liable on sum- 
mary conviction in manner provided by the Summary 
Jurisdiction Acts to a fine not exceeding five pounds. 


Provisions affecting London only. 

APPLICATION- OF ACT TO CITY OF LONDON. 

21. — (1) The city of London shall be a library district, 
and on this Act being adopted for the city, the common 
council^ shall be the library authority. 

(2) The opinion of the voters in the city of London with 
respect to any question under this Act shall be ascertained 
by the mayor on the requisition of the common council. 

(3) The expenses incurred in the city of London in and 
incidental to the execution of this Act, including aU ex- 
penses in connexion with ascertaining the opinion of the 
voters shall be defrayed out of the consolidated rate levied 
by the commissioners of sewers,^ or a separate rate to be 
made, assessed, and levied by those commissioners in like 
manner as the consolidated rate. 

(4) So much of this Act as limits the rate or addition to a rate 
to be levied in any library district for any one financial year to 
one penny in the pound shall not extend to the city of London,^ 

POWER FOR DISTRICT IN LONDON TO ADOPT ACT. 

22. ^ Every district mentioned in Schedule B. to the Metropolis 
Management Act, 1855, as amended by any subsequent Acts, 


(1) The expresaon ** Common Coxmcil ” means in relation to the city of London, 
the mayor, the commonalty, and citizens, acting by the mayor, aldermen and 
commons in common conncil assembled (s. 27). 

(2) Now the Common Coxmcil, see City of London Sewers Act, 18 97 (60 & 61 Viet, 
ch. cxxxih). 

(3) Repealed by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 11 (2) and sch., see posU 
p. ^4. 

(4) The whole of s. 22 was repealed by the London Government Act, 1899. 
As to adoption in metropolitan boroughs, see s. 4 of that Act, post, p. 84. 
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shall be a library district y and the provisions of this Act shall 
apply accordingly xoith the following modifications : — 

(1) The opinion of ike voters in any swh district with respect 

to any question under this Act shall be ascertamed by 
the district board on the requisition in writing of any 
ten or more of such voters : 

(2) The library authority for such district shall be commis- 

sioners appointed by the district boards and the pro- 
visions of this Act relating to commissioners appointed 
for a parish shall apply with the substitution of 
''district'' for "parish" and of "district board" 
for " vestry " : 

(3) The expenses incurred in any such district in and 

incidental to the execution of this Acty including all 
expenses in connexion with ascertaining the opinion 
of the voters y shall to such amount as is sanctioned by 
the district board be defrayed by that hoard in like 
manner as if they hud been incurred for the general 
purposes of the Metropolis Management Acty 1865, 
and the sums from time to time required for defraying 
those expenseSy to the extent so sanctionedy shall be 
paid by the district board to any person appointed 
by the commissioners to receive the same ; but nothing 
in this enactment shall enable a district board to levy 
for the purposes of this Act any greater sum in any 
financial year than the amount produced by a rate 
of one penny m the poundy or any less rate specially 
fixed fat* the purpose of this Act in the district : 

(4) The enactments authorising two or more neighbouring 

parishes to combine in carrying this Act into execution 
shall have effect as if any such district were included 
in the term "parish " and the district board of such 
district in the term " vestry " : 

(6) Where a parish in any such district has adopted the Acts 
hereby repealed or any of ihemy or hereafter adopts this 
Acty it shall be treat^ in all respects for the purposes 
of this Act as if it were outside the districty andy in 
particular , — 

(a) a person shall not, by reason of being a voter 
in the parish, be accounted for the purposes of this 
section as a voter in the district ; and 
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(b) a representative of the parish on the district 
board shall not take part in any proceeding of the 
board under this section ; and 

(c) the parish shall not be called on to contribute 
to the payment of any expenses incurred in pur- 
suance of this section ; and 

(d) any question of accounts arising betioeen the 
parish and the other parishes in the district^ or 
betiveen the parish and the district, in consequence 
of this section, shall be decided finally by the Local 
Government Board, 

(6) After the adoption of this Act for any such district, 
proceedings shall not, except with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board, be taken for the separate 
adoption thereof for any parish in the district.'^ 

POWER TO VESTRY OR DISTRICT BOARD IN LONDON TO 
APPROPRIATE LAND POR LIBRARY, ETC. 

23. The vestry or district board^ constituted under the 
Metropolis Management Act, 1855, for any parish mentioned 
in Schedule A. or district mentioned in Schedule B. to that 
Act, as amended by any subsequent Acts, may, if this Act 
is in force in such parish or district, appropriate with the 
sanction of the Local Government Board [Ministry of Health]® 
for the purposes of this Act any land which is vested in such 
vestry or board. 


Supplemental Provisions. 

ADJUSTMENT OF INTERESTS ON TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT. 

24. Any agreement under this Act^ between two or more 
vestries® or library authorities, or between a library authority 
and any other body, may provide that on the termination 
of the agreement an adjustment shall be made of the interests 


(p The whole of s. 22 wa? repealed hy the London Government Act, 1899. 
As to adoption in metropoEtan boroughs, see s. i of that Act, post, p. 84. 

(2) Now a metropolitan borough comical, see London Government Act, 1899, 
4. 


(3) Now the Mii]^try of Health, see of Health Act, 1919, e. 3 (1) (a), 

p. 102. A library authority may purchase land compulsorily, see the 

EducaUon AcJ;, 1921. s. Ill, and the Regulations thereunder, post» pp. 89-96. 

(4) See ss. 9 and 16 of this Act. 

(5) Parish meetings, see Local Government Act, 1894, s. 7, post, p. 74. 
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of the several parties thereto in any property to the provision 
of which they have contributed, and as to the mode in 
which the adjustment shall be arrived at, and in the event 
of any dispute the adjustment shall on the application of 
any of the parties be made by an arbitrator appointed 
by the Local Government Board [IVIinistry of Health].^ 


SAVING FOR OXFORD. 

25. Nothing in this Act shall interfere vith the operation 
of the Act of the session of the twenty ^eighth and twenty- 
ninth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter one 
hundred and eight, so far as it relates to the collection of a 
rate for a public library in Oxford.^ 


CONSTITUTION AND PROCEEDINGS OF VESTRY FOR PURPOSES 

OF ACT. 

26. For the purposes of this Act the vestry of a parish 
shall be any body of persons acting by virtue of any Act of 
Parliament as or instead of a vestry, and, where there is no 
such body, shall be the inhabitants of the parish in vestry 
assembled, but in the latter case the persons registered as 
county electors® in respect of the occupation of property 
situate in the parish, and no other persons, shall be members 
of the vestry.^ 


(1) Now the Ministry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, a. 3 (1) (a), 
posly p. 102. 

(2) The Act referred to is the Local Govemment Supplemental (No. 5) Act, 
1865, and the section concerned is s. 22, as follows : — ** From and after the 
expiration of three months next after the passing of this Act [the Royal Assent 
was given 5th July, 1865] the custody, care, and management of the Public 
Library in the City of Oxford shall he vested in the Local Board, in accordance 
with the provisions in that behalf of the Acts from time to time in force with 
respect to public libraries managed by Local Boards for the pui*pose of their 
districts ; and all the expenses of and incident to the custody, care, and manage- 
ment thereof, and -Che adding to and maintaining of the same, shall from time 
to time he paid by the Local Board out of Monies raised by the General District 
Rate as if " The Public Libraries Act, 1855,’ had been duly adopted for the whole 
of the Oxford District as from time to time constituted, and the Public Library 
had been established thercimder ; and if after discharging all debts and Uabiliries 
if any, relating thereto, there be any balance of the monies, before the expiration 
of the three months, assessed for the purposes thereof, the balance shall be paid 
to the Local Board, and be carried to their General District Fund; provided 
that the amount expended by the Local Board in any one year for the purpose 
of the Public Library shall not exceed the amount which might be raised by them 
by a rate for the purpose made under that Act.” 

(3) Now parochial electors, see s. 9 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901, post, 
p. 34. 

(4) As to vestries, see also Local Government Act, 1894, s. 7, potff, p. 74. 
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DEITNITIONS. 

37. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 
The expression ‘‘ urban district means a municipal 
borough, Improvement Act district, or local government 
district; and ""urban authority” means, as regards 
each such district, the council, improvement com- 
missioners, or local board : 

The expression "" financial year ” means the period of 
twelve months for which the accounts of a library 
authority are made up : 

The expression "" voter ” means a person who is registered 
as a county elector or enrolled as a burgess in respect of the 
occupation of property situate in the district or parish in 
connexion with which the voter is mentioned 

The expression "" overseers ” includes any persons 
authorised and required to make and levy poor rates 
in a parish, and acting instead of overseers : 

The expression "" common council ” means in relation 
to the city of London the mayor, commonalty, and 
citizens, acting by the mayor, aldermen, and commons 
in common council assembled. 

REPEAL. 

88* — (1) The Acts mentioned in the Second Schedule to this 
Act shall be repealed as from the commencement of this Act, save 
so far as any of them extend beyond England and Wales ; and^ 
where those Acts have been adopted for any hbrary district, 
that adoption shall be deemed to have been an adoption of 
this Act, and this Act shall apply accordingly. 

(2) For the purpose of this section the said Acts shall be 
deemed to have been adopted for any district in which they were 
in force immediately before the commencement of this Act^ 

SAVING AS TO LOCAL ACTS. 

29. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to limit, or to 
reduce or alter the limit of any rate which any hbrary 

(1) Repealed by the Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14 amd sch. For defimtion 
or * voter ’ see s. 9 of that Act, post, p. 34. Voting powers are now vested in 

authority, see s. 2 (1) (ii) of the Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 
post, p. 26. 

(2) Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. As to repeal of repealing 
enactments, see note on p. 1, ante. 
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authority is authorised to levy under or by virtue of any 
local Act. 

GOaiMEXCEMENT. 

30. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 
October next after the passing thereof ^ 

SHORT TITLE. 

81. This Act may be cited as the Public Libraries Act, 
1892. 


SCHEDULES. 

FIRST SCHEDULE.^ 

REGULATIONS EOR ASCERTAINING THE OPINION OE THE 
VOTERS IN A LIBRARY DISTRICT. 

Part I. 

Procedure by Voting Papers. 

Part II. 

Form of Voting Paper. 


SECOND SCHEDULE.^ 

ACTS REPEALED. 

18 & 19 Viet. c. 70. The Public Libraries Act, 1855. 

29 & 30 Viet. c. 114. The Public Libraries Amendment 
Act (England and Scotland), 1866. 

34 & 35 Viet. c. 71. The Public Libraries Act, 1855, 
Amendment Act, 1871. 

47 & 48 Viet. c. 37. The Public libraries Act, 1884. 

50 & 51 Viet. c. 22. The Public Libraries Acts Amend- 
ment Act, 1887. 

52 & 53 Viet. c. 9. The Public libraries Acts Amendment 
Act, 1889. 

53 & 54 Viet, c 68. The Public Libraries Acts Amend- 
ment Act, 1890. 


(1) Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. 

(2) The first schedule was repealed in so far as it applied to ** Parishes ” by 
the Local Government Act, 1894, s. 89, and 2nd sch. It was completely repealed 
by the Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 14 and sch. 

(3) The second schedule was repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. 
As to repeal of repealing enactments, see note on p. 1, ante. 
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Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1893. 

[56 Viet. Cli.lL] 

An Act to amend the Public Libraries Act, 1892.^ 

[9th June 1893.] 


SHORT TITLE. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Public Libraries (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1893, and shall be construed as one with the 
Public Libraries Act, 1892 (in this Act referred to as the 
principal Act), and these two Acts may be together cited as the 
Public Libraries Acts, 1892 and 1893.^ 


MODIFICATION AS TO ADOPTION, ETC. IN URBAN DISTRICTS. 

2. — (1) Where a library district is an urban district® — 

(i.) The principal Act may, subject to the conditions con- 
tained in the second section of that Act, be adopted, 
and the limitation of the maximum rate to be levied 
for the purposes of that Act may within the limits 
fixed by that Act be fixed, raised, or removed, by a 
resolution of the urban authority under this Act^ ; 

(ii.) The consent of the urban authority given by a 
resolution of that authority under this Act shall 
be substituted in an urban district for the consent 
of the voters in any case when the consent of the 
voters is required under the principal Act. 

(2) Section three of the principal Act is hereby repealed, so 
far as it relates to an urban district,^ 


PROVISION AS TO A RESOLUTION OF AN URBAN AUTHORITY 
FOR THE ADOPTION, ETC. OF THE PRINCIPAL ACT. 

3. — (1) A resolution under this Act shall be passed at a 
meeting of the urban authority, and one mmth at least before 
the meeting special notice of the meeting and of the intention to 


<1) Extended to London by the Public Librai-ies Act, 1901, s. 13, rtoat, p. 35, 

(2) Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. 

egression “ urban district,” when extended to London, see 
s. 13 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901, post, p. 35. 

(4) ^ 2 (1) (i) was repealed in part by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 11 (2) 
and sch., and now reads : ** (i) The principal Act may ... be adopted 
" resolution of the urban authority under this Act.” 

repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1908. The whole 
. the principal Act here referred to was repealed by the Public Libraries 

Act, 1919, s. 7, see ante, p. 7, and post, p. 42. 
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propose the resohuion shall be given to every member of the 
authority, and the notice shall be deemed to have been duly 
given to a member of it, if it is either — 

(a) given in the mode in which notices to attend meetings of 

the authority are usually given ; or 

(b) where there is no such mode, then signed by the clerk of 

the authority, and delivered to the member or left at 
his usual or lasUknown place of abode in England, 
or forwarded by post in a prepaid letter, addressed to 
the member at his usual or last-known place of 
abode in England. 

(2) The resolution shall be published by advertisement in seme 
one or more newspapers circulating within the district of the 
authority, and by causing notice thereof to be affixed to the 
principal doors of every church and chapd in the place to which 
notices are usually fixed, and otherwise in such manner as the 
authority think sufficient for giving notice thereof to all persons 
interested, and shall come into operation at a time not less than 
one month after the first publication of the advertisement of the 
resolution as the authority may by the resolution fix, 

(3) A copy of the resolution shall be sent to the Local 
Government Board, 

(4) A copy of the advertisement shall be conclusive evidence of 
the resolution ^ving been passed, unless the contrary be shown ; 
and no objection to the effect of the resolution, on the ground that 
notice of the intention to propose the same was not duly given, or 
on the ground that the resolution was not sufficiently published, 
shall he made after three months from the date of the first 
advertisement?' 


POWER TO TWO OR MORE UBBARY AUTHORITIES TO 
COMBINE. 

4. — (1) Where the principal Act is adopted for two or 
more neighbouring urban districts^, the library authorities 
of those districts may by agreement combine for any period 
for carrying the Act into execution: and the expenses of 
carrying the Act into execution shall be defrayed by such 


(1) The whole of s. 3 was repealed hy the Public Libraries Act, 1919, ss. 7, 

11 (2), and seh-, vost, pp. 42 and 44. , . . 

(2) As to nfifghhnnrlng' pajcish, see ss. 9 and 10 of tbe principal Act, ante, p. 11. 
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authorities in such proportiom as may be agreed on by 
them.^ 

(2) For the purposes of the Act a joint committee® may be 
formed, the members whereof shall be appointed by the 
several combining authorities in such proportions as may 
be agreed on, but need not be members of any of the com- 
bining authorities. Any such committee shall have such 
of the powers of a library authority under the principal 
Act, except the power of borrowing money,® as the com- 
bining authorities may agree to confer upon them. 

(3) WTiere any of the combining authorities are improve- 
ment commissioners or a local board the provisions of the 
principal Act with respect to accounts and audit shall 
apply to such committee as if they were a local board who 
were a library authority under the Act.^ 


Libraries OiSences Act, 1898.® 

[61 & 62 Viet. Ch. 53.] 

An Act to provide for the Punishment of Offences in 
Libraries. [12th August 1898.] 


SHORT TITLE. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Libraries Offences Act, 
1898. 

PENALTIES EOE OFFENCES. 

2. Any person who, in any library or reading-room to 
which this Act applies, to the annoyance or disturbance of 
any person using the same, — 

(1) behaves in a disorderly manner; 

(2) uses violent, abusive, or obscene language ; 


(1; As to com'bination, see also ss. 2 and 5 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, 
post. pp. 38 aud 41. 

(2> See also s. 57 of the Local GoTemment Act, 1894, post, p. 80. 

<3) As to borrowing powers see s. 19 of the principal Act, and the footnote thereto, 
ante, p. 18- 

<4) S-20, p. 19. 

j[5)^ Extended to any museran, art gallery or school provided under the 
pnncapal Act by s. 4 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901, post, p. 32. As to the 
exclusion or removal from library buildingB of persons committing any offence 
m contravention to this Act, see s. 3 (1) (c) of the 1901 Act. It is also an offence 
for a pemon sui^ilDg from an infectious disease to use any book from a public 
or circulating library ; neither must a book be returned to any such library 
by a person who knows it to have been exposed to infection (see Public Health 
Acts Amendment Act, 1907, s. 59, post, p. 106). 
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(3) bets or gambles ; 

(4) or who, after proper warning, persists in remaining 

therein beyond the hours fixed for the closing of 
such library or reading-room, 

shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not 
exceeding forty shillings. 

APPLICATION OP ACT. 

3. This Act shah, apply — 

(a) to any library under the Public Libraries Act, 

1892^^; and 

(b) to any library or reading-room maintained by a 

Society registered under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1893, or under the 
Friendly Societies Act, 1896, or by any registered 
Trade Union. 

EXTENT OP ACT. 

4. This Act shall not apply to Scotland or Ireland.® 


Public Libraries Act, 1901. 

[1 Ed. vii. Ch. 19.] 


ARRANGEMENT OP SECTIONS. 


Amendment of Pvblic Libraries Acts, 1892 and 1893. 

Section. 

1. Short title and construction - - _ - 

2. Qualification of library commissioners 

3. Power to library authority to make byelaws 

4. Extension of 61 & 62 Viet. c. 63 - 

6. Power to library authorities to make agreements 
for use of library ------ 

6. Amendment of 56 & 56 Viet, c. 53. s, 18, as to 

expenses in parishes - . - _ - 

7. AppHoation of 54 & 55 Viet. c. 22 to museums 

provided under principal Act - - - - 


Page 

30 

31 

31 

32 

32 

33 
33 


(1) S. 11, caOe, p. 12. 

(2) TMs Act was applied to libraries in Ireland by the Public Libraries 
(Ireland) Act, 1902, s. 7. 




30 


THE LAW BBLATLSTG TO 


Section. Page 

8. Notice to Local Qovemmmt Board [Ministry of 

Health] --------33 

9. Definition of “ voter ” - - - - - 34 

10 . Expenses of repairing damage from subsidence not 

to be reckoned in limitation of rate - - - 34 

Extent of Act. 

11. Act not to apply to Scotland - - - - 34 

AppUcation of Act to Irdand. 

12. Application of certain provisions to Ireland - 34 

Application of {he Museums and OymnoMums Act, 1891, and 
Public Libraries {Amendmmt) Act, 1893, to Londcm. 

13. Application to London of 54 & 55 Viet. c. 22 and 

56 & 57 Viet. 0 . 11 35 

Repeal. 

14. Bepeal - -- -- -- -35 

SOHEDTOB 36 


An Act to amend the Acts relating to Public Libraries, 

Museums, and Gymnasiums, and to regulate the Liability 

of Managers of Libraries to Proceedings for Libei.^ 

[17th August 1901.] 

Axoendment o! Public Libraries Acts, 1892 and 1893. 

SHOBT TETIiE AMD CON'STEDCnOM’. 

L This Act may be cited as the Public libraries Act, 1901, 
and shall be construed as one with the PubKc Libraries Act, 
1892* (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), and the 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1893,® and those Acts 

(1) The words in italics were repealed by th6 Statute Law Revision Act, 1927. 
It will be seen that this Act contains nothing whatsoever relating to libel, but the 
Bill, when originally introduced in the House of Lords by Lord Windsor contained 
a clause to the effect that no person should be entitled to bring an action against 
any library authority for a libel contained in a book which might be on the shelves 
of a library. Objection was taken to this clause, and after a good deal of con- 
troversy it was omitted in committee, but, presumably in error, the title was 
left unchanged. 

(3) See ctnfe, p. 5. 

<3} See ante, p. 26. 
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and this Act may be together cited as the Public libraries 
Acts, 1892 to 1901. 

QtTALIEICATION’ OP UBBAEY COMMISSIOITERS. 

g. — (1) Any commissioners appointed for a library district 
under the principal Act^ may be either voters in the district 
or persons who, though not voters, would, if the district 
were a rural parish having a parish council, be qualified 
for election as parish councillors. 

(2) Section forty-six of the Local Government Act, 1894,2 
relating to disqualifications for election to or membership 
of certain authorities, shall have effect as if a library 
authority, being a body of commissioners appointed under 
the principal Act, were one of the authorities mentioned 
in that section.® 


POWEB TO UBRABY ATJTHOEITy TO MAKE BYELAWS.* 

8, — (1) A Ubraxy authority may make byelaws for all 
or any of the following purposes relating to any library, 
museum, art gaUery, or school,® which by virtue of the 
principal Act or this Act is under their control,® that is 
to say : 

(а) for regulating the use of the same and of the contents 

thereof, and for protecting the same and the 
fittings, furniture, and contents thereof from 
injury,’ destruction, or misuse ; 

(б) for requiring from any person using the same any 

guarantee or security against the loss of or injury 
to any book or other article ; 


(1) S. 5, ante, p- 9. 

Is) As^to CoiDSoLissionors, see also ss. 5 to 8 of the principal Aci^ aTiU, pp- 9-11. 
The Library Association have recently had ^imder consecration a code 
of^Rules and Relations and also a draft code of Byelaws. These two Cod^ 
sLnld prove inv^able, and they are re-pnn^» 

129, post. Appendix B of the Government Report on Puhho Lib^es (t^cd. 2865 
of IGW at p. 331) contains a set of model byelaws nsnally issued by the 
Board of Education,” this also should be of nmch ^sistance. 

(5) Power to nrovide schools for science or for art repealed, ^thont presudice 
toehs^£^o^bys.8Tthe3E>abHoIibr^esAot.m9,yo^^^ 

(6) Library antbontieB were einpowerecU by s. 18 (2) tbe p^cipal Act, 
to mito Jettons ; the above Act dora not te an^y to^ere with such power. 

(7) See ajso IdaliciOTis Damage Act, 1561, s, 39, post, p. 105. 
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(c) for enabling the officers and servants of the library 
authority to exclude or remove therefrom persons 
committing any offence against the Libraries 
Offences Act, 1898,^ or against the byelaws. 

(2) All byelaws under this section shall be made subject 
and accorchng to the provisions respecting byelaws con- 
tained in sections one hundred and eighty-two to one 
hundred and eighty-six of the Public Health Act, 1875,^ 
and those sections shall apply as if the expression local 
authority ” therein included in every case a library 
authority.® 

(3) All offences and jDenalties under any such byelaw 
may be prosecuted and recovered in manner provided by 
the Summary Jurisdiction Acts. 

EXTENSION or 61 & 62 VICT. c. 63. 

4. The Libraries Offences Act, 1898,^ shall apply to any 
museum, art gallery, or school provided under the Public 
libraries Act, 1892.^ 

POWER TO LIBRARY AUTHORITIES TO MAKE AGREEMENTS FOR 
USE OF LEBRARY. 

5. ® — (1) The library authorities of two or more library 
districts may agree to share, in such proportions and for 
such period as may be determined by the agreement, the 
cost of the purchase, erection, repair, and maintenance of 
any library building in one of those ^stricts, and also the 
cost of the purchase of books and newspapers for such 
library, and all other expenses connected with the same, 
and may also agree as to the management and use of the 
library, and as to the interchange, hire, and use of books 
and newspapers belonging to such authorities respectively.® 

(1) Ante, p. 28. 

(2) Post, p. 47. 

(3) Byelaws mxist now be confirmed, or otherwise, by the Board of Education, 
see S.R. & O. 1920, No. 810, posf, p. 103. 

(4) Power to provide schools for Science or for Art repealed, without prejudice 
to existing schools, by s. 8 of the Public libraries Act, 1919, post, p. 42. 

(5> S. 5 replaces s. 16 (1) of the principal Act, which was repealed hy s. 14 
and sch. of this Act. 

(6) As to combination, see also ss, 9 and 10 of the principal Act, ante, p. 11, 
and 8. 4 of the Public Libraries Amendment Act, 1893, ante, p. 27. Agreements 
under the principal Act may he terminated on the adjustment of interests, see 
s. 24 of the principal Act. 
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(2) Tliis section shall apply, with the necessary modifica- 
tions, to a museum, school for science, art gallery, or school 
for art, in like manner as to a library.^ 

AMmjJ-DMENT OF 55 & 56 VICT. C. 53, S. IS, AS TO EXPE^'SES 

IN PAEISHES. 

6. ^ In a library district, being a parish, the sanction of 
the parish meeting or vestry shall not be required annually 
for raising the sums from time to time due from the joarish 
for defraying the expenses incurred by the library authority, 
and those sums shall be paid by the overseers® on the order 
of the library authority. But in any parish in a rui'al 
district the sanction of the parish meeting shall be required 
in the year one thousand nine hundred and eleven, and 
in every tenth year thereafter : Provided that nothing 
in this section shall affect the operation of section eleven 
of the Local Government Act, 1894.^ 

APPUCATioisr OF 54 & 55 viCT. c. 22 to museum pbo\t:ded 
JjNBEB PBIXCrPAL ACT. 

7. An urban authority for whose district the Museums 
and Gymnasiums Act, 1891,^ has been adopted, either 
wholly or so far as it relates to museums only, may 
appropriate for the purposes of that Act a museum provided 
for the district under the principal Act, and thereuiDon the 
Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891,^ shall apply to the 
museum, as if it were provided under that Act. 

k-otice to [isamsTBY of health]. 

8. On the adoption of the principal Act for any library 
district, the library authority shall forthmth give notice 
in writing of such adoption to the Local Government Board 
[Ministry of Health].® The library authority of every 

(1) Power to provide schools for Science or for Art repealed, without preindice 
to eadstiog Schools, by s. 8 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, posi, p, 42. 

(2) S. 6 replaces snb-s, (2) and part of suh-s. (3) of s. IS of the principal Act, 
ante^ p. 18. 

(3) Now the rating authority; s. 9 (1) of the Hating and Valuation Act, 
1925, reads : “ As from the appointed day, any precept issued by the council 
of a county which under any enactment or order in force immediately before 
that day is required to be sent to a board of guardians and any precept which 
under any such enactment or order is required to be sent to overseers shall, 
instead of being so sent, be sent to the rating authority.'* 

(4) See post, p. 75. (5) See post, p. 68. 

(6) Now the Ministry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a), 
post, p. 102. Notice must also be given to the Board of Education, see S.R.O. 
1920, No. 810, post, p. 103. 

C 
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district in which the Act has already been adopted shall 
give the like notice within three months after the passing 
of this Act. 

DEEnsnnoN oe “voter.” 

9. In any Kbrary district every person who is a parochial 
elector within the meaning of the Local Government Act, 
1894/ shall be a voter for the purposes of the principal 
Act and this Act; and parochial electors shall for all the 
purposes of the principal Act be substituted for county 
electors- 

ESPESrSES OE EBPAIEIKO DAMAGE EBOM StJBSIDBNOE EOT 
TO BE BECKONED IN LDVOTATrON OE BATE. 

10. Where in any borough or urban district a building 
provided under the principal Act shall be damaged through 
the subsidence of the ground, any expenses incurred by the 
toum council or urban district council in the repair of the 
damage thereto, shall not be reckoned for the purposes of any 
limitation of rate under section two of the said principal Act.^ 


Estent of Act. 

ACT NOT TO ABELT TO SCOTLAND. 

U. This Act shall not apply to Scotland. 


Application of Act to Ireland. 

APPLICATION OE CERTAIN PBOVISIONS TO IRELAND. 

12. The provisions of this Act enabling a library authority 
to make byelaws for purposes other than those relating to the 
Libraries Offences Au, 1898, and otherwise rdating to such 

(1) LootJ Govenanent Act, 1894, s. 75 (2) " The expression ■ parochial 
elector wnen iisea \rttn refer®aoe to a parish in an nrhan district, or in the 
connty of London or any county borongh, means any person who would be a 
parochial elector of the parish if it were a rural parish.** As to voters, see also 
representation of the People Act, 1918, 6th sch., clause 2:— ‘'A reference to 
local governm^t electors registered under this Act shall, so far as local government 
elections and the nght to vote at any such elections are concerned, be substituted 
for any reference in any other Act to local government electors, county electors, 
burgesses, parochial electors, or other persons entitled to vote at a local govem- 
meM elecWon, by whatever name called, and local government electors so re^s- 
tared sh^ for all purposes, whether stotutory or not, be in the same position as 
any such local government electors, county electors, burgesses, parochial electors, 
or persons. 

c? Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 11 and sch., see post, 

* ZiTl principal Act referred to in this section was also repealed 

y the 1919 Act, s. 11. S. 1 of the 1919 Act replaces s. 2 of the principal Act. 
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byelaws, shall extend to Ireland with the substitution of the 
Public Libraries {Ireland) Acts, lSo5 to 1894, /or the principal 
Act, and of sections two hundred and nineteen to two hundred 
and twenty-three of the Public Health {Ireland) Act, 1878, 
for sections one hundred and eighty-two to one hundred and 
eighty-six of the Public Health Act, 1875, and of the expression 
sanitary authority ” far '' local authorityl'^ 


Application of the Museuins and Gynmasiunas Act, 1891, and 
Public libraries (Amendment) Act, 1898, to London. 

APPLICATION TO LONDON OP 54 & 55 VICT. C. 22 
and 56 & 57 viCT. c. 11. 

13. The Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891,- and the 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1893,® shall extend to 
the administrative county of London,*^ and for the purpose 
of such extension shall be modified as follows : — 

The expression “urban authority*^ shall include the 
common council of the city of London and a metro- 
politan borough council, and the expression “ district ” 
or “ urban district shall include the city of London 
and a metropolitan borough ; 

Any expenses incurred by the common council of the 
city of London or by a metropolitan borough council 
under the Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, so 
far as they are not defrayed by fees and other money 
received under the said Act, shall be defrayed in the 
manner in which expenses incurred by that council 
under the principal Act are payable. 


Repeal. 

14. The Acts mentioned in the schedule to this Act are 
hereby repealed to the extent specified in the third column of 
that schedule.^ 

(1) Repealed and re-enacted l3y the Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, 1902, s. 8, 

(2) See vost, p. 68. 

(3) See ante, p. 26. 

(4) As to London, see ss. 21-23 and notes thereto, ante, pp. 20-22. 

(5) Repealed by the Statute Law Reyisioji Act, 1927. As to repeal of repealing 
enactments, see note on p. 1, ante. 
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district in wMch the Act has already been adopted shall 
give the like notice within three months after the passing 
of this Act. 

DEimiTioiir OE “voter.” 

9. In any library district every person who is a parochial 
elector within the meaniag of the Local Government Act, 
1894,^ shall be a voter for the purposes of the principal 
Act and this Act; and parochial electors shall for all the 
purposes of the principal Act be substituted for oormty 
electors. 

EXPENSES OF REPAIRING DAMAGE PROM SUBSIDENCE NOT 
TO BE RECKONED IN UMirATION OP RATE. 

10. Where in a/ny bcnrough or urban district a building 
provided under the principal Act shall be damaged through 
the subsidence of the ground, any expenses incurred by the 
town council or urban district council in the repair of the 
damage thereto, shall not be reckoned for the purposes of any 
limitaticm of rate under section two of the said principal Act.^ 


Extent of Act. 

ACT NOT TO APPLY TO SCOTLAND. 

11. This Act shall not apply to Scotland. 


Application of Act to IreUmd. 

APPLICATION OP CERTAIN PROVISIONS TO IRELAND. 

12. The provisions of this Act enabling a library authority 
to make bydaws for purposes other than those rdating to the 
Libraries Offences Act, 1898, and otherwise relating to such 


(1) liooal Government Act, 1894, s. 75 (2) : — “ The expression ‘ parochial 
elector ’ when used with reference to a parish in an urban district, or in the 
county of London or any county borough, means any person who would be a 
parochial elector of the parish if it were a rural parish.** As to voters, see also 
representation of the People Act, 1918, eth sch., clause 2 : — “ A reference to 
local government electors registered under this Act shall, so far as local government 
elections and the right to vote at any such elections are concerned, be substituted 
for any reference in any other Act to local government electors, county electors, 
burgesses, parochial electors, or other persons entitled to vote at a local govern^ 
pent election, hy whatever name called, and local government electors so regis- 
tered shall for all purposes, whether statutory or not, be in the same position as 
any such local government electors, comity electors, burgesses, parochial electors, 
or persona.** 

(2) S. 10 repealed by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 11 and soh., see post 
P* f 4. S, 2 of the principal Act referred to in this section was also repealed 
by the 1919 Act, s, 11. S. 4 of the 1919 Act replaces s. 2 of the principal Act, 
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byelawsy shall extend to Ireland with the substitution of the 
Public Libraries {Ireland) Acts^ 1855 to 1894, /or the principal 
Act, and of sections two hundred and nineteen to two hundred 
and twenty-three of the Public Health (Ireland) Act^ 1878, 
for sections one hundred and eighty-two to one hundred and 
eighty-six of the Public Health Act, 1875, and of the expression 
sanitary authority ’’ for “ local authority. 


Application of the Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, and 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1893, to London. 

APPLICATION TO LONDON OP 54 & 55 VICT. C. 22 
and 56 & 57 viCT. c. 11. 

18. The Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, ^ and the 
Public Libraries (Amendment) Act, 1893,® shall extend to 
the administrative county of London,^ and for the purpose 
of such extension shall be modified as follows : — 

The expression urban authority’’ shall include the 
common council of the city of London and a metro- 
politan borough council, and the expression district ” 
or urban district ” shall include the city of London 
and a metropolitan borough ; 

Any expenses incurred by the common council of the 
city of London or by a metropolitan borough council 
under the Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, so 
far as they are not defrayed by fees and other money 
received under the said Act, shall be defrayed in the 
manner in which expenses incurred by that council 
under the principal Act are payable. 


Repeal. 

14. The Acts mentioned in the schedule to this Act are 
herd)y repealed to the extent specified in the third (xilumn of 
that schedule.^ 


(1) Repealed and re-enacted by the Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, 1902, s. 8. 

(2) See post, p. 68. 

(3) See ante, p. 26. 

(4) As to London, see ss. 21-23 and notes thereto, aTite, pp. 20-22. 

(5) Repealed by the Statute Law Re-vision Act, 1927. As to repeal of repealing 
enaotments, see note on p. 1, ante. 
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SCHEDULE.! 


Session. 


Short Title. 


Extent of Repeal. 


54 & 55 Viet, 
c. 22. 

55 & 56 Viet, 
c. 53. 


The Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 
1891. 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1892. 


In section two, the words “ or 
“ the administrative county 
‘‘ of London.” 

Section three, in so far as it is 
inconsistent with this Act. 

Subsection one of section 
sixteen. 

Subsection two of section 
eighteen, and in subsection 
three of the same section 
the words “ but the sanc- 
“ tion of the vestry shall 
“ not be required for raising 
“ the sums from time to 
** time due from the parish 
“ for meeting those ex- 
“ penses.” 

So much of section twenty- 
seven as relates to the 
definition of a “ voter.” 

The First Schedule. 


Pablic Libraries Act, 1919. 

[9 & 10 Geo. 6. Ch. 93.] 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS. 

Section. Page 

1. Powers of cormty councils to adopt the Public 

Libraries Acts ------ 37 

2. Arrangements between existing library authorities 

and cormty councils - - - - - 38 

3. Reference and delegation of libraa^^ powers to 

education committees 39 

4. ProTisions as to expenses and audit - - - 40 

6. Power to rescind resolutions of county councils 

adopting the Public Libraries Acts - - - 41 


(1) Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1927. As to repeal of repealing 
enactments, see note on p. 1, ante. 







PTOMO LIBEAEIES. 


37 


Section. Page 

6 . Power of certain library authorities to purchase 

land compulsorily ------ 42 

7. Repealof s. 3o£ 56 & 57 Viet. e. 11 - - - 42 

8 . Power of providing schools of science and of art 

under s. 11 of 55 & 56 Viet. c. 53 to cease - 42 

9. Power of providing museums under 54 & 55 Viet. 

c. 22 to cease -------43 

10 . Interpretation - -- -- --43 

11 . Short title and repeal 44 


SCHEDtTLE 


44 


An Act to amend the Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1901,^ 
and to repeal so much of the Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, 1891, as authorises the provision of Museums in 
England and Wales. 

[23rd December 1919.] 

POWERS OP COUNTY COUNCILS TO ADOa?T THE 
PUBLIC LIBEAB.IES ACTS. 

1 . — ( 1 ) The council of any county in England or Wales 
shall have power by resolution specifying the area to which 
the resolution extends to adopt the Public Libraries Aots^ 
for the whole or any part of their county, exclusive of any 
part of the county wMch is an existing library area^ within 
the meaning of this Act, as if the area specified in the reso- 
lution were a library district for the purposes of those Acts.® 

( 2 ) Where any resolution is passed by the council of a 
county imder this section, the Public Libraries Acts shall, 
as respects the area specified in the resolution, be carried 
into execution by the eoimcil as the library authority of the 
area, and, subject to the provisions of this Act, the power 
to adopt those Acts for any district comprised in that area, 
being a library district within the meaning of the Public 
Libraries Act, 1892,^ shall cease. 

(3) Where the Public Libraries Acts have been adopted 
by the council of a county, the council may borrow for the 

(1) Public Libraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 5; Public Libraries (Amendment) 
Act, 1893, ante, p. 26; Public Libraries Act, 1901, ante, p. 29. 

(2) For definition, see e. 10, post 

(3) A resolution may be rescinded in the manner set out in s. 5, post. 

(4) See s. 1 (2) of the principal Act, ante, p. 6. 


38 


THE LAW BELATENG TO 


purposes of those Acts as for the purposes of the Local 
GoTemment Act, 1888^ : 

Provided that money borrowed for the purposes of those 
Acts shaU not be reckoned as part of the total debt of the county 
for the purposes of subsection (2) of section sixty-nine of the 
Local Government Act, 1888, and that^ sixty years shall be 
substituted for thirty years in subsection (5) of the said 
section sixty-nine as the maximum period within which 
money borrowed for the purposes of those Acts is to be 
repaid.® 

AKRABGBMBNTS BETWEEN EXISTING LIBBARY AtTTHOBITIES 
AND COTINTY COtJNCILS. 

2. — (1) Any library authority,* being the Ubrary authority 
of an existing library area® and not being the council of a 
county borough, may, on such terms as may be agreed upon 
between the authority and the council of the comity and 
approved by the Board,® relinquish in favomr of the council 
of the county any of their powers and duties under the 
PubUe Libraries Acts, and in that case the powers and duties 
so relinquished shall cease and the provisions of this Act 
shall have effect as if the council of the county had passed a 
resolution under this Act’ adopting the Public Libraries 
Acts as respects that area.® 

(2) Where under the provisions of this Act any existing 
library authority® relinquishes its powers and duties in 


(1) See post, p. 65. 

(2) Repealed, as from the 1st October, 1929, by the Local Goveramoni Act, 
1929, ss. 74, 137, 12th sch., part V. Sub.-s. (2) of s. CO of the Local Government 
Act, 1888, here referred to is also repealed. S. 74 (1) of the Local Government 
Act, 1929, reads as follows : — ** So much of any enactment as impoaoR any limit 
on the borrowing powers of any local authority by reference to the value for raling 
purposes of hereditaments ^vithin their area shall, as from the appointed day, 
cease to have efEect.” Appointed day moans, for the purposes of L-*art V of the 
Ac^ the 1st day of October, 1929 (see s. 134). 

(3) Local Government Act, 1888, s. 69, see post, p. 65. As to other borrowing 
powers, see the following: — ^Public Health Act, 1875, ss. 233, 234, 230-9, post, 
p. 49; Public Libraries Act, 1892, s. 19, ante, p. 18; Local (lovorumcnt Act., 
1894, ss. 11 and 12, post, p. 75; and the footnotes thereto. For the aiomal 
periods allowed for the repayment of loans, see footnote (4) to s. 19 of the Public 
Libraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 18. 

(4) As to the Library Authority in a rural district, see s. 4 of the principal 
Act, flcnfe, p. 9, and 8. 7 of the Local Qovornmont Act, 1804, post, i\ 74; in 
an urban district, s. 4 of the principal Act; in metropollt,an boroughs, a. 4 of the 
London Government Act, 1899, post, p. 84; in the City of London, s. 21 of the 
pilncip^ Act. 

(5) For definition, see s. 10, post. 

(6) Board of Education; see s. 10, post. 

(7) S. 1, ante. 

(8) This agreement may be rescinded, see b. 5, post. 

“ Existing library authority means the library authority of any existing 
Ubrary district, see sub-s, 1. 'c 
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favour of the council of a county, any property or rights 
acquired for the purpose of the performance of those powers 
and duties shall by virtue of this Act be transferred to and 
become vested iu the county coimcil and any liabilities 
incurred for that purpose shall by virtue of this Act become 
liabilities of the county council. 


BBrEnEKCB A2!rD DELEGATION OF LIBRABY POWBBS TO 
EDtrOATION COMMITTEES. 

3. — (1) Where after the commencement of this Act the 
Public Libraries Acts are adopted by an authority which is 
not the library authority of an existing library area and 
which is the local education authority for the purpose of 
Part II. of the Education Act, 1902,^ all matters relating 
to the exercise by the authority of their powers under the 
Public Libraries Acts, except the power of raising a rate 
or borrowing money, shall stand referred to the education 
committee established imder the Education Acts, 1870 to 
1918,2 and the authority before exercising any such powers 
shall, unless in their opinion the matter is urgent, receive 
and consider the report of the education committee with 
respect to the matter in question. 

(2) A library authority, being the local education authority 
for the purpose of Part 11. of the Education Act, 1902,^ 
may refer any matters relating to the exercise by them of 
their powers under the Public Libraries Acts to the educa- 
tion committee established under the Education Acts, 1870 
to 1918,2 and may delegate to that committee any of those 
powers other than the power of raising a rate or borrowing 
money, and any education committee to which any powers 
are delegated under this section may, subject to any direc- 
tions of the coimcil, delegate aU or any of those powers to a 
sub-committee consisting either in whole, or in part, of 
members of the education committee. 


(1) Viz., the council of the county op comity borough; see s. 3 (2) of the 
Education Act, 1921, which Act completely repealed the Act of 1902. A 
“ Part 11.” authority is the authority for the purpose of higher education. 

(2) Committees were originally established under s. 17 of the Education 
Act, 1902, hut as this Act was xepeided by the Education Act, 1921, a consolidating 
measure, committees are newv established under s. 4 of the 1921 Act. 
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(3) Where any powers stand referred or are delegated 
to an education committee in pursuance of this section, 
those powers shall not, by reason of being so delegated, 
be deemed for any purposes whatsoever to be powers con- 
ferred by the Education Acts, 1870 to 1918.^ 

PROVISIONS AS TO EXPENSES AND AUDIT. 

4* — (1) Section two of the Public Libraries Act, 1892^ 
{which imposes limitations on the amount of the rate which 
may be levied for the purposes of that Act) shall cease to have 
effect, and, where the expenses incurred by any library authority 
for the purposes of the Public Libraries Acts during the financial 
year^ current at the commencement of this Act^ exceed the 
amount produced by the maximum rate which the authority 
have power to levy for the purposes of those Acts, no part of 
those expenses shall be open to objection on the audit of the 
accounts of the authority on the ground that the statutory limita- 
tion on expenditure has been exceeded, if and in so far as the 
expenses were in the opinion of the Ministry of Health reason- 
ably incurred : 

Provided that,^ if the library authority® of any hbrary 
district, either at the time when the Public Libraries Acts 
are adopted for the district or at any subsequent time, by 
resolution declare that the rate to be levied for the purposes 
of those Acts in the district or any specified portion of the 
district in any one financial year® shall not exceed such sum 
in the pound as may be specified, the power to raise a rate 
for the purpose of those Acts in that district shall be limited 
accordingly, and any such resolution shall not be rescinded 
until the expiration of twelve months from the date on which 
it was passed. 

(2) Any expenses incurred by the council of a county 
under the Public Libraries Acts shall be defrayed out of the 
county fund, and the council may, if they think fit, after 

(1) Now the Education Act, 1921, a consolidatinfir measuro, 

(2) Ante, p. 7. The limit under the principal Act was one penny in ibo £. 
As to limitation, see also footnotes to proviso to s. 1 , ante p. 38. 

(3) The expression ** financial year ” means the year ending on the thirty-first 
day of March Cs. 10). post, 

(4) Presumably the date of the Royal Assent, 23rd December, 1919. 

beglrmlng of sub-s. (1) to “ provided that repealed by the 
Statute Law Revision Act, 1927. As to repeal of repealing enactments, sec note 
on p. 1, ante. 

(6) As to a library authority, see footnote (4^ to e. 2 Q). ante. 
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giving reasonable notice to the overseers of the parish or 
parishes concerned, and in the case of an area situate within 
a borough including a metropolitan borough or urban 
district after consultation with the council of the borough or 
urban district, charge any expenses incurred by them under 
those Acts on any parish or parishes which in the opinion 
of the council of the county are served by any institution 
which has been provided or is being maintained by that 
coTincil under those Acts : 

Provided that the coimcU. of a county shall not charge 
any expenses so incurred on any parish or parishes within 
an existing library district without the concurrence of the 
library authority of that district. 

(3) The accounts of the receipts and expenditure under 
the Public Libraries Acts of the council of a county shall 
be audited in manner provided by section seventy-one of 
the Local Government Act, 1888.^ 

POWER TO RESCIND RESOLUTIONS OF COUNTY COUNCaLS 
ADOPTING TBTi PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACTS. 

5. — (1) The council of a county by whom a resolution 
has been passed under this Act® adopting the Public Libraries 
Acts may, if they think it advisable so to do with a view 
to the better carrying into effect of those Acts in any district,® 
apply to the Board^ for an order rescinding the resolution 
aiS respects that district, and the Board* may on any such 
application, if they think fit, make an order accordingly, 
and thereupon the Public Libraries Acts shall, as respects 
that district, have effect as from the date specified in that 
behalf in the order as though the resolution had not been 
passed. 

(2) Any order made under this section may contain such 
consequential and supplemental provisions with respect to 
the transfer of any property or rights acquired or habililaes 
incurred under the Public libraries Acts® from the council 
of the county to the hbrary authority of the district con- 
cerned as the Board* think fit, but no such liabilities shall 

(1) See post p. 67. 

(2) S. ante. 

(3) For definition, see snb-s. 3 of this section. 

(4) Board of Education, see s. 10, post. 

(5) See also s. 2 (2), ante. 
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be transferred to such last-mentioned library authority 
without their consent. 

(3) In this section the expression “ district ” means, 
as the case requires, either a library district or a district 
which would have been a library district if a resolution 
adopting the Public Libraries Acts had not been passed 
under tMs Act by the council of the county. 

POWER OE CBRTAIK LIBBARY ATJTHOBITIES TO PHECHASE 
LAirn COMPTTLSOEILY. 

6. A library authority, being the local education authority 
for the purpose of Part 11. of the Education Act, 1902,^ 
may be authorised to purchase land compulsorily for the 
purpose of any of their powers or duties under the Public 
Libraries Acts in the same manner as they are authorised 
to purchase land compulsorily for the purpose of their 
powers or duties under the Education Acts, 1870 to 1918, 
and subsection (1) of section thirty-four of the Education 
Act, 1918,2 shall apply accordingly with the substitution of 
a reference to the il^blic Libraries Acts for references therein 
to the Education Acts, and with the omission of proviso (6) 
thereof. 

REPEAL OP S. 3 OP 56 AND 57 VICT. O. 11. 

7. Section three of the PvMic Libraries Act, 1893,® shall 
cease to have effect, and accordingly*^ any resolution passed in 
accordance with the ordinary procedure of the council 
concerned shall have full effect for the purposes of that Act. 


POWER OP PROVIDING SCHOOLS OP SCIENCE AND OP ART 
UNDER S. 11 OP 55 AND 56 VICT. C. 53 TO CEASE. 

8. As from the date of the commencement of this Act,® 
the power of providing schools for science and schools for 


(1) Viz., the cotmoil of a coTinty or ooonty boroiigh; see footnoto (1) to s. 3 (1), 
ante. 

(2) Most of the Education Act, 1918, was repealed by the consolidatitiff Act 
of 1921. As to the compulsory purchase of land, see s. Ill of the 1921 Act, 
vostf p. 89, which re-enacts the s, 34 here referred to ; the “ omission of 
proviso (b) ” does not now apply as this proviso is omitted in t he consolidating 
Act. See also S.R.O. 1925, No. 1236, post, p, 02. 

(3) Ante, p. 26 ; s. 3 contained proceedings for adoption but it is now repealed 
by 3, 11 (2) and soh. of this Act. 

(4) Repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1927, As to the repeal of 
repealing enactments, see note on p. 1, avie. 

(d) 23rd December, 1919, the date of the Royal Assent. 
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art conferred by section eleven of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1892,^ shall cease, without prejudice, however, to the 
power of maintainmg under the Public Libraries Acts any 
such school established under that section before that date. 

POWER OP PROVIDING MUSEUMS UNDER 54 AND 55 VIOT. 

C. 22 TO CEASE. 

9* As from the date of the commencement of this Act,^ 
so much of section four of the Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, 1891,® as authorises the provision of museums in 
England and Wales shall cease to have eflEect, without pre- 
judice however, subject as hereinafter provided, to the 
power of maintaining under that Act any museum estab- 
lished thereunder before the said date : 

Provided that, where the district for which a museum 
has been provided under the said Act at the said date is, 
or is part of, or at any time after the said date becomes, 
or becomes part of, a district which is a library district 
within the meaning of the Public Libraries Act,^ the museum 
shall be transferred to the library authority of the district,® 
and be maintained by that authority as though it had been 
provided under those Acts. 

INTERPRETATION. 

10. For the purposes of this Act — 

The expression '"the Public Libraries Acts’’ means 
the Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1901, and this Act; 

The expression '' the Board ” means the Board of 
Education ; 

The expression existing library area ” means a district 
as respects which the Pubho Libraries Acts are in 
force and in which expenses have, within the last 
preceding financial year, been incurred for the 
purposes of those Acts, or in which a public library 

(1) Ante, p. 12. 

(2) 23rd December, 1919, the date of the Royal Assent. 

(3) MuKeums and GjTimasiums Act, 1891, s. “An urban anthority may 
provide and maintain museums for the reception of local antiquities or other 
objects of interest, and gymnasiums vdth all the apparatus ordinarily used there- 
with, and may erect any buildings, and generally do all things necessary for the 
provision and maintenanco of such museums and gjTimasiums.’* See post, p. 70. 

<4) Ante, pp. 6 and 42. 

(5) As to library authority, see footnote (4) to s. 2 (1), ante. 
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has been established and is being maintained under 
or by virtue of any local Act ; 

The expression “ financial year ” means the year ending 
on the thirty-first day of March. 

SHORT TITLE AND REPEAL. 

11, — (1) This Act may be cited as the Public Libraries 
Act, 1919, and shall be construed as one with the Public 
Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1901, and those Acts and this Act 
may be cited together as the Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 
1919. 

(2) The enactments mentioned in the schedule to this Act 
a/fe hesr^yy repealed to the exteni specified in the third column 
of thai schedule?- 


SCHEDULE.! 


Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

1 

Extent of Repeal. 

65 & 56 Viet, 
c. 53. 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1892. 

Section two ; in section three 
the words ** or with respect 
“ to any limitation of the 
“ rate other than the limita 
“ tions specified in this 
" Act ; subsection (4) of 
section twenty- one. 

56 & 57 Viet. 

The Public Libraries 

In section two the words 

c. 11. 

(Amendment) Act, 
1893. 

subject to the conditions 
“ contained in the second 
‘‘ section of that Act ” and 
the words “ and the limi- 
“ tation of the maximum 
“ rate to be levied for 
“ the purposes of that Act 
** may within the limits 
** fixed by that Act be 
“ fixed, raised or re- 
“ moved ” ; section three. 

1 Edw, 7 c. 19 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1901. 

Section ten. 


(1) Itepealed by the Statute Law Reviiaon Act, 1927* As to repeal of i-epoaliug 
enactments, see note on p. 1, ante. 
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Byelaws— Borrowing Powers— Audit of Accounts. 

Public Health Act, 1876. (38 & 39 Viet. c. 55.) 

Byelaws,^ ss. 182-6. 

182. AU byelaws made by a local authority^ under and for 
the purposes of this Act shah be under their common seal ; 
and auy such byelaw may be altered or repealed by a 
subsequent byelaw made pursuant to the provisions of this 
Act : Provided that no byelaw made under this Act by a 
local authority shall be of any effect if repugnant to the 
laws of England or to the provisions of this Act. 

188. Any local authority may, by any byelaws made by 
them under this Act, impose on offenders against the same 
such reasonable penalties as they think fit, not exceeding 
the sum of five poimds for each offence, and in the case of a 
continuing offence a further penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings for each day after written notice of the offence 
from the local authority; but aU such byelaws imposing 
any penalty shall be so framed as to allow of the recovery 
of any sum less than the full amount of the penalty. 

Nothing in the provisions of any Act incorporated here- 
with shall authorise the imposition or recovery under any 
byelaws made in pursuance of such provisions of any 
greater penalty than the penalties in this section specified. 

184. Byelaws made by a local authority under this Act 
shall not take effect unless and until they have been sub- 
mitted to and confirmed by the [Board of Education],® 
which Board is hereby empowered to allow or disallow the 


(1) Byelaws under s. 3 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901, shall be made in 
accordance with the provisions respecting byelaws under this Act. See Public 
Libraries Act, 1901, s, 3 (2), ante, p, 32. 

(2) The expression “ local authority ” shall include in every case a library 
authority. See Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 3 (2). 

(3) Byelaws were formerly submitted to the iMinistry of Health for confirmation. 
See the Ministry of Health (Public Libraries, Museums and Gymnasiums Transfer 
of Powers) Order, 1920, post, p. 103. 
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same as it may tTiink proper ; nor shall any such byelaws be 
confirmed — 

Unless notice of intention to apply for confirmation of the 
same has been given in one or more of the local news- 
papers circulated within the district to which such 
byelaws relate, one month at least before the making of 
such application; and 

Unless for one month at least before any such application 
a copy of the proposed byelaws has been kept at the 
office of the local authority, and has been open during 
office homrs thereat to the inspection of the ratepayers 
of the district to which such byelaws relate, without fee 
or reward. 

The clerk of the local authority shall, on the application 
of any such ratepayer, furnish him with a copy of such 
proposed byelaws or any part thereof, on payment of 
sixpence for every hundred words contained in such copy. 

A byelaw required to be confirmed by the [Board of Edu- 
eationP shall not require confirmation allowance or approval 
by any other authority. 

185. — All byelaws made by a local authority under this 
Act, or for purposes the same as or similar to those of this 
Act imder any local Act, shall be printed and hung up in the 
office of such authority ; and a copy thereof shall be delivered 
to any ratepayer of the district to which such byelaws 
relate, on his application for the same; a copy of any 
byelaws made by a rural authority shall also be transmitted 
to the overseers of every parish to which such byelaws 
relate, and to be open to the inspection of any ratepayer of 
the parish at all reasonable hours. 

186. A copy of any byelaws made under this Act by a 
local authority (not being the council of a borough), signed 
and certified by the clerk of such authority to be a true copy 
and to have been duly confirmed, shall be evidence until the 
contrary is proved in all legal proceedings of the due making 
confirmation and existence of such byelaws without farther 
or other proof. 

(1) Byelaws were formerly submitted to tbe Ministry of Health for confirmation. 
See the Ministry of Health (Public Libnudes, Museums and Gymnasltims, Trans- 
fer of Powers) Order, 1920, Dost, p. 103. 
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BOERO\rarG POWERS,^ ss. 233, 234, 236-9. 

238. Any local authority may, with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board [Ministry of Health],® for the purpose 
of defraying any costs, charges and expenses incurred or to 
be incurred by them in the execution of the Sanitary Acts 
or of this Act, or for the purpose of discharging any loans 
contracted under the Sanitary Acts or this Act, borrow or 
re-borrow, and take up at interest, any sums of money 
necessary for defraying any such costs, charges and expenses, 
or for discharging any such loans as aforesaid. 

An urban authority may borrow or re-borrow any such 
sums on the credit of any fund or all or any rates or rate out 
of which they are authorised to defray expenses incurred 
by them in the execution of this Act, and for the purpose 
of securing the repayment of any sums so borrowed, with 
interest thereon, they may mortgage to the persons by or on 
behalf of whom such sums are advanced any such fund or 
rates or rate, 

A rural authority may borrow or re-borrow any such 
sums, if applied or intended to be applied to general expenses 
of such authority, on the credit of the common fund out of 
which such expenses are payable, and if applied or intended 
to be applied to special expenses of such authority, on the 
credit of any rate or rates out of which such expenses are 
payable, and for the purpose of securing the repayment of 
any sums so borrowed, with interest thereon, they may 
mortgage to the persons by or on behalf of whom such sums 
are advanced any such fund, rate or rates. 


(1) Applied to libraries by tbe Public Ldbraiies Act, 1892, s. 19 (2), anfe, p. 18, 

as if the library authority were an urban authority, and as if references to the 
I^blio Libraries Act, 1892, were substituted in these sections for references to 
the Ihiblic Health Act, 1875. The Local Government Act, 1894, s. 12 (3) lays 
it down that a parish council shall not borrow for the purposes of any of the 
adoptive Acts otherwise than in accordance with that Act. As the Local Govern- 
ment Act, 1894, itself applies the sections of the Public Health Act, 1875, relating 
to borrowing powers, there can be no doubt as to tbe fact that loans can only 
be raised in the manner set out by these sections above, but the authority for 
60 doing is under the Local Government Act, 1894, and not under either the 
Public Health Act, 1875, or the Public Libraries Act, 1892. As to borrowing 
powers of county councils, see the Local Government Act, 1888, s. 69, post, 
p- 66, as applied by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 1 (3). The noimal 
periods allowed for the repayment of loans is : erection of buildings, extensions 
and alterations, 30 years; for furniture and fittings, 15 years; for books, 5 years. 
See footnote (4) to s. 19 of tbe Public Libraries Act, 1892, antA, p. 18. „ , v 

(2) Now the ministry of Health, see the Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a)* 
post, p. 102. 


D 




50 


THE LAW EBLATING TO 


234. The exercise of the powers of borrowing conferred 
by this Act shall be subject to the following regulations; 
(namely) 

(1) Money shall not be borrowed except for permanent 

works^ (including under this expression any works 
of which cost ought in the opinion of the [Ministry 
of Health] to be spread over a term of years) : 

( 2 ) 2 

(3) 2 

(4) The money may be borrowed for such time, not 

exceeding sixty years, as the local authority, with 
the sanction of the [Mnistry of Health], determine 
in each case ; and, subject as aforesaid, the local 
authority shall either pay ofi the moneys so 
borrowed by equal annual instalments of principal 
or of principal and interest, or they shall in every 
year set apart as a sinking fund, and accumulate 
in the way of compound interest by investing the 
same in the purchase of Exchequer bills or other 
Government securities, such sums as will with 
accumulations in the way of compound interest be 
sufficient, after payment of aU expenses, to pay 
off the moneys so borrowed within the period 
sanctioned : 

(5) A local authority may at any time apply the whole or 

any part of a sinking fund set apart under this 
Act in or towards the discharge of the moneys for 
the repayment of which the fund has been estab- 
lished : Provided that they pay into the fund in 
each year and accumulate until the whole of the 
moneys borrowed are discharged, a sum equivalent 
to the interest which would have been produced 
by the sinking fund or the part of the ranking fund 
so applied : 

(6) Where money is borrowed for the purpose of dis- 

charging a previous loan, the time for repayment 
of the money so borrowed shall not extend beyond 
the unexpired portion of the period for which the 


(1) As to penuaiaeat works see footnote (4) on p< 18> ante. 

( 3) Snb -ss. (2 ) and (3 >, which Imposed a limit, are repealed as from the 1st Ootoher, 
1929, by the Local Government Act, 1929, s» 74, 12th soh., Part V, 
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original loan was sanctioned, unless with the 
sanction of the [Mnistry of Health], and shall in 
no case be extended beyond the period of sixty 
years from the date of the original loan. 

Where any urban authority borrow any money for the 
purpose of defraying private improvement expenses, or 
expenses in respect of which they have determined a part 
only of the district to be liable, it shall be the duty of such 
authority, as between the ratepayers of the district, to make 
good, so far as they can, the money so borrowed, as occasion 
requires, either out of private improvement rates, or out of 
a rate levied in such part of the district as aforesaid. 

286, Every mortgage authorised to be made under this 
Act shall be by deed, truly stating the date consideration 
and the time and place of payment, and shall be sealed with 
the common seal of the local authority, and may be made 
according to the form contained in schedule IV to this 
Act, or to the like efiect.^ 

237. There shall be kept at the of&ce of the local authority 
a register of the mortgages on each rate, and within fourteen 
days after the date of any mortgage an entry shall be made 
in the register of the number and date thereof, and of the 
names and description of the parties thereto, as stated in 
the deed. Every such register shall be open to public 
inspection during ofl&ce hours at the said office, without fee 
or reward ; and any clerk or other person having the custody 
of the same, refusing to allow such inspection, shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

288. Any mortgagee or other person entitled to any mort- 
gage under this Act may transfer his estate and interest 
therein to any other person by deed duly stamped, truly 
stating its date and the consideration for the transfer; and 
such transfer may be according to the form contained in 
schedule IV to this Act, or to the like effect.^ 

There shall be kept at the office of the local authority a 
register of the transfers of mortgage charged on each rate, 
and within thirty days after the date of such deed of transfer. 


(1) The form referred to is Form H, vosU p. 57. 

(2) The form referred to is Form X, posl^ p. 58. 
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if executed within the United Kingdom, or within thirty 
days after its arrival in the United Kingdom, if executed 
elsewhere, the same shall be produced to the clerk of the 
local authority, who shall, on payment of a sum not exceed- 
ing five shillings, cause an entry to be made in such register 
of its date, and of the names and description of the parties 
thereto, as stated in the transfer; and until such entry is 
made the local authority shall not be in any manner respon- 
sible to the transferee. 

On the registration of any transfer the transferee his 
executors or administrators shall be entitled to the full 
benefit of the original mortgage and the principal and 
interest secured thereby; and any transferee may in like 
Tna.TiTiAT- transfer his estate and interest in any such mort- 
gage ; and no person except the last transferee his executors 
or administrators shall be entitled to release or discharge 
any such mortgage or any money seciored thereby. 

If the clerk of the local authority wilfully neglects or 
refuses to make in the register any entry by this section 
required to be made, he shall be hable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds. 

339. If at the expiration of six months from the time 
when any principal money or interest has become due on 
any mortgage of rates made under this Act, and after 
dflTna.nd in writing, the same is not paid, the mortgagee or 
other person entitled thereto may, without prejudice to any 
other mode of recovery, apply for the appointment of a 
receiver to a court of summary jurisdiction; and such 
court may, after hearing the parties, appoint in writing 
under their hands and seals some person to collect and 
receive the whole or a competent part of the rates liable to 
the payment of the principal or interest in respect of which 
the application ib made, until such principal or interest, or 
both, as the ease may be, together with the costs of the 
application and of collection, are fuUy paid. 

On such appointment being made all such rates, or such 
competent part thereof as aforesaid, shall be paid to the 
person appointed, and when so paid shall be so much money 
received by or to the use of the mortgagee or mortgagees ol 
such rates, and shall be rateably apportioned between them : 
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Provided that no snch application shall be entertained 
unless the sum or sums due and owing to the applicant 
amount to one thousand pounds, or unless a joint applica- 
tion is made by two or more mortgagees or other persons 
to whom there may be due, after such lapse of time and 
demand as last aforesaid, moneys collectively amounting to 
that sum. 

ATTDIT OF ACCOXTNTS OP LOCAL AtTTHOEITrES, SS. 246-247, 

249, 250.1 

245. Accounts of the receipis and expenditure imder this 
Act of every local authority shall be made up in such form 
and to such day in every year as the [Ministry of Health] 
may appoint. 

246. Where an urban authority are the council of a 
borough the accounts of the receipts and expenditure under 
this Act of such authority shall be audited and examined 
by the auditors of the borough, and shall be published in 
like manner, and at the same time as the municipal accounts, 
and the auditors shall proceed in the audit after like notice 
and in like manner, shall have like powers and authorities, 
and perform like duties, as in the case of auditing the 
municipal accounts. 

Each of such auditors shall in respect of each audit be 
paid such reasonable remtmeration, not being less than two 
guineas for every day in which they are employed in such 
audit, as such authority from time to time appoint. Any 
order of such authority for the payment of any money may 
be removed by certiorari, and like proceedings may be had 
thereon as under section forty-four of the Act of the first 
year of Her Majesty, chapter seventy-eight,^ with respect 
to orders of the council of a borough for payments out of 
the borough fund. 

247. Where an urban authority are not the council of a 
borough the following regulations with respect to audit 
shall be observed; (namely,) 

(1) The accotmts of the receipts and expenditure under 
this Act of sucli authority shall be audited and 

(1) As to audit generally, see s. 20 of the Public Libraries Act, 1892, and. the 

footnotes thereto, ^ ^ 

(2) Viz., Municipal Corporations Amendment Act, 1837, which was rep^ed by 
8. & and Bch. I of the Municipal Corporations Act, 18S2. S. 44 here referred to was 
replaced by s. 141 of the 1882 Act. 
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examined once in every year, as soon as can^ be 
after the twenty-fifth day of March, by the auditor 
of accounts relating to the relief of the poor . . . . ^ 

(3) '^ Before each audit such authority shall, after receivmg 

from the auditor the requisite appointment, give 
at least fourteen days notice of the time and place 
at which the same will he made, and of the deposit 
of accounts required by this section, by advertise- 
ment in some one or more of the local newspapers 
circulated in the district; and the production of 
the newspaper containing such notice shall be 
deemed to be sufficient proof of such notice on 
any proceeding whatsoever : 

(4) A copy of the accounts duly made up and balanced, 

together with all rate books account books deeds 
contracts accounts vouchers and receipts men- 
tioned or referred to in such accounts, shall be 
deposited in the office of such authority, and be 
open, during office hours thereat, to the inspection 
of all persons interested for seven clear days before 
the audit, and all such persons shall be at liberty 
to take copies of or extracts from the same, without 
fee or reward; and any officer of such authority 
duly appointed in that behalf neglecting to make 
up such accounts and books, or altering such 
accounts and books, or allowiag them to be altered 
when so made up, or refusing to allow inspection 
thereof, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds : 

(5) For the purpose of any audit under this Act, every 

auditor may, by summons in writing, require the 
production before him of all books deeds contracts 
accounts vouchers receipts and other documents 
and papers which he may deem necessary, and 
may require any person holding or accoimtable 
for any such books deeds contracts accounts 

(1) l^mainder of subsection (1) €md Tvhole of subsection (2), repealed by the 
Distnot Auditors Act, 1879, s. 11 and 2nd schedule. The Distiict Auditors 
Act is set out on pp. 58-^2. 

„ (2) Modified by the Local Authorises (Audit) Order, 1928, (S.R.O. 1928 
NTo. 1T7). 
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vouchers receipts documents or papers to appear 
before him at any such audit or any adjournment 
thereof, and to make and sign a declaration as to 
the correctness of the same; and if any such 
person neglects or refuses so to do, or to produce 
any such books deeds contracts accounts vouchers 
receipts documents or papers, or to make or sign 
such declaration, he shall incur for every neglect 
or refusal a penalty not exceeding forty shillings ; 
and if he falsely or corruptly makes or signs any 
such declaration, knowing the same to be untrue 
in any material particular, he shall be liable to the 
penalties inflicted on persons guilty of wilful and 
corrupt perjury : 

(6) Any ratepayer or owner of property in the district 

may be present at the audit, and may make any 
objection to such accounts before the auditor; 
and such ratepayers and owners shall have the 
same right of appeal against allowances by an 
auditor as they have by law against disallowances : 

(7) Any auditor acting in pursuance of this section shall 

disallow every item of account contrary to law, 
and surcharge the same on the person making or 
authorising the making of the illegal payment, and 
shall charge against any person accounting the 
amount of any deficiency or loss incurred by the 
negligence or misconduct of that person, or of any 
sum which ought to have been but is not brought 
into account by that person, and shall in every 
such case certify the amount due from such 
person, and on application by any party aggrieved 
shall state in writing the reasons for his decision in 
respect of such disallowance or surcharge, and also 
of any allowance which he may have made : 

( 8 ) " 

(9) Every sum certified to be due from any person by 
an auditor under this Act shall be paid by such 
person to the treasurer of such authority within 
fourteen days after the same has been certified, 

CD Hepealed by the Audit (Local Authorities) Act, 1927 <17 & 18 Geo. 5, 
o- 31, s, 4 (4». 
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unless there is an appeal against the decision; 
and if such sum is not paid, and there is no such 
appeal, the auditor shall recover the same from 
the person against whom the same has been certi- 
fied to be due by the like process and with the like 
powers as in the ease of sums certified on the audit 
of the poor rate accounts, and shall be paid by 
such authority all such costs and expenses, in- 
cluding a reasonable compensation for loss of 
time incurred by him in such proceedings, as are 
not recovered by him from such person ; 

(10)^ Within fourteen days after the completion of the 
audit, the auditor shall report on the accounts 
audited and examined, and shall deliver such 
report to the clerk of such authority, who shall 
cause the same to be deposited in their office, and 
shall publish an abstract of such accounts in some 
one or more of the local newspapers circulated in 
the district. 

Where the provisions as to audit of any local Act consti- 
tuting a board of improvement commissioners are repugnant 
to or inconsistent with those of this Act, the audit of 
the accoimts of such improvement commissioners shall be 
conducted in all respects in accordance with the provisions of 
this Act. 

548. a 

549. On the application of any local authority whose 
accounts are required by this Act to be audited to the clerk 
of the peace of the county in which the district of such 
authority is wholly or in part situated, the said clerk or his 
deputy shall tax any bill due to any solicitor or attorney 
in respect of legal business performed on behalf of such 
authority ; and the allowance of any sum on such taxation 
shall be prima fade evidence of the reasonableness of the 
amount, but not of the legality of the charge. 

The clerk of the peace shall be allowed for such taxation 
a remuneration after the rate to be fixed by the master of 

(1) Modified by the Local AathoritieB (Anditl Order, 1928 (S.R.O. 1928, 
No. 177). 

2i8 repealed by the Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, s 69, and 

8th schedule. 
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the Crown Office, and declared by an order of the [Ministry 
of Health.] 

If any such bill is not taxed by the clerk of the peace or 
some other duly authorised taxing officer before being 
presented to the auditors or auditor, the decision of the 
auditors or auditor upon the reasonableness and the legality 
of the charge shall be final. 

250. The accounts under this Act of officers or assistants 
of any local authority who are required to receive moneys 
or goods on behalf of such authority shall be audited by 
the auditors or auditor of the accounts of such authority, 
with the same powers incidents and consequences as in the 
case of such last-mentioned accounts. 

SCHEDULE IV. 

FORMS. 

Form H.^ 

Form of Mortgage of Rates. 

By virtue of the Public Health Act, 1875, we the 

being the local authority under that Act for the 

district of in consideration of the sum of 

paid to the treasurer of the said district by 

A.B. of for the purposes of the said Act, do 

grant and assign imto the said A.B., his executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns, such proportion of the rates arising or 
accruing by virtue of the said Act from \the rates mortgaged] 

as the said sum of doth or shall bear to the 

whole sum which is or shall be borrowed on the credit of the 
said rates, to hold to the said A.B., his executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns, from the day of the date hereof untU 

the said sum of with interest at the rate of 

per centum per annum for the same, shall be fully 

paid and satisfied : And it is hereby declared, that the 

said principal sum shall be repaid on the day 

of at [pZoce of payment]. Dated this 

day of one thousand [nine] hundred and 


\To be sealed with the common seal of the locals authority,] 


(1) See s. 236, ante, p. 51. 
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PORM I.^ 

Farm of Transfer of Mortgage, 

1 A. B. of in consideration of the sum 

of paid to me by C. D., of , do 

hereby transfer to the said C. D., his executors, administrators, 

and assigns, a certain mortgage, bearing date the 

day of and made by the local authority 

under the Public Health Act, 1875, for the district of 

for securing the sum of and 

interest thereon at per centum per annum [or 

if such transfer be by endorsement on the mortgage^ insert^ 
instead of ike words immediately following the word “ assigns ’’ 
the within security], and all my right estate and interest in 
and to the money thereby secured, and in and to the rates 
thereby assigned. In witness whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand and seal this day of one 

thousand [nine] hundred and 

A. B. (l.s.) 

Audit of Accounts— District Auditors. 

District Auditors Act, 1879.^ (42 Viet. c. 6.) 

1. This Act may be cited as the District Auditors Act, 
1879. 

2 ^ the whole of the salaries or remunera- 

tion and of the expenses of district auditors, to such amount 
as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, shall be paid out of 
moneys provided by Parliament; and for the purpose of 
contributing to the amount required for the payment of 
such salaries, remuneration, and expenses, there shall be 
charged on every local authority whose accounts are audited 
by a district auditor a stamp duty for the use of [His] Majesty, 
according to the scale contained in the First Schedule to 
this Act,^ and such duty shall be levied by a stamp on the 
certificate of the auditor hereinafter mentioned. 

(1) See s. 238, ante, p. 51. 

(2) As to the audit of accounts generally and other enactments relating to 
au<nt, see s. 20, and footnotes thereto, of the Public Libraries Act, 1892, ante, 

(3) The preamble and part of s. 2 of this Act was repealed by the Statute Law 
Revision Act, 1894. 

(4) See note to the First Schedule of this Act, post 
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3, Where the accounts of the receipts and expenditure of 
a local authority are audited by a district auditor, the local 
authority shall prepare and submit to the district auditor 
at every audit (other than an extraordinary audit^ held in 
pursuance of section six of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1866,2) a financial statement^ in duplicate in the prescribed 
form and containing the prescribed particulars f one of 
such duplicates shall have the stamp charged under this Act 
affixed thereon, and the auditor at the conclusion of the 
audit shall cancel that stamp, and certify on each duplicate, 
in the prescribed form, the amount in words at length of the 
expenditure so audited and allowed, and further, that the 
regulations with respect to such statement have been duly 
complied with, and that he has ascertained by the audit the 
correctness of the statement. 

He shall forthwith send the duplicate so stamped and 
certified by him to the [Minister of Health] ; and in such 
case a return of the receipts or expenditure comprised in 
such statement need not, unless the [Minister of Health] so 
requires, be sent to the [Minister] in pursuance of the Local 
Taxation Returns Acts, 1860 and 1877. 

4* The [Minister of Health] may from time to time appoint 
such number of district auditors as [he] may, with the 
sanction of the Treasury, think necessary for the performance 
of the duties of auditing the accounts which are for the 
time being by law subject to be audited by district auditors, 
and may from time to time remove such auditors. 

The [Minister] may from time to time assign to district 
auditors their duties, and the districts in which such auditors 
respectively are to act, and may from time to time change 
wholly or in part such duties or districts ; and every district 
so assigned to a district auditor, whether originally or upon 
any change, shall be deemed to be an audit district within 
the meaning of any enactment relating to district auditors 


(1) Section 3 of this Act does not apply in the case of an extraordinary audit 

held under the Audit (Local Authoiirles, etc.) Act, 1923 (see proviso to sub- 
section (2) of s. 2 of that Act). . , , . , ^ ^ 

(2) The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1866, was repealed bv the Poor Law Act, 
1927, s. 245 and 11th soh. which was in turn repealed by the Poor Law Act, 1930. 

(3) Orders, circulars, etc., relating to accounts and financial statements, issued 
from time to time, are included in the series of Statutory Rules and Orders, 
published by Authority, and in the Local Government Reports (Part II, Orders 
etc.), published by Knight & Go., Ltd., Tooley Street, S.E. 1. 
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or their districts, and the auditor to whom any district is 
assigned shall be deemed to be the district auditor for that 
district. 

The [Minister] may also, with the consent of the Treasurj^ 
appoint from time to time a person or persons, either tem- 
porarily or otherwise, to assist a district auditor in the 
performance of his duties, and any person so appointed shall, 
subject to any exceptions made by the terms of his appoint- 
ment, have the same powers and duties and be subject to 
the same obligations as the district auditor whom he is 
appointed to assist. 

The [Minister], with the like consent, may assign to a 
person so appointed such salary or remuneration and such 
sum for his expenses as may seem fit, and such salary, 
remuneration, and expenses shall be paid out of moneys 
provided by Parliament. 

5 . Where any account of the receipts and expenditure of 
a local authority are subject by law to be audited by a 
district auditor, the [Minister of Health] may from time to 
time by order make, and when made revoke and vary, such 
regulations as seems to the [Minister] necessary or proper 
respecting the audit of such accounts, including the form 
of keeping the accounts of the local authority and their 
ofiSicers, the day or days to which the accounts are to be 
made up, the time within which they are to be examined by 
the local authority, the mode in which, if it is so prescribed, 
they are to be certified by the local authority or any officer 
of that authority, the mode of publishing the time and place 
of holding the audit, the persons by whom such accounts are 
to be produced for audit, and the mode of conducting the 
audit, and an order xmder this section shall be deemed to be 
an order within the meaning of section ninety-eight of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834.^ 

6. The duties charged under this Act shall be deemed 
to be stamp duties under the management of the Com- 
missioners of Inland Kevenue, and aU the Acts relating to 
stamp duties, particularly those relating to forgery, fraudu- 
lent dies, and other offences in connexion with stamp duties, 

(1) The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, was repealed by the Poor Law Act, 
1927, 8. 245 and sch. 11, which was in tnm repealed by the Poor Law Act, 1930, 
This latter Act (s. 139), in eftect, re-enacts s. 98 of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 
1834, referred to above, so far as it relates to orders by the l^Iinister of Health. 
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shall apply accordingly ; and such duties may, if the 
Commissioners so direct, be denoted by adhesive stamps, to 
be cancelled by the auditor as provided by this Act. 

7. If a local authority fail to comply with the provisions 
of this Act with respect to a financial statement, such local 
authority, or if a clerk to the local authority is appointed, 
that clerk, and if no clerk is appointed, but there is a 
treasurer or other officer keeping the accounts which should 
be comprised in such financial statement, that treasurer or 
other officer shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty 
pounds for each offence, to be recovered by action on behalf 
of [His] Majesty in the High Court of Justice. 

8. In this Act, — 

The expression “ local rate ” means the poor rate, the 
general district rate, and every rate the proceeds of 
which are applicable to public local purposes, and 
which is leviable on the basis of a poundage assessment 
of the value of property, and includes any sum 
which, though obtained in the first instance by a 
precept, certificate, or other instrument requiring 
payment from some authority or officer, is or can be 
ultimately raised out of a rate as before defined. 

The expression “local authority” means any person 
or body of persons who receive and expend any local 
rate [including library commissioners],^ but does not 
include overseers of the poor. 

The expression “prescribed” means prescribed from 
time to time by the [Minister of Health]. 

The expression “ Treasury ” . . 

9 . ® 

10 . » 

(2) Any auditor appointed in pursuance of any enactment 
hereby repealed shall (save as may be prescribed) have the 

(1) Library oommissionerB shall be included in the expression “ local authority.’' 
See PubUo Libraries Act, 1892, s. 20 (2), ante, p. 19. 

<2) Section 8 so far as it relates to “ Treasury ” was repealed by the Statute 
Law Beyislon Act, 1894. As to the meaning of " Treasury,” see s. 13 (2) of the 
Interpretation Act, 1 889. 

(3) Sections 9, 10, 11 in part were repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 
1894. 
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same powers and duties and be subject to the same obliga- 
tions as if such enactment had not been repealed. 

12,^ Nothing in this Act shall prevent a district auditor 
from recovering . ■ • C'Hy expenses . . . which he 

may . . . incuT, in any proceedings which he is author- 

ised or required to take or defend under the statutes in that 
behalf.s 


ITRST SCHEDULE. 

SCALE OF STA3IP DUTIES PAYABLE BY LOCAL AUTHOEITIES.® 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

ACTS EEPBALED.® 


(1) Section 12 in part was repealed by the Statute Law Bevieion Act« 1894. 

(2) As to the recovery ot sums certified by the Auditor see s. 3 ot the Audit 
(Loc^ Authoxitles) Act, 1927. 

(3) The schedules were repealed by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1894. 
For the new scale of stamp duties, see the Audit Stamp Duty (Local Authorities} 
Order, 1921 (S.R.O. 1921, No. 1895). 
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Mnnidpal Colourations — ^Accounts and Audit. 

Municipal Corporations Act, 1882. 

(45 & 46 Viet. c. 50.) 

ACCOUISTS AJSTD AUDIT,^ SS. 25-28.^ 

25. — (1) There shall be three borough auditors, two 
elected by the burgesses, called elective auditors, and one 
appointed by the mayor, called mayor’s auditor. 

(2) An elective auditor must be qualified to be a coun- 
cillor, but may not be a member of the cotmcil or the town 
clerk or the treasurer. 

(3) The mayor’s auditor must be a member of the 
council. 

(4) The term of ofl&ce of each auditor shall be one year. 

(6) The appointment of the mayor’s auditor shall be made 

on the ordinary day of election of the elective auditors. 

(6) On a casual vacancy in his office an appointment to 
fill it shall be made within ten days after the occurrence 
of the vacancy. 

26. The treasurer shall make up his accounts half-yearly 
to such dates as the coimcil, with the approval of the 
IManistry of Health], from time to time appoint; and, 
subject to any such appointment, to the dates in use at the 
commencement of this Act.® 

27. — (1) The treasurer shall within one month from the 
date to which he is required to make up his accounts in 
each half year, submit them, with the necessary vouchers 
and papers, to the borough auditors, and they shall audit 
them. 

(2) After the audit of the accoimts for the second half 
of each financial year the treasurer shall print a full abstract 
of his accoimts for that year. 


(1) As to audit of accounts generally, see s. 20, and notes thereto, of the 
Public Lihraries Act, 1892, ante^ p. 19, 

(2) In certain boroughs, provision is made by a local Act lor a Government 
audit, and therefore ss, 25 to 28 of this Act do not apply. For list of such 
boroughs, see the latest edition of the Chronological Table and Index to the 
Statutes. Vol. II, tit. Borough, Municipal, E. 4 (h). 

(3) This Act commenced and had effect from the 31st X882 (s. 2), 
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28. — (1) The town clerk shall make a return to the 
[Ministry of Health] of the receipts and expenditure of 
the municipal corporation for each financial year. 

(2) The return shall be made for the financial year ending 
on the twenty-fifth of March, or on such other day as the 
[Ministry of Health], on the application of the council, 
from time to time prescribe. 

(3) The return shall be in such form and contain such 
paiticulars as the [Ministry of Health] from time to time 
direct. 

(4) The return shall be sent to the [Ministry of Health] 
within one month after the completion of the audit for the 
second half of each financial year. 

(5) If the town clerk fails to make any return required 
under this section, he shall for each offence be liable to 
a fine not exceeding twenty pounds to be recovered by 
action on behalf of the Crown in the High Court. 

(6) The [Ministry of Health] shall in each year prepare 
an abstract of the returns made in pursuance of this section, 
under general heads, and it shall be laid before both Houses 
of Parliament. 
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County Councils — ^Borrowing Powers— Audit of Accounts. 

Local Government Act, 1888. 

(61 & 52 Viet. c. 41.) 

BORROWING BY COUNTY COUNCILS.^ 

69 . — (1) The county coimcil may from time to time, 
with the consent of the Local Qovemmmt Board [Ministry 
of Health],® borrow, on the security of the county fund, 
and of any revenues of the council, or on either such fund 
or revenues, or any part of the revenues, such sums as 
may be required for the following purposes, or any of them, 
that is to say : — 

(o) for consolidating the debts of the county ; and 

(6) for purchasing any land or building any building, 
which the council are authorised by any Act to 
purchase or build ; and 

(c) for any permanent work or other thing which the 

county coimcil are authorised to execute or do, 
and the cost of which ought in the opinion of the 
[Ministry of Health]® to be spread over a term of 
years; and 

(d) .s 

(e) for any purpose for which quarter sessions or the 

county council are authorised by any Act to 
borrow, 

but neither the transfer of powers by this Act nor anything 
else in this Act shall confer on the county council any power 
to borrow without the consent above mentioned, and that 
consent shall dispense with the necessity of obtaining any 
other consent which may be required by the Acts relating 
to such borrowing and the [Ministry of Health],® before 
giving their consent, shall take into consideration any 
representation made by any ratepayer or owner of property 
rated to the county fund. 

( 2 )." 


(1) Applied to libraries by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 1 (3), ante, p. 37, 
As to borrowing generally and repayment, see s. 19 and notes thereto of the 
Public Libraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 18. 

(2) Now the Ministry of Health. See Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a) 
post, p. 102. 

(3) Subsection 1 (d) relates to advances in aid of emigration and colonisation, 
and is therefore not printed here. 

(4) Subsection (2) which imposed a limit, was repealed as from 1st Octohor, 
1929, hy the Local Government Act, 1929, s. 74, 12th sch.. Part V. 
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(3) A county eoxmcil may ako from time to time, without 
any consent of the [Minktry of Health], during the period 
which was fixed for the dkcharge of any loan raised by 
t.hfiTw under this Act or transferred to them by this Act, 
borrow on the like security such amount as may be required 
for the purpose of paying off the whole or any part of such 
loan, or if any part of such loan has been re-paid otherwise 
than by capital money for re-borrowing the amoimt so 
repaid, and for the purpose of this section, “ capital money ” 
includes any instalments, annual appropriations, and 
sinking fund and the proceeds of the sale of land or other 
property, but does not include money previously borrowed 
for the purpose of repaying a loan. 

(4) AH money re-borrowed shall be repaid within the 
period fixed for the discharge of the original loan, and 
every loan for re-borrowing shall for the purpose of the 
ultimate discharge be deemed to form part of the same 
loan as the original loan, and the obligations of the council 
with respect to the discharge of the original loan shall 
not be in any way affected by means of the re-borrowing. 

(5) A loan under this section shall be repaid within such 
period, not exceeding thirty years [sixty years],^ as the 
county council, with the consent of the [Ministry of Health], 
determine in each case. 

(6) The county council shall pay off every loan either 
by equal yearly or half-yearly instalments of principal, 
or of principal and interest combined, or by means of a 
sinking fund set apart, invested, and applied in accordance 
with the Local Loans Act, 1876, and the Acts amending 
the same.* 

(7) Where a loan is raised for any special county purpose, 
the council shall take care that the sums payable in respect 


(1) By the Public Libraries Act, 1919, in the pro\’lso to s. 1 (3), sixty years 
shall be substituted in subs. (5) of this section. 

(2) Under s. 15 of the Local Loans Act, 1875, sinking: funds are established by 
such equal yearly or half-yearly payments into the fund as, being accumulated 
at compound interest, will, at the expiration of the prescribed period, be suflioient, 
after payment of all expenses, to discharge part or the whole of the loan. The first 
payment into such fund mnst be made within one year of the loan, and all sums 
paid into the fund must be invested by the local authority.^ The local authority 
may, from time to time, apply the fund, or part of it, towards the discharge 
of part or all of the loan, but the fund must not be used for any other purpose. 
Until the loan is diachai^d the local authority is required, (s. 16), to make a 
return annually as to the sinkl^ fund to the Ministry of Health. 




PXTBMO lilBitAEIES. 


67 


of the loan are charged to the special account to which the 
expenditure for that purpose is chargeable. 

(8) Where the county council are authorised to borrow 
any money on loan they may raise such money either as 
one loan or several loans, and either by stock issued under 
this Act, or by debentures or annuity certificates under the 
Local Loans Act, 1875,^ and the Acts amending the same, 
or, if special reasons exist for so borrowing,^ by mortgage, 
in accordance with sections two hundred and thirty-six 
and two hundred and thirty-seven of the Public Health 
Act, 1875.® 

(9) .® 

(10) Where the county council borrow by debentures 
such debentures may be for any amount not less than 
five pounds. 

( 11 ) .* 

( 12 ).® 

AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS OF COUNTS' COUNCIl.® 

71. — (1) The accounts of the receipts and expenditure 
of county councils shall be made up to the end of each 
local hnancial year as defined by this Act, and be in the 
form for the -time being prescribed by the [Ministry of 
Health). 

(2) The provisions of the Municipal Corporations Act, 
1882, viith respect to the return to the [Ministry of Health] 
of the accounts of a council of a borough’ and to the 
accounts of the treasurer of the borough,® and to the 
inspection and abstract thereof shall apply to the accounts 
of a county council, and of the treasurer and officers of 

(1) Local Loans Act, 1875, ss. 5--7, 

(2) The words in italics and the whole of snhseetion (9) were repealed by the 
Coxmty Cotinoils Mortgages Act, 1909. 

(3) Ainie, p. 51. 

(4) Subsection 11 relates to advances in aid of emigration and colonisation, and 
is therefore not printed here. 

(6) Subsection 12 is a reservation on the borrowing powers of the Cheshire 
County Council as regards the surplns funds of the River weaver Navigation. 

(6) Applied to libraries by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s- 4 (3). ante, p. 41. 

(7) Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, s- 28, requires the town clerk to make 
a return to the [Ministry of Health] of the receipts and expenditure of the municipal 
corporation within one month after the audit for the second half of each financial 
year. 

(8) By ss. 26 and 27 of the Municipal Corporations Act, 18S2, the Treasurer 
is required to make up his accounts half-yearly and within one mouth the accounts 
must be submitted by him to the borough auditors. After the audit for the second 
half of each financial year he is required to print a full abstract of his accounts 
for that year. 
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such council, and the said provisions respecting the return 
to the [Ministry of Health] shall extend to the return to 
that [Ministry] of a printed copy of the abstract of the 
said accounts. 

(3) The accounts of a county council and of the county 
treasurer and officers of such council, shall be audited by 
the district auditors appointed by the [Ministry of Health] 
in like manner as accounts of an urban authority and their 
officers under sections two hundred and forty-seven and 
two hundred and fifty of the Public Health Act, 1875, 
and those sections and all enactments amending them or 
applying to audit by district auditors, includii^ the enact- 
ments imposing penalties and providing for the recovery 
of sums, shall apply in hke manner as if, so far as they 
relate to an audit of the accounts of an mban authority 
and the officers of such authority, they were herein re- 
enacted with the necessary modifications, and accordingly 
all ratepayers and owners of property in the county shall 
have the hke rights, and there shall be the same appeal 
as in the case of such audit. Provided that the fiirst 
schedule to the District Auditors Act, 1879,^ shall be 
modified in manner described in the second schedule to 
this Act.® 


MuseumSi 

Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891.® 

(54 & 55 Viet. c. 22.) 

1. This Act may be cited as the Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, 1891. 


(1) Ante, p. 62. 

(2) — 


, , The modification rdates to expenditure amonnting to £100,000 and 
upwards. 

(3) Only so much of this Act as relates to museums is set out at length, and 
references to gymnasiums have, for the most part, been omitted. The Public 
Xiibrades Act, 1919, s. 9, repealed the power of local authorities to provide 
museums under this Act, without prejudice however to the power of maintaining 
under this Act any museums established before the year 1919, situated in a 
district which was not a library district. If the district was a library district, 
or at any time after 1919 became a library district, the museum would be trans- 
ferred to the library authority. The effect of this amendment was that after 
1919 museums could only be established and maintained tmder the provisions 
of the Public Libraries Acts ; therefore, apart from the purpose of maintaining 
a museum established before 1919 in a district which is not a librarv district, 
this Act is of little use at the present time. Museums are now established by 
virtue of s. 11 of the Public Ifibraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 12. 
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2. — (1) This Act shall extend to any district where the 
same is adopted as hereinafter provided, but only so far 
as the adoption extends. 

(2) This Act shall not extend to Scotland or the administra- 
tive county of London?- 

3. — (1) This Act may be adopted by any urban authority 
for their district either w’hoUy or so far as it relates to 
museums only or to gymnasiums only. 

(2) The adoption shall be by a resolution passed at a 
meeting of the urban authority, and one month at least 
before such meeting special notice of the meeting and of 
the intention to propose such resolution shall be given 
to every member of the authority, and the notice shall be 
deemed to have been duly given to a member of it, if it 
is either — 

{a) Given in the mode in which notices to attend meetings 
of the authority are usually given ; or 

(b) Where there is no such mode, then signed by the 
clerk of the authority, and delivered to the member 
or left at his usual or last known place of abode 
in England, or forwarded by post in a prepaid 
letter, addressed to the member at his usual or 
last known place of abode in England. 

(3) Such resolution shall be published by advertisement 
in some one or more newspapers circulating within the 
district of the authority, and by causing notice thereof 
to be affixed to the principal doors of every church and 
chapel in the place to which notices are usually fixed, and 
otherwise in such manner as the authority think sufficient 
for giving notice thereof to all persons interested, and shall 
come into operation at a time not less than one month after 
the first publication of the advertisement of the resolution 
as the authority may by the resolution fix, and upon its 
coming into operation the Act shall extend to that ^strict. 

(4) A copy of the resolution shall be sent to the [Minister 
of Health] [and to the Board of Education].^ 

(6) A copy of the advertisement shall be conclusive 
evidence of the resolution having been passed, unless the 

(1) Extended to London by the Public libraries Act, 1901, s. 13, ante, p. 35. 

(2) See S.R.0. 1920, No. 810, p. 103- 
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contrary be shown; and no objection to the effect of the 
resolution, on the ground that notice of the intention to pro- 
pose the same was not duly given, or on the groimd that the 
resolution was not sufficiently published, shall be made after 
three months from the date of the first advertisement. 

4. ^ An urban authority may provide and maintain museums 
for the reception of local antiquities or other objects of 
interest. . . . and may erect any buildings, and generally 
do all things necessary for the provision and maintenance 
of such museums. . . . 

5. A museum provided under this Act shall be open to 
the public not less than three days in every week free of 
charge, but subject thereto an urban authority may admit 
any person or class of persons thereto as they think fit, and 
may charge fees for such admission, or may grant the use 
of the same or of any room therein, either gratuitously or 
for pajnnent, to any person for any lecture or exhibition, 
or for any purpose of education or instruction, and the 
admission to the museum or room the use of which is so 
granted may be either with or without payment as directed 
by the urban authority, or with the consent of the urban 
authority by the person to whom the use of the museum or 
room is granted.^ 

6 . ® 

7- — (1) An urban authority may make regulations^ for all 
or any of the following matters, namely : — 

{a) For fixing the days of the week or hours of the day, as 
the case may be, during which the museum ... is 
to be open to the public free of charge : 

(6) For giving special facilities to students for the use of 
the museum : 

(c) For fixing the fees to be paid for the admission of 
persons to the museum and for the use thereof 
either by students or in any other special manner : 

<1) This section is very materially amended by s. 9 of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1919, which see, ante, p. 43. See also note (3) on p. 68. 

<2) As to adatnission to a museum provided or maintaiaed under the Public 
Libraries Acts, see s. 11 (3) of the Public Libraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 12. 

(3) Section 6 relates to admission to a gymnasium and is therefore omitted. 

(4) As to regulations and byelaws made under the authority of the Public 
LLbraries Acts, sec Public Libraries Acts, 1892, s. 15 (2), ante, p. 14, and Public 
libraries Act, 1901, s. 3, ante, p. 31. 
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(e) For prescribing conditions on which the exclusive use 
of the museum, or any room therein, ... is granted 
in any case : 

(/) For determining the duties of the . . . ofi&cers, and 
servants of the urban authority in connexion with 
a museum . . , : 

(g) Generally for regulating and managing the museum . . . 

(2) The urban authority may make byelaws for regulating 
the conduct of persons admitted to the museum . . . , and 
may by any such byelaw provide for the removal from the 
museum ... of any person infringing any such byelaw by 
any officer of the urban authority or by any constable. 

All the provisions with respect to byelaws contained in 
sections one hundred and eighty-two to one hundred and 
eighty-six of the Public Health Act, 1875,^ and any enact- 
ment amending or extending those sections, shall apply to 
all byelaws from time to time made by an urban authority 
under the powers of this Act. 

8. An urban authority may at such time as they think fit 
close a museum . . . provided by them for repairs and shall 
give a fortnight’s notice of their intention to close the same 
by affixing a notice to that effect on the door of the museum 
or gymnasium, as the case may be, or otherwise as they 
think fit. 

9. An urban authority may appoint and pay such officers 
and servants as they think fit for the purpose of a museum . . . 
provided under this Act . . 

10. — (1) The fees and other money received by an urban 
authority under this Act shall be apphed in defraying the 
expenses of the museum ... in respect of which they are 
received. 

(2) So far as such expenses are not so defrayed, they shall 
be defrayed as part of the general expenses of the execution 
by the urban authority of the Public Health Acts. 

(3) An urban authority may borrow for the purposes of 
this Act in hke manner and subject to the like conditions as 

(1) Ante, pp. 47 and 48 ; and see also S.R.O. 1920, No. 810, p. 103. 

(2) also Public Libraries Act, 1892, s. 15 (2), ante, p. 14. 


72 


THE LAW BELATIHG TO 


for the purpose of defraying the said general expenses, and 
for that purpose sections two hundred and thirty-three, two 
hundred and thirty-four, and two hundred and thirty-six 
to two hundred and thirty-nine, both inclusive, of the 
Public Health Act, 1875 (relating to borrowing),^ and 
sections two hundred and forty-two and two hundred and 
forty-three of the same Act (relating to loans by the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners), as amended by section two of 
the Public Works Loans Act, 1879, shall apply. 

(4) Separate accounts shall be kept of the receipts and 
expenditure of an urban authority in connexion with any 
museum . . . ^ established under this Act, and such accounts 
shall be audited in like manner and with the like power to 
the officer auditing the same, and with the like incidents 
and consequences as the accounts of the urban authority 
are for the time being required to be audited by law. 

(5) The amount expended by an urban authority under 
this Act shall not in any year exceed the amount produced 
by a rate of a halfpenny in the pound for a museum, and the 
like amount for a gymnasium established under this Act.^ 

11 . — (1) Land for the purposes of this Act^ may be 
acquired by an urban authority in like manner as if those 
purposes were purposes of the Public Health Act, 1875, and 
sections one hundred and seventy-five to one hundred and 
seventy-eight, both inclusive, of that Act (relating to the 
purchase of land) shall apply accordingly, but no land shall 
be so acquired otherwise than by agreement. 

(2) An urban authority may, with the consent of the 
[Ministry of Health], appropriate, for the purposes of this 
Act, any land which may be for the time being vested in 
them, or at their disposal, 

12 . — (1) Where it appears to an urban authority that a 
museum or gjmnasium which has been established under 
this Act for seven years or upwards is unnecessary or too 
expensive, they may, with the consent of the [Board of 


(1) Artie^ pp. 49-53. 

(2) See also Public Libraries Act, 1892, s. 20 (1), avde, p. 19. 

(3) The rate limitation for the purposes of the Public Libraries Acts generally 
was removed by the Act of 1919. 

(4) See also Public Libraries Act, 1892, s. 12./ 
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Education]^ sell the same for the best price that can reason- 
ably be obtained for the same, and shall convey the same 
accordingly. 

(2) Any moneys arising from such sale shall be applied 
towards the repayment of any money borrowed for the 
purpose of the museum or gymnasium sold, and, so far as not 
required for that purpose, shall be applied to any purpose 
to which capital monej^'s are properly applicable, and which 
may be approved by the [Board of Education].^ 

13, Ah powers given to an urban authority under this 
Act shah be deemed to be in addition to and not in deroga- 
tion of any other powers conferred by Act of Parliament, 
law, or custom, and such other powders may be exercised in 
the same manner as if this Act had not been passed. 

14. In this Act the expression urban authority ” means 
an urban sanitary authority under the Public Health Acts, 
and the expression district ” means an urban sanitary 
district under those Acts. 

15.3 


(1> Formexly the Ministry of Health, now the Board of Ednoation, see Ministry 
of Health (Public Bibraxies, Museums and Gynmasiums, Transfer of Powers) 
Order, 1920, post, p. 103. 

(2) Section 15 relates to the application of this Act to Ireland and is therefore 
omitted. 
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Transfer of Powers (Adoption)— Expenditure— Borrowing 
Powers— Qualifications of Ctommissioners— Joint Committees 
— ^Audit of Accounts (District and Parish Councils). 

Local Government Act, 1894. 

(56 & 57 Viet. c. 73.) 

TRANSFER OF BOWERS TJNOER AEOFTTVE AOTS,^ S. 7. 

7. — (1) As from the appointed day,^ in every rural parish 
the parish meeting shall, exclusively, have the power of 
adopting any of the following Acts, inclusive of any Acts 
amending the same (all which Acts are in this Act referred 
to as “ the adoptive Acts ”) ; namely, — 

(а) The Lighting and Watching Act, 1833 ; 

(б) The Baths and Washhouses Acts, 1846 to 1882 ; 

(c) The Burial Acts, 1852 to 1885; 

(d) The Public Improvements Act, 1860; 

(c) The Public Libraries Act, 1892. 

(2) Where under any of the said Acts a particular majority 
is required for the adoption or abandonment of the Act, 
or for any matter under such Act, the hke majority of the 
parish meeting or, if a poll is taken, of the parochial electors, 
shall be required, and where under any of the said Acts the 
opinion of the voters is to be ascertained by voting papers, 
the opinion of the parochial electors shall be ascertained by 
a poll taken in manner provided by this Act. 

(3) Where under any of the said Acts the consent or 
approval of, or other act on the part of, the vestry of a 
rural parish is required in relation to any expense or rate, 
the parish meeting shall be substituted for the vestry, and 
for this purpose the expression “ vestry ” shall include any 
meeting of ratepayers or voters. 

(4) Where there is power to adopt any of the adoptive 
Acts for a part only of a rural parish, the Act may be adopted 
by a parish meeting held for that pari. 

(5) Where the area under any existing authority acting 
within a rural parish in the execution of any of the adoptive 

adoption, see also footnotes to s. 3 of the principal Act, onfe, pp. 7 
and 8. S^ also s. 53 of this Act, posi, p. 79. 

A ). Repealed by the Statute Law Revision 

1908. 
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Acts is oo-extensive with the parish, aU powers, duties, and 
liabilities of that authority shall, on the parish council 
coming into office, be transferred to that council. 

(6) This Act shall not alter the incidence of charge of any 
rate levied to defray expenses incurred under any of the 
adoptive Acts, and any such rate shall be made and charged 
as heretofore, and any property applicable to the payment 
of such expenses shall continue to be so applicable. 

(7) When any of the adoptive Acts is adopted for the 
whole or part of a rural parish after the appointed day, and 
the parish has a parish council, the parish council shall be 
the authority for the execution of the Act. 

( 8 ) 1 

EXPENDirtTBE,® S. 11. 

11* — (1) A parish council shall not, without the consent 
of a parish meeting, incur expenses or liabilities which will 
involve a rate exceeding threepence in the pound for any 
local financial year, or which will involve a loan. 

(2) A parish council shall not, without the approval of 
the county council, incur any expense or liability which will 
involve a loan. 

(3) The sum raised in any local financial year by a parish 
council for their expenses (other than expenses under the 
adoptive Acts) shall not exceed a sum equal to a rate of 
sixpence in the pound on the rateable value of the parish at 
the commencement of the year, and for the purpose of this 
enactment the expression expenses ’’ includes any annual 
charge, whether of principal or interest in respect of any loan. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the expenses of 
a parish council and of a parish meeting, including the 
expenses of any poll, shall be paid out of the poor rate; 
and where there is a parish council that council shall pay 
the said expenses of the parish meeting of the parish; 
and the parish council, and where there is no parish council 
the chairman of the parish meetiug, shall, for the purpose of 
obtaining payment of such expenses, have the same powers 

(1) Subsection (8) applies only to the Burial Acts, and is therefore not printed 
here. 

(2) This section is materially affected by s. 6 of the Public Libraries Act, 1901, 
which see, ante, p. 33. See also notes to s- 18 (1) (c) of the principal Act, ante, 
p. 17. The limits of 3d. and 6d. In this section were increased by 33 i% to 4d. 
and 8d. respectively by s. 7d of the Local Government Act. 1&29. 
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as a hoard of guardians have for the purpose of obtaining 
contributions to their common fund. 

(5) The demand note for any rate levied for defraying 
the expenses of a parish council or a parish meeting, together 
vrith other expenses, shall state in the prescribed form the 
proportion of the rate levied for the expenses of the council 
or meeting, and the proportion (if any) levied for the purpose 
of any of the adoptive Acts. 

BOEHOWING POWEES,^ S. 12. 

12. — (1) A parish council for any of the following purposes 
that is to say — 

{a) for purchasing any land, or building any buildings, 
which the council are authorised to purchase or 
build; and 

(6) for any purpose for which the council are authorised 

to borrow under any of the adoptive Acts ; and 

(c) for any permanent work or other thing which the 
council are authorised to execute or do, and the 
cost of which ought, in the opinion of the county 
council and the Local Government Board [Ministry 
of Health],^ to be spread over a term of years ; 

may, with the consent of the county council and the [Ministry 
of Health],^ borrow money in Hke manner and subject to the 
like conditions as a local authority may borrow for defraying 
expenses incurred in the execution of the Public Health 
Acts, and sections two himdred and thirty-three, two 
hundred and thirty-four, and two hundred and thirty-six 
to two hundred and thirty-nine of the Public Health Act, 
1875,® shall apply accordingly, except that the money shall 
be borrowed on the security of the poor rate and of the 
whole or part of the revenues of the parish council, and 
except tTuU as respects the limit of the sum to be borrowed, am 
half of the assessable value shall be substituted for the assessable 
value for two years,^ 

(1) See also s. 19 of the principal Act, ante, p. 18, As to borrotdngr powers 
generally and as to repayment and also footnote to s. 233 of the Pnhlio Health 
Act, 1875, ante, p. 49. 

(2) Now the IVIinistry of Health, see Ministry of Health Act, 1919, s. 3 (1) (a), 
post, p. 102. 

(3) See p. 49, ante* 

U) The words in italics are repealed as from the 1st October, 1929, by the 
Local Government Act, 1929, ss. 74, 137, 12th soh.. Part V. 
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(2) A county coimcil may lend to a parish council any 
money which the parish council are authorised to borrow, 
and may, if necessary, without the sanction of the [Ministry 
of Health], and irrespectively of any limit of borrowing, raise 
the money by loan, subject to the like conditions and in the 
like manner as any other loan for the execution of their 
duties, and subject to any fmther conditions which the 
[Ministry of Health] may by general or special order impose. 

(3) A parish cotmcil shall not borrow for the piuposes of 
any of the adoptive Acts otherwise than in accordance with 
this Act, but the charge for the purpose of any of the adoptive 
Acts shall ultimately be on the rate applicable to the purposes 
of that Act. 

QUALIFICATION OF COMIVIISSIONERS,^ S. 4:6. 

46.-{l) A person shall be disqualified for being elected 
or being a member or chairman of a council of a parish or of 
a district other than a borough or of a board of guardians^ 
[or a library commissioner]^ if he — 

(а) is an infant or an alien; or 

(б) has within twelve months before his election, or 

since his election, received union or parochial 
relief; or 

(c) has, within five years before his election or since 

his election, been convicted either on indictment 
or summarily of any crime, and sentenced to 
imprisonment with hard labour without the option 
of a fine, or to any greater punishment, and has 
not received a free pardon, or has, within or during 
the time aforesaid, been adjudged bankrupt, or 
made a composition or arrangement with his 
creditors; or 

(d) holds any paid office under the parish council or 

district coimcil or board of guardians^ as the case 
may be ; or 

(1) Applied to library commissioners as if a library authority, being a bttdy 
of commissioners appointed imder the principal Act, were one of the authorities 
mentioned in this section. See Public Libraries Act, 1901, s. 2 <2), ante, p. 31. 
See also ss. 5 to S of the principal Act, ante, pp. 9 and 10. 

(2) It might here be mentioned that so far as this section relates to hoards of 
guardians it was repealed by the Poor Law Act, 1927, and replaced by s. 7 of 
that Act, which latter section was itself repealed by the Local Government Act, 
1929 
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(e) is concerned in any bargain or contract entered into 
with the council or board, or participates in the 
profit of any such bargain or contract or of any 
work done under the authority of the council or 
board. 

(2) Provided that a person shall not be disqualified for 
being elected or being a member or chairman of any such 
council or board by reason of being interested — 

(а) in the sale or lease of any lands or in any loan or 

money to the council or board, or in any contract 
with the council for the supply from land, of which 
he is owner or occupier, of stone, gravel, or other 
materials for making or repairing highw^ays or 
bridges, or in the transport of materials for the 
repair of roads or bridges in his own immediate 
neighbourhood ; or 

(б) in any newspaper in which any advertisement relating 

to the affairs of the council or board is inserted; 
or 

(c) in any contract with the council or board as a share- 
holder in any joint stock company; but he shall 
not vote at any meeting of the council or board on 
any question in which such company are interested, 
except that in the case of a water company or other 
company established for the carrying on of works 
of a like public nature, this prohibition may be 
dispensed wdth by the county council. 

(3) Where a person who is a parish councillor, or is a 
candidate for election as a parish councillor, is concerned in 
any such bargain or contract, or participates in any such 
profit, as would disqualify him for being a parish councillor, 
the disqualification may be removed by the county coimcil 
if they are of opinion that such removal will be beneficial 
to the parish. 

(4) Where a person is disqualified by being adjudged 
bankrupt or making a composition or arrangement with 
his creditors, the disqualification shall cease, in case of 
bankruptcy, when the adjudication is annulled, or when 
he obtams his discharge with a certificate that his bank- 
ruptcy was caused by misfortune without any misconduct 
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on his part, and, in case of composition or arrangement, on 
pa 3 rment of his debts in full. 

(5) [Disqualification for guardian.] 

(6) If a member of a coxmcil or a parish, or of a district 
other than a borough, or of a board of guardians, is absent 
from meetiugs of the council or board for more than six 
months consecutively, except in case of illness or for some 
reason approved by the council or board, his office aba.H on 
the expiration of those months become vacant. 

(7) Where a member of a council or board of guardians 
becomes disqualified for holding office, or vacates his seat 
for absence, the council or board shall forthwith declare the 
office to be vacant, and signify the same by notice signed 
by three members and countersigned by the clerk of the 
council or board, and notified in such manner as the council 
or board direct, and the office shall thereupon become 
vacant. 

(8) If any person acts when disqualified, or votes when 
proMbited rmder this section, he shall for each offence be 
Uable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

(9) This section shall apply in the case of any authority 
whose members axe elected in accordance with this Act in 
like manner as if that authority were a district council, arid 
in case of London auditors as if they were menmhesrs of a 
district councUf 

SUPPLEMENTAL PEOVISIONS AS TO ADOPTIVE ACTS,® S. 53- 

53. — (1) Where on the appointed da 3 ^ any of the 
adoptive Acts is in force in a part only of a rural parish, 
the exisfcing authority imder the Act, or the parish 
meeting for that part, may transfer the powers, duties, 
and liabilities of the authority to the parish coxmcil, 
subject to any conditions with respect to the execution 
thereof by means of a committee as to the authority or 
parish meeting may seem fit, and any such conditions may 
be altered by any such parish meeting. 


(1) The words in italics were repealed by the London Government Act, 189&, 

(2) See also s. 7, ante, p. 74. 

(3) As to ** appointed day,” see s. 84, post, p. 82. 
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(2) If the area on the appointed day^ under any authority 
under any of the adoptive Acts wiQ not after that day 
be comprised within one rural parish, the powers and duties 
of the authority shall be transferred to the parish councils 
of the rural parishes wholly or partly comprised in that 
area, or, if the area is partly comprised in an urban district, 
to those parish councils and the district council of the urban 
district, and shall, until other provision is made in pursuance 
of this Act, be exercised by a joint committee appointed by 
those councils. Where any such rural parish has not a 
parish council the parish meeting shall, for the purposes 
of this provision, be substituted for the parish council. 

(3) The property, debts, and liabilities of any authority 
under any of the adoptive Acts whose powers are transferred 
in pursuance of this Act shall continue to be the property, 
debts, and liabilities of the area of that authority, and the 
proceeds of the property shall be credited, and the debts 
and liabilities and the expenses incurred in respect of the 
said powers, duties, and liabilities shall be charged to the 
account of the rates or contributions levied in that area, 
and where that area is situate in more than one parish 
the sums credited to and paid by each parish shall be 
apportioned in such maimer as to give effect to this 
enactment. 

(4) The county council on the application of a parish 
council may, by order, alter the boundaries of any such 
area i£ they consider that the alteration can properly be 
made without any undue alteration of the incidence of 
liability to rates and contributions or of the right to 
property belonging to the area, regard being had to any 
corresponding advantage to persons subject to the liability 
or entitled to the right. 

JOINT COMMITTEES, 2 S. 57. 

57. — (1) A parish or district council may concur with 
any other parish or district council or councils in appointing 
out of their respective bodies a joint committee for any 
purpose in respect of which they are jointly interested, and 

(1) As to “ appoiated day/* see s. 84 post, p. 82. 

(2) Applied to Libraries by the London Govermnent Aofc, 1899, s. 8 (4), post, 
p. 86. See also Public Idbraries (Amendment) Act, 1893> s. 4 (2), ante, p. 28. 
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in conferring, with or without conditions or restrictions, 
on any such committee any powers which the appoiiiting 
council might exercise if the purpose related exclusively 
to their own parish or district. 

(2) Provided that a council shall not delegate to any 
such committee any power to borrow money or make 
any rate. 

(3) A joint committee appointed under this section 
shall not hold ofl&ce beyond the expiration of fourteen days 
after the next annual meeting of any of the councils who 
appointed it. 

(4) The costs of a joint committee under this section 
shall be defrayed by the councils by whom it is appointed 
in such proportions as they may agree upon, or as may be 
determined in case of difEerence by the [Ministry of Health].^ 

(5) Where a parish coimcil can under this Act be required 
to appoint a committee consisting partly of members of 
the council and partly of other persons, that requirement 
may also be made in the case of a joint committee, and 
shall be duly complied with by the parish councils concerned 
at the time of the appointment of such committee. 

AUDIT OP ACOOIWTS OF DISTRICT AND PARISH COUNCILS, 

S. 68.2 

58. — (1) The accounts of the receipts and payments of 
parish and district councils, and of parish meetings for 
parishes not having parish councils, and their committees 
and officers, shall be made up yearly to the thirty-first day 
of March, [or in the case of accounts which are required 
to be audited half-yearly, then half-yearly to the thirtieth 
day of September and the thirty-first day of March in each 
year,2] and in such form as the [Ministry of Health] prescribe. 


(1) The words “ Ministry of Health " are substituted for county cojmoil ” 
in accordance with s. 8 (4) of the London Go'vemmen.t Act, 1899, post, p. 86. 

(2) As to the audit of accounts generally, see s. 20, and footnotes thereto, of 

the Public Libraries Act, 1892, ante, p. 19. ^ . r. /t t 

(31 Sub-sections (1) and (2) of this section were amended by the Audit (Local 
Authorities, etc.) Act, 1922, s. 1, which reads as follows : — “ iv provided 

by any enactment (whether contained in a general or in any other Act) that any 
accounts subject to audit by district auditors are to be_ made up and audited 
half-yearly, those accounts shall, notwithstanding the said enactment, be ma.ae 
up yearly to the thirty-first day of March, or such other date as the IVlinister 
of Health may by general or special order direct, and audited once in every 
year.” 


F 
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(2) The said accounts shall, except in the case of accounts 
audited by the auditors of a borough, (but inclusive of the 
accounts of a joint committee appointed by a borough 
council with another council not being a borough council,) 
be audited by a district auditor, and the enactments relating 
to audit by district auditors of accounts of urban sanitary 
authorities and their officers, and to all matters incidental 
thereto and consequential thereon, shall apply accordingly, 
[except that in the case of the accounts of rural district 
councils, their committees and officers, the audit shall be 
half-yearly instead of yearly.]^ 

(3) The [Ministry of Health] may, with respect to any 
audit to which this section apphes, make rules modifying 
the enactments as to publication of notice of the audit 
and of the abstract of accounts and the report of the auditor. 

(4) Every [local government] elector of a rural parish 
may, at all reasonable times, without payment, inspect 
and take copies of and extract from all books, accounts, 
and documents belonging to or under control of the parish 
council of the parish or parish meeting. 

(5) Every [local government] elector of a parish in a rural 
district may, at all reasonable times, without payment, 
inspect and take copies of and extracts from all books, 
accounts, and documents belongiug to or under the control 
of the district council of the district. 

APPOINTED DAY, S. 84.^ 

84.-(l) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 

(4) Subject as in this Act mentioned, “ the appointed 
day shall, 

(a) for the purpose of elections and of parish meetmgs 
in parishes not haviug a parish cotmcil, be the 
day or respective days fixed for the first elections 
imder this Act, or such prior day as may be 
necessary for the purpose of giving notices or 


(1) See footnote (3) on p. 81. 

(2) Sub^ectiwas (1) to (3) of this section were repealed by the Statute Law 
He-vision Act, 1908. 
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doing other acts preliminary to such elections; 
and 

(6) for the purpose of the powers, duties, and liabilities 
of councils or other bodies elected under this Act, 
or other matters not specifically mentioned, be 
the day on which the members of such councils 
or other bodies first elected under this Act come 
into office ; and 

(c) for the purpose of powers, duties, and liabilities 
transferred to a council of a borough by this Act, 
be the first day of November next after the passing 
of this Act 

and the lists and registers of [local government] electors 
shall be made out in such parts as may be necessary for the 
purpose of the first elections under this Act. 

Provided that where an order of a countj^ council postpones 
the operation of the section with respect to highways as 
respects their county or any part thereof the day on which 
such postponement ceases shall, as respects such county 
or part, be the appointed day, and the order of postponement 
shaU. make such provision as may be necessary for holding 
elections of highway boards during the interval before the 
appointed day. 


(1) This Act was passed on the 5tli March, 1894. 
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Metropolitan Boroughs— Adoption— Committees— Rates. 

London Government Act, 1899. 

(62 & 63 Viet. 0. 14,) 

TBAJ^SFBE TO BOROUGH COUNCILS OR POWERS FROM VESTRIES 
AND DISTRICT BOARDS, S. 4.^ 

4. — (1) On the appointed day^ every elective vestry and 
district board in the county of London shall cease to exist, 
and, subject to the provisions of this Act and of any scheme 
made thereunder, their powers and duties, including those 
under any local Act, shall, as from the appointed day^ be 
transferred to the council for the borough comprising the 
area within which those powers are exercised, and their 
property and liabilities shall be transferred to that council, 
and that council shall be their successors, and the clerk of 
the council shall be called the town clerk, and shall be the 
town clerk within the meaning of the Acts relating to the 
registration of electors. 

Provided that in the case of borrowing powers so 
transferred, if the London County Council refuse their 
sanction, or do not within six months after application 
made give their sanction, to a loan, or attach conditions to 
their sanction, an appeal shall lie to the [Ministry of Health] 
whose decision shall be final. 

(2) Where any of the adoptive Acts is adopted within a 
borough, the borough council shall be the authority for 
administering the Act; and where any such Act has been 
adopted before the appointed day, and is administered by 
commissioners or a board, a scheme under this Act shall abolish 
the commissioners or board, and transfer their powers, duties, 
property, and liabilities to the borough council.^ 

(3) The powers of a borough council shall, save as in this 
Act nlentioned, extend to the whole of their borough. 

Provided that any power or duty of the council under any 
Act, whether general or local, conferring powers in relation 
to some particular parish or district, or part of a parish or 
district, shall be exercised and performed by the council 

1) This section replaces s. 22 of the principal Act, see footnote to that section, 
ante, p, 20. 

(2) The words in italics were repealed by the Statute Law Beyisioxi Act, 1908. 
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either throughout the borough or in a limited part thereof, 
or shall cease to be exercised and performed, as may be 
provided by a scheme under this Act, having regard to the 
object of the Act imder which the power or duty arises, and 
to the nature of any change of area or alteration of boundary 
made by or under this Act. 

(4) Any of the adoptive Acts may be adopted in a metro- 
politan borough in like manner as in a borough outside 
London, and not otherwise, and where any of the adoptive 
Acts adopted before the appointed day^ does not extend to the 
whole borough, the Act may be adopted in the rest of the 
borough in like manner as if it were a separate borough and 
the borough council were the council thereof. 

COMMITTEES, 8. 8. 

8.' — (1) Any committee appointed by a borough council 
for the purpose of the PubHo Libraries Acts, 1892 and 1893,® 
may consist partly of persons not members of the council, 

(2) Every committee shall report their proceedings to the 
council, but, to the extent to which the coimcil so direct, 
the acts and proceedings of the committee shall not require 
the approval of the council. Provided that a committee 
shall not raise money by loan or by rate, or spend any money 
beyond the sum allowed by the council. 

(3) Every borough council shall from time to time appoint 
a finance committee for regulating and controlling the 
finance of the council; and no order for payment of any 
sum, whether on account of capital or income, shall be made 
by a borough council except in pursuance of a resolution 
of the council passed on the recommendation of the finance 
committee ; and any costs, debt, or liability exceeding fifty 
pounds shall not be incurred except upon a resolution of the 
coimcil passed on an estimate submitted by the finance 
committee. The notice of the meeting at which any reso- 
lution for the pajmaent of any sum by the borough council 
(otherwise than for ordinary periodical payments) or any 
resolution for incurring any costs, debt, or liability exceeding 

(1) The words in Italics were repealed by the Statute Law Re-vtslon Act, 1908. 

(2> Public Libraries Act, IS 92, s. 15, ante, p. 14; Public Libraries Amendment 
Act, 1893, s. 4 (2), anU, p. 28. 
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fifty pounds will be proposed, shall state the amount of the 
said sum, costs, debt, or liability, and the purpose for which 
they are to be paid or incurred. Provided that the fore- 
going provisions shall not apply to payments made in 
pursuance of a precept from another authority. 

(4) Section fifty-seven of the Local Government Act, 1894,^ 
which relates to joint committees, shall, with the substitu- 
tion of the words pVJjnistry of Health] for County Coimoil 
therein, apply to borough councils as if they were district 
councils. 


LEW OP BATES, S. 10.® 

lO.-(l) A scheme under this Act shall provide for all the 
expenses of a borough council being paid out of the general 
rate, and for the discontinuance of a separate sewers rate 
and separate lighting rate, but shall make provision for 
protecting the interests of owners and occupiers of any 
hereditament which is exempt from any rate or liable to be 
assessed thereto at a less amount than other hereditaments. 

(2) After the appointed day^ the general rate and the poor 
rate shall be assessed, made, and levied together by the 
borough council as one rate, which shall be termed the 
general rate, and shall be assessed, made, collected, and 
levied, as if it were the poor rate, and all enactments apply- 
ing or referring to the poor rate shall, subject to the provi- 
sions of this Act as to audit, be construed as applying or 
referring also to the general rate. 

(3) Where a borough comprises more than one parish, the 
amount to be raised to meet the expenses of the borough 
council, or other sums payable as part of those expenses, 
shall, subject to any provision required for the adjustment 
of local burdens, be divided between the parishes in pro- 
portion to their rateable value. 

(4) Where any of the adoptive Acts, or any local or other 
Act, does not extend to the whole borough, any rate re- 
quired to meet the expenses incurred under the Act shall, 
subject to the provisions of any scheme under this Act, 
be levied together with, and as an additional item of, the 
general rate over the area to which the Act extends. 

(1) Ante, p. 80. 

(2) See also s. IS and footaotes thereto of the principal Act, ante» p. 16. 

(5) The words in italics were repealed by the Statute Law Revieion Act, 1208. 
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Income Tax. 

Exemption from the payment of income tax in respect 
to public libraries was formerly under the Income Tax Act, 
1842, s. 61, No. VI, but this Act was repealed by the con- 
solidating Act of 1918. Exemption is now under s. 37, 
schedule A. VI, 1 (e) of the 1918 Act, below, which corre- 
sponds to s. 61, No. VI of the 1842 Act. 

Income Tax Act, 1918. 

(8 & 9 Geo. 5. c. 40.) 

37 . — (1) Exemption shall be granted — 

{a) from tax under Schedule A in respect of the rents 
and profits of any lands, tenements, hereditaments, 
or heritages belonging to any hospital, public school 
or almshouse, or vested in trustees for charitable 
purposes, so far as the same are applied to charitable 
purposes only : 

Provided that any assessment upon the respective 
properties shall not be vacated or altered, but shall 
be in force and levied, notwithstanding the allowance 
of any such exemption. 

SCHEDULE A. 


EXILES APPLICABLE TO SCHEDtTLE A. 


No. VI. — Buies in respect of further Allowances. 

1 . The following further allowances shall be made under 
this Schedule : — 

(e) The amount of the tax charged on any building being 
the property of any literary or scientific institution,^ 
and used solely for the purposes of that institution, 
in which no payment is made or demanded for any 


(1) In Mayor, etc. of MancTtesfer v. McAdam, [1896 J A.O. 500, it was held that 
a public library must be included in the description ‘‘literary or scieuttfic 
institution/’ 




88 


THE LAW RELATING TO 


instruction there afforded by lectures or otherwise, 
and so far as not occupied by an officer of the 
institution or by any person paying rent for the 
same. 

S. The allowances under the foregoing rule shall be granted 
by the general commissioners for the division. 


BRITISH MirSETJM. 

Section 38 of the Income Tax Act, 1918, provides for 
exemption for the British Museum as follows ; — 

38. The Trustees of the British Museum shall be granted 
exemption from tax under Schedule A in respect of the 
lands and tenements vested in them, and shall also be granted 
the like exemptions in respect of any dividends of stock 
vested in them, or in any other person for their use, as are 
granted to charitable institutions under this Act. 
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Compulsory Purchase of Land. 

Eduoatiott Act, 1921.^ 

(11 & 12 Geo. 5. 0 . 51, s. Ill & 6th Sch.) 

111.* A [library authority] may be authorised to pur- 
chase land compulsorily for the purpose of any of their 
powers or duties under this Act by means of an order sub- 
mitted to the Board of Education and confirmed by the 
Board in accordance with the provisions contained in the 
Fifth Schedule to this Act. 


FIFTH SCHEDULE.* 

PBO VISIONS AS TO THE COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OP LAND. 

(1) Where a [library authority]* propose to purchase land 
compulsorily under this Act, the [library authority]* may 
submit to the Board of Education an order putting in force 
as respects the land specified in the order the provisions di 
the Land Clauses Acts with respect to the purchase and 
taking of land otherwise than by agreement. 

(2) An order under this Schedule shall be of no force 
unless and until it is confirmed by the Board, and the Board 
may confirm the order either without modification or 
subject to such modifications as they think fit, and an order 
when so confirmed shall, save as otherwise expressly pro- 
vided by this Schedule, become final and have effect as if 
enacted in this Act; and the confirmation by the Board 
shall be conclusive evidence that the requirements of this 
Act have been complied wdth, and that the order has been 
duly made and is within the powers of this Act. 


(1) Applied to libraries by the Public Libraries Act, 1919, s. 6. This s. Ill 
corresponds to, ajad takes the place of, s. 34 of the Education Act, 1918, referred 
to in s. 6 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919. The Education Act, 1918, was almost 
completely repealed by the present consolidating Act of 1921 and references 
to the Education Acts, 1870 to 1918, must be construed as being references to 
the Act of 1921. See also s- 6 and the footnotes thereto, of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1919, ante, p, 42, and S.R.O. 1925, No. 1236, ^ost, p. 92. 

(2) In accordance with s. 6 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919, references to 
** local education authority ” in this Act hare, for public library purposes, been 
substituted by the words ** library authority,” The words ” this Act ” occurring 
throughout this section and schedule must be construed as meaning ” the Public 
Libraries Acts ” and anything done in accordance with the provisions set out 
in the schedule win be done under the authority of the Public Libraries Acts, 
1892 to 1919, and not the Education Act, 1921. As to this matter see also 
S.R.O. 1925, No. 1236, Article 9, on p. 95, posf. 
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(3) The order shall be in the prescribed form, and abnll 
contain such provisions as the Board may prescribe for the 
purpose of carrymg the order into effect, and of protecting 
the [library authority] and the persons interested in the 
land, and shall incorporate, subject to the necessary adapta- 
tions — 

(а) the Lands Clauses Acts (except section one hundred and 

twenty-seven of the Lands Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845) as modified by the Acquisition of 
Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919 ; and 

(б) sections seventy-seven to eighty-five of the Railways 

Clauses Consoldation Act, 1845. 

(4) The order shall be published by the [library authority] 
in the prescribed manner, and such notice sball be given 
both in the locality in which the land is proposed to be 
acquired, and to the owners, lessees, and occupiers of that 
land as may be prescribed. 

(6) If within the prescribed period no objection to the 
order has been presented to the Board by a person interested 
in the land, or if every such objection has been withdrawn, 
the Board shall without further inquiry confirm the order 
unless they are of opinion that the land is unsuited for the 
purpose for which it is proposed to be acquired; but, if 
such an objection has been presented and has not been 
withdrawn, the Board shall forthwith cause a pubhe inquiry 
to be held in the locality in which the land is proposed 
to be acqu^d, and the [hbrary authority] and all persons 
interested in the land and such other persons, as the person 
holding the inquiry in his discretion thinks fit to allow, 
shall be permitted to appear and be heard at the inquiry. 

(6) Where the land proposed to be acquired under the 
order consists of or comprises land situate m London, or 
a borough, or urban district, the Board shall appoint an 
impartial person, not in the employment of any Government 
Bepartment, to hold the inquiry as to whether the land 
proposed to be acquired is suitable for the purposes for 
which it is sought to be acquired, and whether, having 
regard to the extent or situation of the laud and the purposes 
for which it is used, the land can be acquired without imdue 
detriment to the persons interested theirein or the owners 
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of adjoining land, and such person shall have for the purpose 
of the inquiry all the powers of an inspector of the SlirListry 
of Health, and, if he reports that the land, or any part 
thereof, is not suitable for the purposes for which it is sought 
to be acquired, or that, owing to its extent or situation 
or the purpose for which it is used, it cannot be acquired 
without such detriment aforesaid, or that it ought not to be 
acquired except subject to the conditions specified in his 
report, then, if the Board confirm the order in respect of 
that land, or part thereof, or, as the case may require, 
confirm it otherwise than subject to such modifications as 
are required to give effect to the specified conditions, the 
order shall be provisional only, and shall not have effect 
unless confirmed by Parliament. 

Where no part of the land is so situated as aforesaid, 
before confirming the order, the Board shall consider the 
report of the person who held the inquiry, and all objections 
made thereat. 

(7) Where the land proposed to be acquired is the site 
of an ancient monument or other object of archseologieal 
interest or is the property of any local authority or has 
been acquired by any corporation or company for the 
purposes of a railway, dock, canal, water or other public 
undertaking or at the date of the order forms part of any 
park, garden or pleasure ground or is otherwise required 
for the amenity or convenience of any dwelling house, 
the order shall be provisional only and shall not have effect 
unless confirmed by Parhament. 

(8) In construing for the purposes of this Schedule or 
any order made thereunder any enactment incorporated 
with the order, this Act together with the order shall be 
deemed to be the special Act, and the [library authority] 
shall be deemed to be the promoters of the undertaking. 

(9) Where the land is glebe land or other land belonging 
to an ecclesiastical benefice, the order shall provide that 
sums agreed upon or awarded for the purchase of the land, 
or to be paid by way of compensation for the damage to 
be sustained by the owner by reason of severance or other 
injxuy affecting the land, shall not be paid as directed by 
the Lands Clauses Act, but shall be paid to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners to he applied by them as money paid to 
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them upon a sale, under the provisions of the Eoolesiastioal 
Leasing Acts, of land belonging to a benefice. 

(10) In this Schedule the expression “prescribed” 
means prescribed by the Board of Education. 

Board of Education (Compulsory Purchase) 
Emulations, 1925. 

(S.R.O. 1926, No. 1236.) 

The Board or Edttcation (Compulsory Purchase) 
Regulations, 1925, dated December 7, 1925, made 
BY THE Board op Education under Section 111 op 
THE Education Act, 192P (11 & 12 Geo. 5. o. 61), and 
Section 6 op the Public Libraries Act, 1919* 
(9 & 10 Geo. 6. c. 93).* 

The Board of Education hereby make the following 
Regulations : — 

Article 1. — ^These Regulations may be cited as the Board 
of Education (Compulsory Purchase) Regulations, 1925. 

Article 2. — ^The Education (Compulsory Purchase) Regu- 
lations, 1919,* made by the Board of Education on the 
18th November, 1919, are hereby revoked. 

Article 3. — ^An Order made by a Local Education 
Authority^ under Section 111 of the Education Act, 1921 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Compulsory Order”) shall 
be in the form set forth in the Schedule hereto, or in a form 
to the like effect. 

Article 4. — (1) Before submitting the Compulsory Order 
to the Board for confirmation, the Locod Edvcatum Authority 
shall cause the same to be published by advertisement in 
two successive vreeks in one or more of the local newspapers 
circulating in the area of the Loccd Education Authcrrit^ 
and in the parish or parishes in which the land to which 
the Compulsory Order relates is situated. 

(1) Arvte, p. 8t^. 

(2) Ante, p. 42. 

words ** Local Education Authoritr ” in the following: regulfltionp. 
Library Authority.” It is as well to read Article 9 of these regrula^ons 
nr.^, feee also Public Libraries Act, 1919, b. 6, and the Education Act, 1921 
s. Ill and 5th sch. 

<4) S.R.O. 1919, No. 1659. 
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(2) The advertisements shall he headed respectively 

First Advertisement” and "Second and Last Advertise- 
ment,” and the first of the said advertisements shall be 
published not later than one calendar month after the 
making of the Compulsory Order. 

(3) Each of the said advertisements shall contain in 
addition to a copy of the Compulsory Order a notice setting 
out the following particulars : — 

(a) a statement that any objection to the Compulsory 

Order must be presented to the Board of Education 
within the period of one calendar month from and 
after the date of the publication of the second and 
last advertisement ; and 

(b) a statement of the period, times, and place or places 

during and at which the deposited plan referred 
to in the Schedule to the Compulsory Order may 
be inspected by or on behalf of any person 
interested in the land to which the Compulsory 
Order relates. 

(4) The plan referred to in the Schedule to the Compulsory 
Ordgr shall be deposited by the Local Education Authority 
not later than the date of publication of the first advertise- 
ment at a place convenient for the purposes of inspection, 
and shall be kept deposited thereat till the expiration of a 
period not being less than one calendar month from the 
date of the publication of the second and last advertisement ; 
and the said plan shall be open for inspection by any person 
interested or affected, without payment of any fee, at all 
reasonable hours on any week-day during the said period. 
The Local Education Authyrity^ shall also make suitable 
provision for affording to any such person inspecting the 
said plan any necessary explanation or information in 
regard thereto. 

Article 6. — (1) The Local Education Authority^ shall, not 
later than the date of publication of the first advertisement, 
cause notice of the Compulsory Order to be given to every 
owner, lessee, and occupier of the land to which the 
Compulsory Order relates, and every such notice shall 


(1) Fop “ Iiocal Education Authority ” read ** liibpary Authority.' 



94 


THE LAW EBLATHTG TO 


include a copy of the Compulsory Order, to which shall be 
appended a notice containing the particulars mentioned 
in paragraph (3) of Article 4 of these Regulations. 

(2) The Local Education Authority^ shall furnish a copy 
of the Compulsory Order, free of charge, to any person 
interested in the land to which the Compulsory Order 
relates, upon his appljdng for the same. 

Article 6. — ^The period within which an objection to a 
Compulsory Order may be presented to the Board of 
Education by a person interested in the land to which the 
Compulsory Order relates shall be the period of one calendar 
month from and after the date of the publication of the 
second and last advertisement of the Compulsory Order. 

Article 7. — (1) The Local Education Authority'^ shall as 
soon as practicable after the confirmation of the Compulsory 
Order cause a copy of the Compulsory Order as confirmed 
to be served on every owner, lessee, and occupier of the 
land to which the Compulsory Order relates. 

(2) A copy of the Compulsory Order as confirmed shall 
be furnished free of charge by the Local Education Authority^ 
to any person interested in the land authorised to be 
purchased upon his applying for the same, and a copy of 
any plan to which reference is made in the Compulsory 
Order as confirmed shall also be furnished by the Local 
Education Authority^ to any such person upon his applying 
for such copy and paying the reasonable cost of preparing 
the same. 

Article 8 . — ^Every notice or other document which in 
pursuance of paragraph (1) of Article 5 or of paragraph (1) 
of Article 7 of these Regulations is required to be given or 
served by the Local EduccUion Authority^ to or on an owner, 
lessee, or occupier, shall be served — 

{a) by delivery of the same personally to the person 
required to be served, or, if such person is absent 
abroad or cannot be found, to his agent ; or 

(6) by leaving the same at the usual or last known place 
of abode of such person as aforesaid ; or 


(1) For “ Local Education AutJbiority read “Library Authority.” 
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(c) by post as a registered letter addressed to the usual 
or last known place of abode of such person ; or 
{d) in the case of a notice required to be served on a local 
authority or corporate body or company, by 
delivering the same to their clerk or secretary 
or leaving the same at his office with some person 
employed there, or by post as a registered letter 
addressed to such clerk or secretary at his office. 

Article 9. — ^These Regulations shall apply with respect to 
any Order made by a Library Authority (being the Council 
of a County or County Borough) under Section 6 of the 
PubHc Libraries Act, 1919, and for that purpose references 
in the foregoing Articles and in the Schedule hereto to the 
Local Education Authority, the Education Act, 1921, and 
Section 111 of that Act shall be read respectively as refer- 
ences to the Library Authority, the Public Libraries Acts, 
1892 to 1919, and Section 6 of the Public Libraries Act, 
1919. 


SCHEDULE. 


The Local Education Authority^ 

hereby make the following order : — 

1. The Local Education Authority} for the purpose of 
their powers and duties under the Education Act, 1921, 
and subject to the provisions of that Act, hereby put in 
force, as respects the land described in the Schedule hereto, 
the provisions of the Lands Clauses Acts with respect to 
the purchase and taking of land otherwise than by agreement. 

2. For the purposes of Section 111 of the Education Act^ 
1921 [Section 6 of the Public Libraries Act, 1919], this 
Order shall have eiSect as if there were incorporated there- 
with, subject to the necessary adaptations, the Lands 
Clauses Acts (except Section 127 of the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Act, 1845) and Sections 77 to 85 of the 
Railways Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, but subject to 
this modification, that any question of disputed compensa- 
tion shall be determined in the manner provided by the 


(1) For “ Local Educatiou Authority read “ Library Authority.” 
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Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 
1919. 

3. *If any of the land described in the Schedule to this 
Order is glebe land or other land belonging to an ecclesiastical 
benefice, any sums agreed upon or awarded for the purchase 
of any such land, or to be paid by way of compensation 
for the damage to be sustained by the owner by reason of 
severance or other injury affecting any such land, shall not 
be paid as directed by the Lands Clauses Acts, but shall be 
paid to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to be applied by 
them as money paid to them upon a sale, under the provisions 
of the Ecclesiastical Leasing Acts, of land belcmging to 
a benefice. 

4. This Order may be cited as thef Order, 

19 . 


The SCHEDULE above referred to. 


Numbers on 
Plan deposited 
at the Offices 
of the 

Quantity, 
Description and 
Situation 
of the Lands. 

Owners 

or 

reputed 

Owners. 

Lessees 

or 

reputed 

Lessees. 

Occupiers. 







Given under the Seal of the 
this day of 19 . 

(L.S.) 

Sealed by Order of the Board 
of Education this 7th day 
of December, 1926. 

(L.S.) Attbebt V. Symonds. 

* Insert this Article where the lands described in the Schedule to the Order 
include glebe land or other land belonging to an ecclesiastical benefice, 
t Here insert a suitable short title. 
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Bates* 

RATING AND VALUATION ACT, 1925.^ 

(15 & 16 Geo. 5. c. 90, ss. 2 (6), 69 (1), (4), 70 (1), (2), 

8tli scL..) 

2.— (6) Expenses incurred under the Public Libraries 
Acts, 1892 to 1919, by the library authority (not being a 
county council) of a library district being a parish shall, 
instead of being defrayed out of a rate raised in manner 
provided by paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section 
eighteen of the Public Libraries Act, 1892,^ be levied in the 
library district by the rating authority together with, and 
as an additional item of, the general rate. 

69. — (1) The enactments mentioned in the Eighth Schedide 
to this Act shall be repealed to the extent specified in the 
third column of that Schedule, and so much of any other 
Act, whether public or local and personal, as authorises 
any valuation of a hereditament to be made for the pur- 
poses of any rate in respect of which the valuation list is by 
this Act made conclusive, or any assessment of any such 
rate to be made except on the basis of that valuation list, 
shah, also be repealed. 

(4) This section shall come into operation on such date 
as may be fixed by the Minister,® and the Minister may fix 
different dates for different purposes and in relation to 
different areas. 

70. — (1) This Act shall not extend to Scotland, Northern 
Ireland or the administrative county of London. 

(2) The Minister may by order direct that this Act shall, 
subject to such exceptions, adaptations and modifications, 
if any, as may be specified in the order, apply to the Isles of 
SciUy, but except as so applied this Act shall not apply to 
the said Isles.^ 


(1) As to rates see also the Public Libraries Act, 1892, s. 18, antCt 16, and 
the London Governmeat Act, 1899, s. 10, ante, p. 86. 

(2) Ante, p. 16. 

(3) 1st April, 1927. See Rating and Valuation Act (Repeals, etc.) Order, 
1927, post. p. 08. 

(4) See Bating and Valuation Act (Isles of SciUy) Order. 1927, post, p. 99. 

Q 
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EIGHTH SCHEDULE.! 


ENACTMENTS EEPEAEED. 


Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Extent of Repeal. 

65&56Viot. 
c. 53. 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1892. 

In subsection (1) of section 
eighteen the words from 
“ and (c) where ” to the end 
of the subsection. 


Statutory Rules and Orders^ of which (ynly so much as 
relates to public libraries is printed bdow. 

EATING AND VALUATION ACT (EBPBAIiS, ETC.) OEDEE, 1927. 
(S. R. & 0. 1927, No. 90.) 

The Rating and VAitrATiON Act (Repeals, etc.) Oedee, 
1927, DATED FbbEEAEY 19, 1927, MADE BY THE MiCNISTEE 
OE Health endee section 69 (4) op the Rating and 
Valuation Act, 1925 (16 & 16 Geo. 6. c. 90),® poe 
PIXING THE DATES UPON WHICH THE SAID SECTION 69 
SHALL COME INTO OPBEATtON POE DIPPEEENT PtJEPOSES 
AND IN EELATTON TO DIPPEEENT AREAS. 

1. This Order may be cited as the Ratiag and Valuation 
Act (Repeals, etc.) Order, 1927, and shall come into operation 
on the ^te hereof. 

2. In this order, — 

“ the Act of 1926 ” means the Rating and Valuation 
Act, 1926 ; “ the appointed day ” means the first day 
of April, 1927. 

5. Subsection (1) of section 69 of the Act of 1925 shall 
come into operation on the dates hereinafter mentioned, 
that is to say ; — So far as it repeals the enactments specified 
in part I of the schedule to this order, on the appointed day. 

(1) There is here printed only an extract from the 8th schedule, the remainder 
does not apply to public libraries. 

(2) Ante, p. 97. 
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6. This Order does not apply to Scotland, JTorthem 
Ireland, the Administrative County of London, or the Isles 
of Soilly.^ 

SCHEDULE. 


PART I. 

ENACTMENTS REPEALED AS PROM THE APPOINTED DAY. 


Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Extent of Repeal. 

SS & 66 Viet, 
c. 53. 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1892. 

In subsection (1) of section 
eighteen the words from 
“ and (c) where *’ to the end 
of the subsection. 


THE ISLES OF SCILLY 

ORDER, 1927. 


(S. R. & O. 1927, No. 69.) 


Tece Isles of Scilly Order, 1927, dated February 11, 
1927, MADE BY THE MSnISTER OP HeALTH UNDER 
SECTION 70 OP THE RATING AND VALUATION ACT, 1925 
(15 & 16 Geo. 6. c. 90),® for applying the said Act 
TO the Isles of Scilly subject to certain excep- 
tions, adaptations and modifications. 

1. This Order may be cited as the Isles of Scilly Order, 
1927, and shall come into operation on the date hereof. 

2. — (1) In this Order unless the context otherwise 
requires, — 

“ the Act ” means the Rating and Valuation Act, 1926 ; 
“ the appointed day ” means the first day of April, 
1927. 

8. Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained and to 
the exceptions, adaptations and modifications specified in 


(1> But see the foUoiviiig S. R, & O., the Isles of Scilly Order. 
(2) Arvtet p.^ST. 
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the Eirst Schedule hereto, the Act shaE apply to the Isles of 
ScEly.^ 

11. . . . and the enactments mentioned in Cols. 1 and 

2 of the Second Schedule to this Order shaE, to the extent 
specified in Col. 3 of that Schedule, be repealed so far as they 
apply to the Isles of SeiEy as from the respective dates 
mentioned in that Schedule. 


SECOKD SCHEDULE. 


PART I. 

EUrACTMENTS KEPEALBD WITH EEPBOT PEOM IST APEIL, 


1927. 

Session and 
Chapter. 

Short Title. 

Extent of Repeal. 

65 & 56 Viet, 
c. 53. 

i 

The Public Libraries 
Act, 1892. 

In subsection (1) of section 
eighteen the words from 
“ and (c) where to the end 
of the subsection. 


(1) That paoft of the Act affectingr Libraries, viz., s. 2 (6), is hereby applied 
to the Isles of Scilly. The exceptions, etc. contained in the Ftrst Schednle to 
the Order do not aflect public libraries in the Isles of Scilly. 
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Transfer of Powers. 

Transfer of powers in Rural Parishes to Parish Meetings. 
See Local Government Act, 1894, ante, p. 74. 


Transfer of powers to Borough Council from Vestries and 
District Boards (County of London). See London Grovem- 
ment Act, 1899, ante., p. 84. 


TEA2TSPEE OP POWERS OP CHAEITY COMJUSSIOKERS TO BOARD 

OP EDUCATION. 

The Board of Education (Powers) Order in Cormeil, 1902.^ 
(S. R. & O. 1902, No. 647.) 

1. All powers (except the powers of appointing the Official 
Trustees of Charitable Funds, and of making orders for 
vesting or transferring lands or funds, in, to, or from the 
Official Trustee of Charity Lands or the Official Trustees 
of Charitable Funds) conferred on the Charity Commissioners 
and their officers (except the said Official Trustees), by 

(а) the enactments specified in the Schedule hereto, or 

any order, scheme, rule, regulation, form, or other 
instrument made under any of them : and 

(б) any other enactment, charter, deed, will, order, 

scheme, rule, regulation, form, or other instniment, 

shall, so far as those powers relate to endowments held 
solely for educational purposes, and so far as they have not 
been transferred to the Board of Education, be transferred 
to that Board. 

2. — (1) For the purpose of the transfer effected by this 
Order, — 

(o) In all enactments and instruments, provisions relating 
to the powers transferred shall be construed as if 
references to the Charity Commissioners and their 
officers, except the said Official Trustees, were 
references to the Board of Education and their 


(1) As to the effect of this Order, see s. 16 of the Public libraries Act, 1892, 
aim, p. 15. 
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officers, and shall have effect as if everything 
required to he done to, by, or in relation to the 
Charity Commissioners and their officers, except 
the said Official Trustees, were required to be done 
to, by, or in relation to the Board of Education 
and their officers. 

3. This Order shall come into operation on the 1st day of 
October, 1902, and may be cited as the Board of Education 
(Powers) Order in Council, 1902, and the Board of Education 
(Powers) Order in Council, 1900, the Board of Education 
(Powers) Order in Council, 1901, and this Order may be 
cited together as the Board of Education (Powers) Orders 
in Council, 1900 to 1902. 


Schedule.^ 

55 & 56 Viet. c. 53. The Public Libraries Act, 1892. 


TBANSEEB OF POWERS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD TO 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 

Ministry of Health Act, 1919. 

(9 & 10 Geo. 5. c. 21.) 

1 . For the purpose of promoting the health of the people 
throughout England and Wales, and for the purpose of the 
exercise of the powers transferred or conferred by this Act, 
it shall be lawful for His Majesty to appoint a Minister of 
Health (hereinafter called ‘Hhe Minister’’), who shall hold 
office during His Majesty’s pleasure. 

3. — (1) There shall be transferred to the Minister — 

(a) aU the powers and duties of the Local Government 
Board, 

(5) In connection with the transfer of powers and duties 
to or from the Minister by or under this Act, the provisions 
set out in the First Schedule to this Act shall have effect. 


inSis^ciedSe Libraries Act, 1892, there are 29 statutes mentioned 
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FIRST SCHEDULE. 

TEAIS-SITOBY PROVISIONS. 

1. In the construction and for the purposes of any Act of 
Parliament, judgment, decree, order, aiv^ard, deed, contract, 
regulation, byelaw, or other document passed or made before 
the transfer to or from the Slinister from or to any other 
Government department of any powers or duties by or 
under this Act, but so far only as ma}^ be necessary for the 
purpose of such transfer, the name of the Minister or of the 
other Government department shall be substituted for the 
name of the other Government department or of the Minister, 
as the case may require. 

2. Where anything has been commenced by or under the 
authority of any other Government department or the 
Minister before the transfer to the Minister or another 
Government department of any powers or duties by or 
under this Act, and such thmg is in relation to the powers or 
duties so transferred, such thing may be carried on and 
completed by or under the authority of the Minister or the 
other Government department, as the case may be. 

3 . Where at the time of the transfer of any powers or 
duties by or imder this Act any legal proceeding is pending 
to which any Government department or the Minister is a 
party, and such proceeding has reference to the powers and 
duties transferred by or under this Act, the Minister or the 
other Government department shall be substituted in such 
proceeding for the other Government department or the 
Minister, as the case may be and such proceeding shall not 
abate by reason of the substitution. 

TRANSFER OF POWERS OF SOKISTRY OF HEALTH TO BOARD OF 

EDUCATION. 

The Ministry of Health (Public libraries. Museums and 
Gymnasiums, Transfer of Powers) Order, 1920, 

(S. R. & O. 1920, No. 810.) 

1. This Order may be cited as the Ministry of Health 
(Public Libraries, Museums and Gymnasiums, Transfer of 
Powers) Order, 1920. 
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2. On and after the 17th day of May, 1920, the powers 
and duties of the Minister of Health specified in the Schedule 
hereto shall he transferred to the Board of Education. 

3* On and after the 17th day of May, 1920, the notices 
required by subsection (4) of section 3 of the Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 1891, and section 8 of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1901,^ shall be given to the Board of Education in 
addition to the Minister of Health. 

SCHEDULE. 

Statute conferring power Power or duty transferred to the 
or duty. Board of Education. 


Public Health Act, 1875, To confirm, allow or disallow byelaws 
s. 184,^ as applied by made by an urban authority for regu- 
s. 7 (2) of the Museums lating the conduct of persons admitted 
and Gymnasiums Act, to museums and gymnasiums. 

1891. 

Public Health Act, 1875, To confirm, allow or disallow byelaws 
s. 184,® as appHed by made by a library authority for certain 

s. 3 (2) of the Public purposes relating to libraries, museums. 

Libraries Act, 1901.® art schools and galleries. 

Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, 1891^ 

S. 12 (1) - - - To consent to the sale by an urban 

authority of a museum or gymnasium 
which is unnecessary or too expensive. 

S. 12 (2) - - - To approve the application of moneys 

arising from such sale, after repayment 
of any loan, so far as such moneys are 
applied for the purpose of a museum or 
gymnasium or for library or educational 
purposes, but not otherwise. 

Public Libraries Act, 

18925— 

S. 12 (3) - - - To sanction the sale or exchange of land 

vested in a library authority and to 
approve the application of the moneys 
arising from the sale or received by way 
of equality of exchange, so far as such 
moneys are applied for library or edu- 
cational purposes, but not otherwise. 

(1) Ante, p. 33. (2) Ante, p. 47. Ante~v. 32. 

(4) ArUe, p. 72. (6) Ante, p. 13. 
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Miscellaneous Legislation. 

Malicious Damage Act, 1861.^ 

(24 & 25 Viet. c. 97, s. 39.) 

39. Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously destroy 
or damage any Book, Manuscript, Picture, Print, Statue, 
Bust, or Vase, or any other Article or Thing kept for the 
purposes of Art, Science, or Literature, or as an Object of 
Curiosity, in any Museum, Gallery, Cabinet, Library, or other 
Repository, which Museum, Gallery, Cabuiet, library, or 
other Repository is either at all times or from time to time 
open for the admission of the public or of any considerable 
number of persons to view the same, either by the permission 
of the Proprietor thereof or by the pajmient of money 
before entering the same, or any Picture, Statue, Monument, 
or other Memorial of the Dead, pahited Glass, or other 
Ornament or Work of Art, in any Church, Chapel, Meeting 
House, or other Place of Divine Worship, or in any Building 
belonging to the [Kmg], or to any County, Riding, Division, 
City, Borough, Poor Law Union, ^ Parish, or Place, or to 
any University, or College or Hall of any University, or to 
any Inn of Court, or in any Street, Square, Churchyard, 
Burial Ground, Public Garden or Ground, or any Statue ox 
Monument exposed to Public view, or any Ornament, Rail- 
ing, or Fence surrounding such Statue or Monument, shall 
be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding 
Six Months, with or without Hard Labour, and, if a Male 
under the Age of Sixteen Years, with or without Whipping ; 
provided that nothing herein contained shall be deemed to 
affect the Right of any Person to recover, by Action at Law, 
Damages for the Injury so committed. 

Ecclesiastical Commissioners Act, 1866.^ 

(29 & 30 Viet. c. Ill, s. 7.) 

7. Whereas there is in the Palace at Lambeth a library, 
to which the Pubho have for a long Period had Access at 
<j§rtain Times and under certain Restrictions, the Cost of 

(1) Short title given hy the Short Titles Act, 1896. 

(2) The words “ poor law nnion ” repealed by the Local Govemmeixt Act, 1929, 

137 and 12th sch.. Part I. 
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the Custody and Maintenance of which has been heretofore 
defrayed out of the gross Revenues arising from the Estates 
of the See of Canterbury : And whereas such Estates have 
now become transferred to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for England : Be it enacted, That the Cost of the Main- 
tenance of such Library, and of the Custody of the Books 
therein, may, if the said Commissioners think fit, by the 
like Authority, of a Scheme passed by the Commissioners 
and an Order of [His] Majesty in Council^ ratifying the same, 
be defrayed out of the Rents and Profits of such Estates. 


Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. 

(7 Ed. 7. c. 53, s. 59.) 

INEECTED PERSONS, PROVISIONS AS TO TTSE OP LIBRARY 

BOOKS. ^ 

59. — (1) If any person knows that he is suffering from an 
infectious disease he shall not take any book or use or cause 
any book to be taken for his use from any public or circula- 
ting Hbrary. 

(2) A person shall not permit any book which has been 
taken from a pubhc or circulating library, and is under his 
control, to be used by any person whom he knows to be 
suffering from an infectious disease. 

(3) A person shall not return to any public or circulating 
library any book which he knows to have been exposed to 
infection from any infectious disease, or permit any such 
book which is under his control to be so returned, but shall 
give notice to the local authority that the book has been 
so exposed to infection, and the local authority shall cause 
the book to be disinfected and returned to the library, or to 
be destroyed.^ 


(1> There seems to have been, no Order -cinder this section. 

(2) This section e3:tends to only those districts to -which it has been applied 
by Order of the IMHnistry of Health, such orders being readily granted on the 
application of any local authority. 

(3) In some localities snoh books are destroyed only in oases of certain infectio-ns 
diseases, in others all infected books are destroyed. Where books are not actually 
destroyed they are disinfected and returned to the library by the local authority. 
It is sometimes the c-ostom to send any confiscated book to the local hospitals, 
a praotlce rather to be avoided than followed. 
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(4) The local authority shall paj" to the proprietor of the 
library from which the book is procu: ed the value of any 
book destroyed under the power given by this section.^ 

(5) If any person acts in contravention of or fails to 
comply vith this section, he shall be liable in respect of each 
offence to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings.^ 


Manorial Documents. 

As many public librarians are also custodians of Manorial 
and other local documents, records and archives,® it has 
been thought advisable to include the following legislation. 

Law of Property Act, 1922. 

(12 & 13 Geo. 5. e. 16, s. 144 as amended.^) 

144. Any person interested in enfranchised land may on 
payment of the fee prescribed by the Lord Chancellor, 
inspect at any reasonable hour any Court Rolls of the manor 
of which the land was held ; and Court Rolls shall (whether 
before or after the manorial incidents have been extinguished), 
for the purposes of section fourteen of the Evidence Act, 
1851,^ be deemed to be documents of such a public nature 
as to be admissible in evidence on their mere production 
from the proper custody. 

144a, — (1) All manorial documents shall be under the 
charge and superintendence of the Master of the Rolls. 


(1) In the case of a hook belonging to a commercial oircnlatiiig librarj, 
compensation is paid by the local authority to the owner of such library, but in 
the case of public library books the Medical Officer of Health for the district 
compensates the library authority out of monies allowed for that purpose by the 
Ministry of Health. 

(2) As to offences in Libraries, see the Libraries Offences Act, 1S9S, ante, 

p. 28. 

(3) For list of public libraries having charge of such documents, records or 
archives, see the latest edition of the “ Librarian’s Guide” (The Literary Year Book 
Press Ltd., Liverpool). 

(4) This section was amended by the Law of Property Act, 1924 (15 Geo. 5, 
e. 5, s. 2, and 2nd Schedule), as follows : — 

“ 2. The principal Act shall be amended ... in the manner appearing 
in the Second Schedule to this Act.” 

The said Second Schedule contains detailed amendments, number two of 
which reads : “ The following section shall be inserted after section one hundred 
and forty-four of the principal Act,” This section to be inserted is reprinted 
above, 144 a. 

(5) Section 14 of the Evidence Act, 1851, enacts that whenever any book or 
document is of such a public nature as to be admissible in evidence on its mere 
production from the proper custody, any copy thereof or extract therefrom shall 
be admissible in evidence in any Court of Justice, provided it be proved to be 
an examined copy or extract. 
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(2) Save as hereinafter provided, manorial documents 
shall remain in the possession or under the control of the 
lord for the time bemg of the manor to which the same 
relate and he shall not be entitled to destroy or damage 
wilfully such documents. 

(3) The Master of the Rolls may from time to time make 
such enquiries as he shall think fit for the purpose of ascer- 
taining that any manorial documents are in the proper 
custody, and are being properly preserved, and the lord 
of the manor to which such documents relate, or the govern- 
ing body of any pubhc library, or museum or historical or 
antiquarian society, to which the same may have been 
transferred, as hereinafter provided, shall furnish the Master 
of the Rolls with all such information with respect thereto 
as he may require. 

(4) The Master of the Rolls may direct that any manorial 
documents which, in his opinion, are not being properly 
preserved, or which he is requested by the lord of a manor 
to deal with under this subsection, shall be transferred to 
the Public Record Office, or to any public library, or museum 
or historical or antiquarian society, which may be willing to 
receive the same, and if the same shah be transferred to any 
public library, or museum or historical or antiquarian society, 
the governing body thereof shall thereafter have the custody 
thereof and shall be responsible for the proper preservation 
and indexing thereof. 

(5) Nothing contained in this section shall prejudice or 
affect the right of any person to the production and delivery 
of copies of any manorial documents or to have the same 
kept in a proper state of preservation; in particular the 
lord of the manor shall remain entitled to require the same 
to be produced to him or in accordance with his directions, 
free of any cost. 

(6) In this section “ manorial documents ’’ mean court 
rolls, surveys, maps, terriers, documents and books of every 
description relating to the boimdaries, franchises, wastes, 
customs or courts of a manor, but do not include the deeds 
and other instruments required for evidencing the title 
to a manor; “ manor includes a lordship and a reputed 
lordship; and “lord of the manor’’ includes any person 
entitled to manorial documents. 
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(7) The Master of the Rolls may make rules for giving 
efiect to this section, and may revoke or vary any such 
rules.^ 

Manorial Document Rules, 1926. 

(S. R. 0. 1925, Xo. 

The Manorial Dochivients Ritlbs, 1926, dated 
December 23, 1925, :xlade by the Master of the 
Rolls under section 144A (7) of the Law of 
Property Act, 1922 (12 & 13 Geo. 5. c. 16).2 

In pursuance of the powers conferred on me by sub-section 
(7) of Section 144A of the Law of Property Act, 1922, I 
hereby make the following Rules : — 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Manorial Documents 
Rules, 1926. 

2. In these Rules unless the context otherTvuse requires — 

Governing body ’’ means the governing body of any 
public library, or museum or historial or antiquarian 
society. 

Lord of the manor ’’ means the lord for the time 
being of the manor, or any person entitled to manorial 
documents. 

“ Manorial documents ’’ mean Court rolls, surveys, 
maps, terriers, documents and books of every description 
relating to the boxmdaries, franchises, wastes, customs 
or courts of a manor, whether in being on 1st January, 
1926, or obsolete, but do not include the deeds or other 
instruments required for evidencing the title to a manor. 

The Interpretation Act, 1889, {a) applies to these Rules. 

Manorial documents in the possession or under the control of 
the Lord of the Manor. 

3. The lord of the manor shall cause all manorial documents 
in his possession or xmder his control when not in use to be 
kept in receptacles suitable for their safe and proper preserva- 
tion, approved by or on behalf of the Master of the RoUs. 


(1) See the Manorial Docmnents Rnles, 1926, ahore. 
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4 . The lord of the manor shall report to the Deputy- 
Keeper of the Public Records whether any such documents 
are damaged or decayed, so that the Deputy-Keeper may 
give direction for their renovation or repair, and the lord 
of the manor shall so far as he is able carry out such direction. 

5 . Whenever a change occurs in the ownership of manorial 
documents that change must be notified to the Deputy- 
Keeper of the Public Records. 

MaTVorial documents transferred to the custody of the governing 
body of a public library, or museum or historical or anti- 
quarian society. 

6. Whenever manorial documents are transferred to the 
governing body, they shall cause to be prepared an inventory 
thereof in the form* set out in the schedule hereto, giving 
the name of the manor to which they relate and of the person 
from whom they were transferred, a list of such documents, 
and the number and dates thereof, and shall forward a copy 
thereof, together with a report on the condition of the 
documents to the Deputy-Keeper of the Pubho Records. 

7. The governing body shah, cause all manorial documents 
not in use to be kept in receptacles suitable for their safe and 
proper preservation, and shall comply with such directions in 
relation thereto as the Master of the Rolls shall from time to 
time give. 

8. Except with the consent of the Master of the RoUs the 
governing body shall not permit any manorial document to 
pass out of their custody. 

9 . Whenever requested by tifie lord of the manor or the 
Master of the Rolls the governing body shall produce 
manorial documents to him or in accordance with his direc- 
tions. 

10 . During reasonable hours the governing body shall 
give inspection of Court rolls to any person interested in 
land enfranchised by the Law of Property Act, 1922, or 
under the Copyhold Act, 1841, (a) or the Copyhold Act, 
1894, (6) on payment of the fees authorised by those Acts. 


• Forms lor this pxirpose can be obtained by applying to the Deputy Keeper 
of the Public Records, Public Record Office, Chancery Lane, W,G. 2. 




PTTBLIC UBEAEIES. 


Ill 


11. Except with the consent of the lord of the manor or 
the Master of the Rolls the governing body shall not permit 
or suffer any person other than those referred to in Rules 9 
and 10 to inspect or make copies of any manorial documents. 

12. The governing body shall not allow manorial docu- 
ments to be inspected or copied except under the supervision 
of some responsible person. 

Erxest M. PoiiOCK, M.R. 


SCHEDULE. 

COUKTY. Paeish. MLasoe. 

Inventory of manorial documents relating to the above 
manor 

Received from 


and deposited by direction of the Master of the Rolls at 
Signature of librarian or custodian 
Date 


Nature 
of Document. 

Remarks on Condition, etc. 

Dates. 
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Parochial Libraries Act, 1708> 

(7 Anne, c. 14.) 

This statute was something of a pioneer among the public 
libraries Acts, being the first to make provision for the 
maintenance and preservation of some of the libraries 
existing at the time. It is difficult to see what was its real 
effect except, perhaps, to provide local clergy with facilities 
for study. However, it is still on the statute book, not 
having yet been repealed or amended. 

In addition to fche preamble there are eleven sections, but 
as it is of no practical use in the present day, only a summary 
of these sections, apart from the title and the preamble, is 
given here. 

An Act for the better Preservation of Parochial Libraries 
in that Part of Great Britain called England. 

Whereas in many Places in the South Parts of Great 
Britain called England and Wales, the Provision for the 
Clergy is so mean, that the necessary Expence of Books for 
the better Prosecution of their studies cannot be defrayed 
by them ; and whereas of late Years, several charitable and 
well-disposed persons have by charitable Contributions 
erected Libraries within several Parishes and Districts in 
England and Wales; but some Provision is wanting to 
preserve the same, and such others as shall be provided in 
the same Manner, from Embezihnent. 

Section one sets out that where such a library is or shall 
be erected the same shall be preserved for such use and uses 
as is and shall be given, and the orders and rules of the 
founder or founders of such libraries shall be observed and 
kept,” By section two, every “ Incumbent, Rector, Vicar, 
Minister, or Curate of a Parish ” is required to give security 
before making use of the library. He is empowered, by 
this section, to bring an “ Action of Trover and Conversion ” 
for the return of any book or books unlawfully removed, 

whereupon treble damages shall be given, with fuU cost 
of suit, . . . which damages shall be applied to the use and 
benefit of the library.” 


(1) Short title given by the Short Titles Act, 1896. 
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The Ordinaries of the Church are entitled, by section 
three, to hare free access to the librar}- at all times, and they 
may, from time to time, enquire into the state and condition 
of the said libraries and to amend and redress the grievances 
and defects. 

Sections four and five make provision for catalogues to 
be prepared and maintained. Every new incumbent is 
obliged, within six months of his installation, to make a new 
catalogue of the books, which must be duly signed by him, 
thus acknowledging the custody and possession of the books. 
It is also enacted that where there are parochial libraries 
already established, the incumbent shall, in like manner, 
prepare and sign a catalogue of the books, which must be 
delivered to the Ordinaries. 

Upon the death or removal of the incumbent the church 
wardens shall immediately lock the library to prevent 
embezzlement of the books, and the library shall remain 
closed until the new incumbent be installed (section six); 
where, however, the library has been used for public meetings 
connected with the parish, it may be used as formally, but 
otherwise it must remani locked (section seven). 

Section eight requires the incumbent to enter into a book, 
provided specially for the purpose, a record of all benefac- 
tions to the library. The Church Ordinaries are empowered, 
by section nine, to make such rules and orders “ for the 
better governing the said libraries and preserving the same.’" 
It is also required that these rides and orders shall be 
entered, from time to time, in the benefactions book or some 
other book prepared for that purpose. 

None of the books belonging to such libraries shall, in 
any case, be alienable (section ten), and in the event of any 
book being lost or taken “ it shall and may be lawful to and 
for any Justice of Peace within the County, Riding or 
Division, to grant his warrant to search for the same,” 

Section eleven is a proviso that nothing in the act is to 
extend to a “ Publick Library lately erected in the Parish of 
Ryegate, in the County of Surrey.” 


H 
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LEGISLATION GOVERNING 

THE 

“ COPYRIGHT LIBRARIES." 


H 2 
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The Cop3nright Libraries.’’ 

Certain libraries are entitled, b}* Act of Parliament, to 
receive copies of every book published in the United Kingdom. 
This privilege is granted under the following Acts and 
Statutory Rules & Orders The Copyright Act, 1911 ( 1 & 2 
Geo. 5. c. 46, ss. 15, 29 (1) (iii), 32 (2), 33 & 34): the Copy- 
right (British Museum) Act, 1915 (5 & 6 Geo. 5. c. 38); the 
British Museum (Delivery of Books) Regulations, 1915 
(S. R. 0. 1915, Xo. 775) ; and the Xational Library of Wales 
(Delivery of Books) Regulations, 1924 (S. R. O. 1924, No, 
400). 


Copyright Act, 1911, as amended by the Copyright 
(British Museum) Act, 19 I 5 . 

15. — (1) The publisher of every book^ published in the 
United Kingdom shall, within one month after the publica- 
tion,2 deliver, at his own expense, a copy of the book to the 
trustees of the British Museum, who shall give a written 
receipt for it. 

Provided that the Board of Trade ma}?", on the applica- 
tion of the Trustees of the British Museum, make regula- 
tions® excepting from the provisions of this subsection 
publications whoUj' or mainly in the nature of trade adver- 
tisements, or such classes of such publications as may be 
specified in the regulations, and thereupon it shall not be 
necessary for the publisher of any publication so excepted 
so to deliver the publication or for the trustees to give a 
receipt therefor, unless, as respects any particular publication, 
a written demand for the delivery thereof is made by the 
trustees. Every regulation under this proviso shall be laid 
before each House of Parliament as soon as may be after it 
is made, and if an address is presented to His Majesty by 
either House of Parliament within the next subsequent 


(1) For definition of book see auba. (7), post 

(2) Publication means “ the issue of copies of the work to the public ” (s. 1 (S) ). 

(3) See the British Museum (Belivery of BooiCbj Regulations. 1915, post 
p. 120. 
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twenty-one days on which the House has sat, praying that 
any such regulation may he annulled, His Majesty in Council 
may annul the regulation and it shall be thenceforth void, 
but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done thereunder before the expiration of such period.”]^ 

(2) He shall also, if written demand is made before the 
expiration of twelve months after publication, deliver 
within one month after receipt of that written demand or, 
if the demand wras made before publication, within one 
month after publication, to some depot in London named 
in the demand a copy of the book for, or in accordance with 
the directions of, the authority having the control of each 
of the following libraries, namely : the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford, the University Librarj^, Cambridge, the National 
Library of Scotland, ^ and the Library of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and subject to the provisions of this section the 
National Library of Wales.^ In the case of an encyclo- 
psedia, newspaper, review, magazine, or work published in 
a series of numbers or parts, the WTitten demand may 
include all numbers or parts of the work which may be 
subsequently published. 

(3) The copy delivered to the trustees of the British 
Museum shall be a copy of the whole book with all maps and 
illustrations belonging thereto, finished and coloured in the 
same manner as the best copies of the book are published, 
and shall be bound, sewed, or stitched together, and on the 
best paper on which the book is printed. 

(4) The copy delivered for the other authorities mentioned 
in this section shall be on the paper on which the largest 
number of copies of the book is printed for sale, and shall be 
in the like condition as the books prepared for sale. 

(6) The books of which copies are to be delivered to the 
National Library of Wales shall not include books of such 


(1) This proviso is added in aocordance -ftith the CopjTight (British Museum) 
Act. 1915. 

(2) Formerly the AdvocatevS’ Library, Edinburgh. See the National Library 

of Scotland Act, 1925, s. 5 (1) which, provides that : — “ Prom and after the 
appointed day r26th October, 1925], and subject to the provisions of this section, 
the privilege enjoyed by the Advocates* Library xindcr section fifteen of that Act 
[the Copyright Act, 1911] . . . shall be amended by the substitution of 

the words ‘ the National Library of Scotland * for the words ‘ the Library of the 
Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh * occurring therein.** 

(3) See subs. (5), post. 
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classes as may be specified in regulations to be made by the 
Board of Trade. ^ 

(6) If a publisher fails to comply with this section, he 
shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding 
five poxmds and the value of the book, and the fine shall be 
paid to the trustees or authority to whom the book ought 
to have been delivered. 

(7) For the purposes of this section, the expression 
'' book includes every part or division of a book, pamphlet, 
sheet of letterpress, sheet of music, map, plan, chart or 
table separatel^’^ published, but shall not include any second 
or subsequent edition of a book unless such edition contains 
additions or alterations either in the letterpress or in the 
maps, prints, or other engravings belonging thereto. 

29. — (1) His Majesty may, by Order in Council, direct that 
this Act (except such parts, if any, thereof as may be specified 
in the Order) shall applj- — 

[а) to works first published in a foreign countrj" to which 

the Order relates, in like manner as if they were 
first published within the parts of His Majesty’s 
dominions to which this Act extends; 

(б) to literary, dramatic, musical, and artistic works, or 

any class thereof, the authors whereof were at the 
time of the making of the work subjects or citizens 
of a foreign country to which the Order relates, in 
like manner as if the authors were British subjects; 

(c) in respect of residence in a foreign country to which 
the Order relates, in like manner as if such resi- 
dence were residence in the parts of His Majesty’s 
dominions to which this Act extends; 

and thereupon, subject to the provisions of this part of this 
Act and of the Order, this Act shall apply accordingly : 

Provided that — 

(iii) the provisions of this Act as to the delivery of copies 
of books shall not apply to works first published 
in such country, except so far as is provided by 
the Order. 

(l) See the National Library of Wales (Delivery of Books) Begxdations, 1924» 
jtost, p. 121. 
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32. — (2) Every Order in Council made under this Act shall 
be published in the London Gazette and shall be laid before 
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after it is 
made, and shall have effect as if enacted in this Act. 

33. Nothing in. this Act shall deprive any of the universities 
and colleges mentioned in the Copyright Act, 1775, of any 
copyright they already possess under that Act, but the 
remedies and penalties for infringement of any such copy- 
right shall be under this Act and not under that Act.^ 

84. There shall continue to be charged on, and paid out of, 
the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom such annual 
compensation as was immediately before the commencement 
of this Act pa3"able in pursuance of any Act as compensation 
to a library for the loss of the right to receive gratuitous copies 
of books : 

Provided that this compensation shall not be paid to a 
library in anj^ J’^ar, unless the Treasury are satisfied that the 
compensation for the previous year has been applied in the 
purchase of books for the use of and to be preserved in the 
library.^ 


The British MirsEinM (Delivery of Books) Regulation, 1915. 

(S. R. 0., 1915, No. 773.) 

The Board of Trade on the application of the Trustees 
of the British Museum, and by virtue of the powers given 
them by section 1 of the Copyright (British Museum) Act, 
1915,® hereby make the following Regulation, to come into 
operation as from the date hereof : — 

There shall be excepted from the provisions of section 15 (1) 
of the Copyright Act, 1911,® whereby the publisher of any 


<1) Copyright Act, 1775 (15 Geo. lii, c. 53). which lb repealed by Ihe present 
Act. This Act was entitled “ An Act jor enabling the two iiniTerHities in England, 
the tour Universities in Scotland, and the tsevcral colleges of Eton. Westminster 
and Winchester, to hold in perpetuity their eopjTight in books, given or bequeathed 
to the said universities and collcgeb, foi* the advancement of useful learning and 
other purposes of education . . .** etc., etc. In 1801 Trinity College, Dublin, 

was added. The result of this section is that these Universities and Colleges 
are not deprived of any of their existing cop^rrights, but are prevented from 
holding any new perpetual copyi'ights. 

(2) The compensation here referred to is that payable under the Copyright 
Act, 1836 (6 & 7 Will, iv, e. 110) to Sion College, the four Universities of Scotland 
and the King’s Inn, Dublin, for the loss of the right to i-ecoive copies of books 
which they formerly had as “ copyright libraides.*’ The privilege was repealed 
by the Act of 1836 and, although that Act is repealed by the present Act, the 
compensation paid to these libraries vmder that Act still continues. 

(3) Ante, p. 117. 
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book published in the United Kingdom is required within 
one month after the publication to deliver, at his own expense, 
a copy of the book to the Trustees of the British Museum, 
the following publications, viz. : — 

Trade Advertisements, 

Trade Cards, 

Trade Catalogues, 

Trade Circulars, 


Trade Labels, 

Trade Leaflets, 
Trade Plans, 

Trade Posters, 
Trade Price Lists 
Trade Prospectuses, 
Trade Show Cards, 
Trade Wrappers. 

Dated this 9th day of August, 1915. 


Trade Coupons, 
Trade Designs, 
Trade Forms, 


The National Library or Wales (DeHver^'^ of Books) 
RegyLuAttons, 1924.”’^ 

(S. R. 0„ 1924, No. 400.) 

The Board of Trade in pursuance of Section 15 (5) of the 
Copyright Act, 1911,^ hereby make the following regula- 
tions : — 

1, These Regulations may be cited as the National Library 
of Wales (Delivery of Books) Regulations, 1924, and shall 
come into operation on the 1st day of May, 1924. 

2. The books, of which copies are to be delivered to the 
National Library of Wales in pursuance of Section 15 of the 
Copyright Act, 1911, shall not include any book of the following 
classes, viz. : — 

Books (other than books written wholly or mainly in Welsh 
or any other Celtic language, or relating wholly or mainly 
to the antiquities, language, literature, philology, history", 
religion, arts, crafts, or industries of the Welsh or other Celtic 
peoples, or relating wholly or mainly to the natural history 
of Wales) of which : 

(i) The number of copies in the published edition^ does 

(1) These regulAtions revoke and replace the National Library of Wale^ 
(Delivery of Books) Regulations, 1912. The present regulations are the ^me 
as those of 1912, but with the addition of the clause “ if the published edition 
has been imported from a foreign coTintry, does not ezeeed 100,” contained in 
subs, (i) of s. 2, 

(2) Ante, p. 118. 

(3) As to “ published edition,” see s, 3, post. 
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not exceed 300; or, if the published edition has 
been imported from a foreign country, does not 
exceed 100; or 

(ii) The number of copies in the published edition does 

not exceed 400, and the published price of each 
volume exceeds £5; or 

(iii) The number of copies in the published edition does 

not exceed 600, and the published price of each 
volume exceeds £10. 

8. For the purposes of these regulations the published 
edition of a book includes all copies of the same work published 
by the same publisher or his successor in business in a form 
substantially the same with respect to printing, illustrations 
and general condition. 

The National Library of Wales (Delivery of Books) 
Regulations, 1912,^ are hereby revoked. 

Dated this 7th day of April, 1924. 


(1) S. R. O., 1912, No. 635. 
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Select Bibliography of Library Law. 

This bibliography consists of references to text -books 

only ; papers in the various professional and other journals 

are not included. 

BROWN (J. D.). Manual of librarj' economy. Tlurd and 
Memorial edition, revised and re-viitten by W. C. Benriek 
Sayers. London : Grafton & Co., 1920. 

BUTTERWORTH’S twentieth century statutes, anno- 
tated (Vol. 3 and continuations). [Now issued annually.] 
London : Butterwrorth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd., 1910, 
in progress. 

CHAMBERS (G. F.) and H. FOVARGEE. The law 
relatii^ to public libraries and museums. Fourth edition. 
London : Knight & Co., 1899. 

CHITTY (Joseph). Statutes of practical utility (Vol. 7 
and continuations). Sixth edition. London : Sweet & 
Maxwell, Ltd., 16 Vols., 1911-13, with annual continua- 
tions. 

CHRONOLOGICAL Table and Index to the Statutes 
(Vol. 2, tit. “ Library ”). London ; His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office, issued annually. 

ENCYCLOP.®MA of the Laws of England (Vol. 8). 
Second edition. London : Sweet & Maxwell, 17 Vols., 
1906-19. 

ENCYCLOP.®DIA of Local Government Law (exclusive of 
the Metropolis) (Vols. 1, 4 and supplements). London ; 
Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd., 7 Vols., 1906-8, 
with aimual supplements to date. 

FOVARGUE (H. W.). Summary of the law relating to 
public libraries. Eastbourne : W. H. Christian, 1922. 

FOVARGUE (H. W.). Adoption of the pubhc libraries 
Acts in England and Wales. London : Simpkin, Marshall, 
Hamilton, Kent & Co., 1896. (Library Association 
Series, No. 7.) 

FOVARGUE (H. W.) and J. J. OGLE. Public Ubrary 
legislation. London ; Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent 
& Co., 1893. (library Association Series, No. 2.) 
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GLEN (W. C.)- Law of public health and local government. 
Fourteenth edition. London : Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd., 
2 Vols., 1925. 

GRAY (Dtjncan). County library systems : their history, 
organisation and administration. London : Grafton & 
Go., 1922. 

HALSBURY (Eael of). Laws of England (Vol. 23 and 
supplement). London : Butterworth & Co (Publishers), 
Ltd., 31 Vols., 1907-19, and annual cumulative supple- 
ment. 

[HALSBURY’ S Statutes of England.] The complete 
statutes of England classified and amiotated, in con- 
tinuation of Halsbury’s Laws of England. London : 
Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd. [21 Vols., 1929-30, 
in course of publication.] 

LUMLEY (W. G.). The Public Health Acts. Ninth edition. 
London : Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), Ltd., 2 Vols., 
1922-23. [Tenth edition, 3 Vols., 1930, in the press.] 

MACLEOD (R. D.). County rural libraries : their policy 
and organisation. London : Grafton & Co., 1923. 

PUBLIC General Acts. London ; His Majesty’s Stationery 
Office, issued annually. 

PUBLIC Libraries Committee. Report on public libraries 
in England and Wales. Presented by the President of 
the Board of Education to Parliament by command of 
His Majesty, May, 1927. London : His Majesty’s Sta- 
tionery Office, 1927.^ 

ROEBUCK (G. E.) and W. B. THORNE. A primer of 
library practice. London : Grafton & Co., 1914. 

SANDERSON (C. R.). Library law : a text-book for the 
professional examinations in library organisation. London: 
J. & E. Bumpus, Ltd., 1925. 

STATUTES Revised. Second edition. London : His 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1888, in progress. 

YUST (W. F.). library legislation. Edition two, revised. 
Chicago : A.L.A. Publishing Board, 1921. (Reprint of 
Manual of Library Economy, Chapter IX.) 


(1) Command paper No. Cmd. 2868, of 1927, price 6s. net. 
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Soles and Begnlations. 

Draft Code of Rules and Regulations for Public Libraries 
in the London and Home Counties Area as adopted by the 
London and Home Counties Branch of the library Asso- 
ciation at Sion College, 25th April, 1928. [Reprinted by 
the courtesy of the Library Association.] 


GEKERAIi. 

1. In the construction of these Rules and Regulations : — 

(а) “ Library ” means any and every Library, and the 

several rooms, offices, passages, staircases, en- 
trances and exits forming part of the premises 
and adjacent thereto, established by the Library 
Authority under the provisions of the Public 
Libraries Acts, 1892-1919, or any other statutory 
modification thereof ; 

(б) ‘‘ Book ” means any and every book, periodical, 

newspaper, pamphlet, picture, print, photograph, 
map, chart, plan or manuscript, or any other 
article of a like nature forming part of the contents 
of the Library ; 

(c) ‘‘ Authority means the Council 

of (or its Library Committee), 

being the Austerity for administering the Public 

Libraries Acts within the said *, and 

'' Librarian ” means the- Librarian 

of the said or in his absence any 

Assistant in charge. ^ 

2. The Librarian shall have the general charge of the 
Library, and shall be responsible for the safe keeping of the 
books and of all other property belonging thereto. 

3. The Departments of the Libraries/Library shall be 
open on such days and at such hours as the Authority may 
from time to time determine. 

Note. — ^These times are notified in the respective 
Departments. 
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LEHDIHG LIBEABIES. 

Qiialification of Readers — Readers' Tickets. 

4. Books may be borrowed for home reading by persons 
qualified or qualifying as under : — 

(а) Ratepayers of the Borough of 

(i) whose names appear on the current Register of 
Electors of the Borough, or (ii) who shall produce 
a receipt for current Borough rates or other satis- 
factory evidence of ratepaying qualification, may 
borrow books on their own responsibility, after sign- 
ing the application form provided for the purpose. 

(б) Other residents and non-resident employees, and 

persons attending educational institutions in the 
Borough, over 14 years of age, may borrow^ books 
but must first obtain a recommendation from a 
duly qualified person as defined in (a) above, whose 
liability shall not exceed the sum of Two Pounds, 
and must sign the application form provided for 
the purpose. 

Note. — ^F or persons under 14 years of age, see 
Rule 16. 

(c) Any person resident or employed in the Borough, 

unable or not desiring to obtain the recommendation 
of a qualified person as defined in {a) above, may 

borrow books on leaving a deposit of ^ with 

the Librarian. 

(d) Persons other than those duly qualified under (a) and 

(6) above may be granted the privilege of borrowing 

books on paying an annual subscription of^ 

and obtaining a recommendation from a duly 
qualified person as defined in (a) above (or in lieu 
of this recommendation by paying a deposit of 

^ ). Such borrowers must conform to all 

the rules of the Libraries/Library, and shall have 
no privileges other than those possessed by the 
other borrowers. 


(1) The Committee xecommend that these sums should in no case exceed lO*. 
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5. Applications for tickets must be made on the form 
provided for the purpose, and the signing of the form will 
be regarded as an assent to these Rules and Regulations. 
Tickets are not transferable, and the loss of a ticket, or a 
change of address, must be notified at once. 

6. Any duly enrolled borrower may obtain, in addition 
to an Ordinary Ticket available for aU classes of literature, 
an Extra Ticket available for all classes of literature save 
prose fiction. Further extra tickets may be issued at the 
discretion of the Libraries Committee. 

CONDITIOXS OF ISSUE AND USE OF BOOKS. 

7. The time allowed for reading books is fourteen days, 
excluding the day of issue ; but the time may be extended 
for a further period of fourteen days, dating from the day of 
intimation, on notice being given either personally or in 
writing to the Librarian, provided that the book is not required 
by another borrower. Borrowers detaining books beyond 
fourteen days unless extension has been granted, shall be 
liable to a fine of one penny per week or portion of a week for 
each book so detained. 

8. Only registered borrower engaged in changing books 
shall have the right of access to the Lending Library(ies), but 
their representatives may be admitted at the discretion of 
the Librarian. Handbags, baskets, etc., must be left at the 
counter if required. 

9. Returned books shall be delivered into the hands of an 
officer of the Library, and if on examination are found to have 
sustained any damage, the borrower or guarantor shall be 
called upon to pay the amount of the damage or to replace 
the book or series to which it belongs by a new copy of equal 
value. 

10. Readers may have a particular book reserved for them 
on its return to the Library by notifying the Librarian and 
paying the cost of posting an intimation that it is available.^ 

11. No person shall take out of any Library any book for 
use in any house in which there is a person suffering from 
infectious disease, and no person shall return to any such 

(1) The question as to whether only non-fictional books may be reserved or 
whether the privilege shall be extended to all books in the Lending Library U 
left to the decision of individual Authorities. 




12S 


THE LAW EELATIISTG TO 


Library any book which has been exposed to infection from 
any iirfectious disease, but shall at once give notice to the 
Medical Officer of Health and leave the book at the office of the 
Medical Officer of Health, or hand it over to any Sanitary 
Inspector acting on his behalf, who shall canse the same to 
be disinfected or destroyed. Readers not complying with 
this Regulation are liable under the Public Health (London) 
Act, 1891, section68, to a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds.^ 

BEPEEENCE UBEAEIBS. 

12. Any person over the age of 14, and such others as the 
Librarian may permit, can use the Reference Library(ies). 
No reader’s tickets are required 

13. No books, maps, manuscripts or other articles may be 
taken out of the Reference Library(ies), and it is forbidden 
to write or make any marks upon them. Tracing and the use 
of ink is forbidden except by permission of the Librarian. 

EEADIKG EOOMS. 

{Periodicals Rooms.) 

14. No persons under 14 years of age are allowed to use 
these rooms, except by permission of the Librarian or his 
assistants. 

15. No newspaper or magazine shall be retained longer than 
ten minutes after it has been enquired for by another reader, 

«IUJMJL0E xjdbeaeies. 

{Children’s Booms.) 

16. The Children’s Reading Room(s) and Lending 
LibTary(ies) are free to every boy or girl of school age residing 

in or attending day schools in 

on obtaining a recommendation from their parents, guardians 
or school teachers. 


(1) According to the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, s. 59 (5), ande, 
p. 107, the penalty shall not exceed forty shillings. 
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DRAFT CODE OF BYELAWS. 

Important — ^It must be clearly understood that the 
following set of Byelaws is merely the provisional draft 
submitted by the Library Association to the Board of 
Education. At the time of going to press the Board had 
neither allowed nor disallowed these byelaws, the^" being 
still under consideration. The following, therefore, may 
not represent the Code as it will ultimately appear, duly 
approved by the Library Association and allowed by the 
Board of Education, but it is re-printed, by the kind 
permission of the Library Association, as indicating broadly 
the lines upon which other sets of byelaws might be drafted. 

BYELAWS made imder Section 3 of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1901, by the 

Insert : Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough 

of acting by the Council ; or (in London) 

Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Metropolitan 
Borough of or ‘‘Urban District {or 

Parish) Council of ; or “ Joint Com- 

mittee appointed by the Town Council or Urban District 
Council or Parish Council of and the 

Town Council or Parish Council of ; 

or “ Commissioners for Public Libraries and Museums for 
the Parish of or County Council of 

(hereinafter referred to as the Library 

Authority.) 

At a meeting of the duly convened and 

held at on the day of 

19 . 

In the construction of these Byelaws : 

{a) “ Library ” means any and every library, and the 
several rooms, of&ces, passages, staircases, en- 
trances and exits forming part thereof and adja- 
cent thereto, established by the Library Authority 
under the provisions of the Public Libraries Acts, 
1892-1919, or any other statutory modification 
thereof. 


I 
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(6) “ Book ” means any and every book, periodical, 
newspaper, pamphlet, picture, print, photograph, 
map, chart, plan or manuscript, or any other 
article of a like nature forming part of the 
contents of the library. 

(1) A person shall not engage in audible conversation 
in any reading-room in the library. 

(2) A person shall not wilfully obstruct any officer or 
servant of the library Authority in the execution of his 
duty or wilfully disturb, interrupt or annoy any other 
person in the proper use of the Library. 

(3) A person shall not cause or allow any dog or other 
animal belonging to him or under his control to enter or 
remain in the Library, or bring into any part of the library 
a bicycle or other wheeled vehicle or conveyance. 

(4) A person, other than an officer or servant of the 
library Authority, shall not enter or remain in any part 
of the library, not set apart for the use of the public. 

(6) A person shall not light any match, or smoke tobacco 
or any like substance in any part of the Library. 

(6) A person shall not carelessly or negligently damage, 
soil, deface, write on, injizre or destroy any of the books, 
periodical publications or other property of the library. 

(7) A person, other than an officer of the Library Authority, 
shall not offer anything for sale in the library, nor affix 
or post any bill, placard or notice to or upon any part 
of the library. 

(8) A person who is offensively unclean in person or in 
dress, or who is suffeiing from an offensive disease shall not 
enter or use the library. 

(9) A person shall not lie on the benches, chairs, tables or 
floor in or of the library. 

(10) A person shall not partake of refreshment in the 
Library. 

(11) A person shall not give a false name or address for 
the purpose of entering any part of the library, or obtaining 
any privilege therefrom. 

(12) A person shall not make a tracing of any portion of 
any book without the permission of the Librarian. 
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(13) A person, other than an officer or servant of the 
library Authority, shall not take any book from any 
lending or home-reading department of the library, unless 
it has been stamped and issued to that person by the assistant 
on duty at the counter. 

(14) A person, other than an officer or servant of the 
Library Authority, shall not take any book from any refer- 
ence department or reading room of the library. 

(15) Every person who shall oSend against any of the 
foregoing Byelaws shall be liable for a iSrst ofEence to a 
penalty of Two pounds, and for a second and each subsequent 
offence Eive pounds. Provided, nevertheless, that the 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction, before whom any pro- 
ceedings may be taken in respect of any such offence, may, 
if the Court think fit, adjudge the payment of any sum less 
than the full amount of the penalty imposed by tMs Byelaw. 

(16) Every person who shall commit any offence against 
the libraries Offences Act, 1898, or against any of the 
foregoing Byelaws, may be excluded or removed from the 
Library by any officer or servant of the library Authority 
in any one of the several cases hereinafter specified, that 
is to say : — 

(i) Where the offence is committed within the view of 

such officer or servant, and the name and residence 
of the person committing the offence are unknown 
to and cannot readily be ascertained and verified 
by such officer or servant. 

(ii) Where the offence is committed within the view of 

such officer or seirvant and from the nature of 
such offence, or from any other fact of which 
such officer or servant may have knowledge, or 
of whicb> he may be credibly informed, there may 
be reasonable ground for belief that the continuance 
in the Library of the person committing the offence 
may result in another offence against the Act or 
against the Byelaws, or that the exclusion or 
removal of such person from the library is otherwise 
necessary as a security for the proper use and 
regulation thereof. 
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INDEX 

References to repealed sections or parts of sections, have 
not been included in this index. The figures in parenthesis 
after a page number thus — (2), refer to a footnote. 


ABUSIVE language in library, 23 | 

ACCOUOTS and AUDIT. 

Abstract of accounts, 53 
Audit by district auditors, 59 ; 
under local Acts, 63(2) 
of Combined urban districts, 28 
of County council, 40, 41, 67 
Extracts and copies of, 20, 
54, 67, 82 

General provisions, 53 
Half-yearly accounts, dispensa- 
tion with, 81(3) 

Inspection of accounts by rate- 
payers, 19, 20, 54, 67, 82. 
of Municipal borough, 19, 63 
of Museum, under ^Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 72 
Notice of audit in local news- 
paper, 54 
of Parisli, 81 

Presence of ratepayers at audit, 
55 

Beport of auditor on, 56 
of Urban authority, 19, 53 

ACQUISITION 

of Land, compulsory, 42, 89, 92 ; 
advertising of, 93 ; copies of 
order of, 94; objections to, 
90 ; rules for, 92 

ADMISSION 

to Lectures, charge for, 16(5) 
to Library, 12 ; regulations for, 
15 

to Museum, 12, 70 
ADOPTION 

by Boroughs 7(4), 9, 26, 42 
by City of Loudon, 20 
by Combiued parishes, 11 
by County councils, 37 
by Coun^ council, rescinding of 
resolution of, 41 
by Metropolitan boroughs, 84, 85 
of Museums and Gymnasium Act, 
69 

Notice of, to Ministry of Health 
and Board of Education, 33, 
33(6) 


ADOPTION — continued. 
by Parish, 7^4), 9, 74, 79 
by Poll of voters, S( 1) 
by Rural districts, 7f4), 9 
by Urban district, 7(4), 9, 26, 42 
ADOPTIVE ACTS 

Supplemental provisions as to, 
79 

Transfer of pow’ers under, 74 
ADVOCATES Library, Edinburgh, 
118(2) 

AGREEMENT 

Between library authorities, 32 
of Combination between parishes, 

1 1 ; urban districts, 27 
Termination of. 22 
ALTERATIONS, loans allowed for, 
18(4) 

AMALGAMATION— 5ce ComaiNA- 

TI02T ” 

ANCIENT monuments, compulsory 
acquisition of site of, 91 
APPROPRIATION OF LAND 

under Museums and Gymna- 
siums Act, 72 

See also “ Acquisition of 
Land Land ** 
ARBITRATION, settlement of dis- 
putes by, on termination of 
agreement, 23 
ART galleries or schools, 12 
Combination between, 1 6 
Offences in, 28(5), 32 
Power of provision of, termi- 
nation, 42 

AUDIT — see ‘‘Accounts and Au- 
dit ” 

AUDITOR 

Appointment of, in municipal 
corporation, 63 

Orders of, as to production of 
books, etc., 54, 55 
Remuneration of, 53 
See also “Accounts and Au- 
I DiT ” ; “ District Audi- 

tors ” 
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BANKRUPTCY as disqualification 
for election as Commissioner, 
78 

BETTING in libraries, 29 
BIBLIOGRAPHY of librar 3 ’’ law, 
select, 123 
BINDING, 14 
BOARD OP EDUCATION 

Application for order rescinding 
agreement between county 
council and existing library 
authority, 41 

Compulsory purchase, regula- 
tions of, 92 

Confirmation of byelaws by, 
32(3), 47, 48, 104 
Confirmation of order for com- 
pulsory acquisition of land, 
89 

Notice of adoption to, 33, 33(6) 
Sanction of, required for sale 
or exchange of land, 13 
Transfer of certain power from 
Charity Commissioners to, 
15(6), 101; from Ministry of 
Health to, 103; of powers 
from Department of Science 
and Art to, 16 
BOARDS of Guardians, 77 
BODLEIAN LIBRARY 

Delivery of books under Copy- 
right Act to, 118 

BOOK 

Definition of, for purpose of 
Copyright Act, 119; in Li- 
brary Association’s draft 
cod© of byelaws, 130 
Infected, confiscation of, 106; 

compensation for 107(1) 
Provision of, 14 

Purchase of, loans allowed for, 
18(4) 

BOOK-BINDING, 14 
BOROUGH 

Accounts and audit, 53 
Adoption in, 7(4), 9, 26, 42 
Expenses in, 17 

See also “Metropolitan Bo- 
bottgh”; “Urban Dis- 
trict ” 

BORROWING 

by County council, 37, 38 ; period 
of, 38 

by County councils, general provi- 
sions as to, 65 


BORROWING — continued. 

General provisions as to, 49 
by Parish, 49( 1 ), 76 
Periods of, 50, 66 
Sanction of Ministry of Health 
required for, 18, 65, 76 
Subject to regulations, 50 
Under Museums and Gymna- 
siums Act, 72 ; Public Health 
Act, 18, 49 

by Urban authority, 51 
See also “ Loans ” 

BRITISH MUSEUM 

Delivery of books under Copy- 
right Act to, 117, 120 
Exemption from income tax 
" for, 88 
BUILDING 

Agreement between library 
authorities to share cost of, 
32 

Loans allowed for, 18(4) 

BUILDINGS 

Free from income tax, 87 
Provision of, 12 
Repair and alteration of, 12 
BYELAWS, 15(1) 

According to provisions of the 
Public Health Act, 1875, 
32, 47 

Confirmation by Board of 
Education, 32(3), 47, 48, 104 
Copy of, as proof in legal 
proceedings, 48 

Draft code of, Library Associa- 
tion’s, 129 

General provisions, 47 
Offences against, 32, 47 
Power to make, 31 
Printing and distribution of, 48 
Proposed, inspection by rate- 
payers, 48; notice in local 
newspaper, 48 

Under Museums and Gymna- 
siums Act, 71 

CAMBRIDGE University Library, 
delive]^ of books under 
Copyright Act to, 118 
CHARITY Commissioners, transfer 
of certain powers to Board 
of Education, 15(6), 101 
CHARITY funds, library established 
by, combination with, 15 
CHARITY land, grant of, to library 
authority, 13, 14 
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CmCTJLATING Hbrary 

Confiscation of mfectod books 
belonging to, 106, 107 
Use of, by infected person, 
28(5), 106 

GLEBGY, parochial libraries for, 112 
CLOSING time, remaining in library 
after, 29 
COMBINATION 

Between parishes, 11. SO: 
urban districts, 27 ; county 
council and existing library 
authority, 38 

For use of library, etc., 32 
Termination of agreement, 22 
With library established out of 
charity funds, 15 
COMBINED parishes 
Adoption by, 1 1 
Expenses in, 18 
COMMISSIONEES 

Accounts and audit, 1 9 
Borrowing powers of, 18 
of Comhined parishes, 11 
Constitution of, 9 
Dis<iualification for office of, 77 
Botation of, 9 
Meetings of, 10 

Proceedings of, to be recorded, 
10 

Qualification of, 31, 77 
Term of office of, 10 
Vacancies among, 10 
COMMITTEES, 15(2) 

Appointed by combined par- 
ishes, 80, 81 

Delegation of powers by county 
council to, 39 
Education, 39 

Joint, of combined urban dis- 
tricts, 28 

in Metropolitan borough, 85 
in Urban districts, 15 
“COMMON Council,” meaning of, 
20(1), 24 

COMPENSATION 
by Local authority for confiscation 
of infected books, 107 
by Medical Officer of He^th for 
confiscation of infected 
books, 107(1) 

to Certain libraries for loss of 
“ copyright copies,” 120 

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF 
land, 12(4), 42, 89, 92 
Advertising of, 93 


; COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OP 
i LAND — continued, 

: Copies of order of. 94 

: Objections to, 90 

I Buies for, 92 

CONFISCATION of infected books, 

[ 106, 107, 107(1) 

I CONTRACT for work, etc., interest 
I in, as disqualification as 

{ Commissioner, 78 

! CONVEYANCE of land to librarj' 
j authoritv', 13 

! COPYRIGHT possessed by certain 
colleges. 120 

COPYRIGHT ACT, 1911 

Delivery of books to British 
Museum under, 117, 120; 
to certain other libraries 
under, 118 

“COPYRIGHT Ubraries,” legisla- 
tion governing, 117 ef seq, 

COUNTY BOROUGH 

Compulsory purchase of Land 
by, 42, 89, 92 

Delegation of powers to com- 
mittee by, 39 
See also ” Bobottgh ” 

COUNTY COUNCIL 

Accounts and audit, 40, 41, 67 
Adoption by 37 

And existing Hbrary authority, 
arrangement between, 38 
Audit by district auditors, 68 
Borrowing by, 37, 38; general 
provisions as to, 65; period 
of, 38 

Compulsory acquisition of land 
by, 42, 89, 92 
Expenses, 40 
Loans to parishes by, 77 
COUNTY fund as security for 
borrowing, 65 

DAMAGE — see ‘"Inj-uby”; “ Ma- 
Liciox rs IsrjuBY ” 

DEBENTURES, borrowing by 
county coun cil by, 6 7 

DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETA- 
TIONS 

“ Book,’’ for purposes of Copy- 
right Act, 119; for purpose 
of Library Association’s draft 
code of byelaws, 130 
“ Common council,” 20(1), 24 
“District,” 42, 73 
^‘Existing library area,” 43 
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DEFINITIONS — continu ed. 

•• Existing library authority/’ 
38(9), 43 

“ Financial year,” 7(2), 24, 44 
“ Library,” for purpose of 
Library Association’s draft 
code of byelaws, 129 
‘‘Local authority,” 19(5),47(2), 
61 

“ Local rate ” 61 
“ Manorial documents,” 108, 
109 

“ Overseers,” 24 
“ Parochial elector,” 34(1) 

“ Permanent works,” 18(4) 

" Prescribed,” 61 
“ Public Libraries Acts,” 43 
“ Treasury,” 61 
“ Urban authority,” 24, 35, 73 
“ Urban district,” 24, 26(3), 35 
“Vestry,” 74 
“ Voter,” 34 

DELEGATION of powers 
by County council to education 
committee, 39 

to Joint committee of combined 
urban districts, 28 
by Urban authority to committee, 
15 

DEPARTMENT of Science and Art, 
transfer of powers to Board 
' of Education, 16(3) 
DESTRUCTION of library property, 
protection against, 31, 105 
DI FFER ENTIAL rating, 41, 86 
DISINFECTION of infected books, 
106(3) 

DISORDERLY behaviour in librarj’, 
28 

DISTRICT,” meaning of, 42, 73 
DISTRICT AUDITORS 
Appointment of, 59 
Audit of accounts of county 
council by, 68 ; of parish by, 
82 

Expenses of, 62 

DOCUMENTS, manorial, 107 et seq. 


ECCLESIASTICAL land 

Compulsory acquisition of, 91, 
96 

Grant to library authority, 13 
EDUCATION committee, delegation 
of powers by county council 
to, 39 


EXISTING library authority 

And coimty comicil, arrange- 
ment between, 38 
Meaning of term, 38(9), 43 

EXPENSES 

Agreement between library au- 
thorities to share, 32 
in Boroughs, 17 
in City of London, 20 
in Combined parishes, 18 
in Combined urban districts, 27 
in Counties, 40 

of County council, charge on 
parish of, 41 

Financial statement to Minister 
of Health, 59. 61 
Lambeth Palace Library, cost 
of maintenance of, 105, 106 
of Lectures, 16(5) 
in Metropolitan boroughs, 17, 86 
of Museums, 35 

of Museum, under Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 71 
in parishes, 17(1), 33, 76 

Return of, to Minister of 
Health, 64, 67 
in Urban districts, 17 
See also ‘‘ Finance.” 


FINANCE 

Under principal Act, 16-20 
See also “ Expenses ” 
FINANCE committee, powers of, 85 
FINANCIAL statement to Minister 
of Health, 59, 61 

“FINANCIAL YEAR,” definition 
of, 7(2), 24, 47 

FITTINGS 

Loans allowed for, 18(4) 
Provision of, 12 

FRIENDLY SOCIETY, library of. 
Libraries Offences Act ex- 
tended to, 29 
FURNITURE 

Provision of, 12 
Loans allowed for, 18(4) 


GAMBLING in libraries, 29 
GLEBE land, compulsory acquisi- 
tion of, 91, 96 

GUARDIANS, 77(2) 

HALF-YEARLY accounts, abolition 
of, 81(3) 



liS'DEX. 


139 


INCOME TAX 

British Museum, exemption for, 
88 

Exemption from, 87 
INDTTSTBIAL or Provident Society, 
library of, Libraries Offences 
Act extended to, 29 
INFECTED persons, use of library 
or museum bj’, 28(5), 106 
INFECTIOUS disease, books subject 
to, treatment of, 106, 106(3) 
INJURY to library and museum 
property, protection against, 
31, 105 

INTEEPRETATION— see “ Defini- 
tions iNTESPItETATION'’ 
IRELAND, Libraries Offences Act 
extended to, 29(2) 

JOINT COMMITTEES 
of Combined parish, 81 ; urban 

districts, 28 

in Metropolitan boroughs, 86 

LAMBETH Palace Library, cost of 
maintenance of, 105, 106 

LAND 

Acquisition of, 12; under 
Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, 72 

Appropriation of, 13 ; by Vestry 
in London, 22 

Compulsory acquisition of, 
12(4), 42, 89, 92 ; advertising 
of, 93 ; copies of order of, 94 ; 
objections to, 90 ; rules for, 
92 

Disposal of, 12 

Exchange of, 13, 14; sanction 
by Board of Education for, 
104 

Hiie of, 12 

Purchase of, 12 

Sale of, 13, 14; sanction by 
Board of Education, 104 

Situate in London, compulsory 
acquisition of, 90 

Vested in library authority, 
appropriation of , 13; sale of, 

13 

Vesting of, in library authority, 

14 

LANDS Clauses Acts, 12 

Incorporation of, for compul- 
sory acquisition of land, 90 


LECTURES 

Charges for admission to, 16^5) 
Provided by library authority, 
cost of, 16(3) 

LENDING library, use by non- 
inhabitajits. 12 
LETTING of buildings, 13 
LEVY of rate. 97 

LIBEL, liabiiitv to actions for, 30(1} 

LIABILITIES ‘ 

Transfer from eountv council, 
41 

Transfer to counTv council, 39 
LIBRARIES 

Management of. 14 
Offences, 28, loo 
Provision of. 12 

LIBRARIES OFFENCES ACT, 1898, 
Extended to museums, art 
galleries, or schools under 
principal Act, 32 
Removal of persons offending 
against, 32 
Text of, 28-29 
“ LIBRARY ” 

Definition, for purposes of 
Library Association*s draft 
code of byelaws, 129 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Code of Rules and Regulations, 
125 

Draft Code of Byelaws, 129 
LIBRARY AUTHORITY 

Appropriation of land vested 
in, 13 

Elxecution of acts by, 9 
May hold land without licence 
in mortmain, 14 
Sale of land vested in, 13, 14, 
104 

Vesting of property in, 14 
See also “ County CoTOcrL’" ; 
*• Metropolitan Bo- 

roughs “ Parishes ; 
‘‘Urban Districts” 
LIBRARY COMMISSIONEBS— see 
*■ Commissioners ” 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE — see 
“ Committees ” 

LIBRARY DISTRICT, power to 
annex parish to adj oining, 1 1 
LIBRARY LAW, select bibUo- 
graphy of, 123 

LIBRARY PREMISES, use of, for 
other purposes, 13(3) 
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LIMITATION 

Effect of principal Act on rate 
under local Acts 24, 25 
of Expenditure, 7(3) 
of Rate, removal of, 38(2), 40; 
voluntary, 40. 

LOANS 

by County council to parish, 77 
by Public Works I^oans Commis- 
sions, 19 

Discharge of, 49; by county 
council, 66 

Re-borrowing to discharge, 49 

Repayment of, 18(4), 50, 66; 
normal periods allowed for, 
18(4) 

See also “ BounowiNG ” 

LOCAL ACTS 

Audit of accounts imder, 63(2) 

Extension of rate limitation by, 
7(3) 

Costs of lectures allowed under, 
16(5) 

Rate under, 24, 25 

‘ ‘ LOCAL AUTHORITY ” definition 
of, 19(5), 47(2), 61 

LOCAL (K)VERNMENT BOARD, 
transfer of powers to Ministry 
of Health, 102 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS, 

82 

‘‘ LOCAL RATE,’’ definition of, 61 

LOCAL RATES, public libraries and 
the payment of, 16(4) 

LONDON 

Act of 1893 extended to, 26(1), 
35 

Adoption in City, 20 

Expenses in, 20 

Land preserved as open space 
in, 14; situate in, compulsory 
acquisition of, 90 


MALICIOUS damage to library or 
museum property, 105 
MANORIAL DOCUMENTS 
Custody of, 107 
Definition of, 108, 109 
Inventory of, 110. 

Production and inspection of, 

110 , 111 

MAPS, provision of, 14 
MEANING of words — see “Defi- 
nitions 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH 
Adoption in, 84, 85 
Expenses in, 88 

Transfer of powers of vestries 
to, 84 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

Arbitrator of, to settle dis- 
putes, 23 

Notice of adoption to, 33 
Sanction of, for purposes of 
borrowing, 18, 65, 76; re- 
quired for appropriation of 
land, 13 

Transfer of certain powers to 
Board of Education, 103, 
104; transfer of powers of 
Local Government Board to, 
102 

MORTGAGE 

of Rates for repayment of loans, 
49, 61 

of Rates, form of, 57 

Transfer by mortgagee, 51, 52 ; 
transfer of, form of, 58 

MORTGAGEE, rights of, 52 

MORTGAGES, register of, 51; in- 
spection by ratepayers, 51 

MORTMAIN, licence in, library 
authority may hold land 
without, 14 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
Accounts and audit, 19, 63 
Expenses in, 17 

MUSEUMS 

Accounts and audit, 72 
Admission to, 12, 70; regula- 
tions for, 15 

Closing of, for repairs, 71 
Combination between, 16 
Expenses of, 35, 71 ; agreement 
between authorities to share, 
32, 33 

Management of, 14 
Offences in, 28(5), 32 
Provided under principal Act, 
Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act applied to, 33 
Provision of specimens, 14; 
under Museums and Gym- 
nasiums Act, 69, 70 ; under 
Museums and Gymnasiums 
Act, power to cease, 43 ; 
under principal Act, 12 
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MUSEDllS — continued. \ 

Sale of, 72, 73; consent of 
Board of Education, 104 
Dnder Museums sjid Gymna- 
siums Act, transfer to Ubrary 
authority, 43 
in tTrban districts, 33 
MUSEUMS AND GYMNASIUMS 
ACT, 1891 
Adoptaon of, 69 

Applied to museums under 
principal Act, 33 
Extended to London, 35 
Provision of museums under, 
power to cease, 43 
Text of, 68-73 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OP SCOT- 
LAND 

Delivery of books under Copy- 
right Act to, 118 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OP WALES 
Delivery of books under Copy- 
right Act to, 118, 121 
NEWSPAPERS, provision of, 14 

OBSCENE language in library, 28 
OFFENCES 

Against byelaws, 32, 47 
in Libraries, 28, 105 
OFFICERS 

Accounts of, audit of, 57 
Appointment and dismissal of, 
14 ; under Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 71 
OPEN spaces, land preserved for, 14 
OVERSEERS* 19(5) 

Definition of, 24 

OXFORD* saving for, in principal 
Act, 23 

PARISH council, transfer of powers 
to, 74, 80 

PARISHES 

Accounts and Audit, 19(3), 81 
Adoption in, 7(4), 9, 74, 79 
Borrowing by, 49(1), 76 
Combination of, 11, 80 
Constitution of Commissioners 
in, 9 

Expenses in, 17(1), 32* 75; 
expenses of county council 
charged on, 41 

Power to annex to adjoining 
district, 11 
Bate in, 75 


PARLIAMENTARY grant for 
schools of science or art, 16 
‘‘ PAROCHIAL ELECTOR,** mean- 
ing of, 34(1) 

PAT?.nn TTTAL hrRT?.A7?.TER 3 112 
PAROCHIAL PROPERTY, grant to 
library authoritv, 13 
PERMANENT WORKS 

Borrowing for, 59, 65, 76 
Meaning of term, 18(4) 

POOR law authorities, 14(1) 
‘^PRESCRIBED,** definition of, 61 
PROPERTY 

Transfer from county council, 
41 ; to eountv council, 39. 
PUBLIC HEALTH*^ ACT, 1875 
Audit of accounts under, 53 
Borrowing powers under, 49 
Byelaws imder, 47 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES, text of Act of 

1892, 5-25; text of Act of 

1893, 26-28 ; text of Act of 
1901, 29-36; text of Act of 
1919, 36-44 

“PUBUC LIBRARIES ACTS,** 

meaning of, 43 

PUBLIC LIBRARY, manorial docu- 
ments transferred to custodv 

of, 108 , no 

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN COMMIS- 
SIONERS, loans by, 19 


BATE 

As security for borrowing. 18 
Borrowing on credit of, 49 
library, 17 ; in City of London, 
20 ; in Oxford, 23 ; in 
parishes, 75; levy of, 97; 
levy of, in metropolitan 
borough, 88; limit on, re- 
moval of, 38(2), 40 ; limit on* 
voluntary, 40 ; under local 
Acts, 24* 25 

Mortgage of, for repayment of 
loan, 49, 51, 52; form of, 67 
Repayment of loans by, 51 
RAT!^* public libraries and the 
pavment of, 16(4) 
RE-BOBROWINa, 50 
by County eouncU, 66 
by Rural authority, 49 
by Urban authority, 49 
REGULATION of use of library, 
power to make byelaws for, 
31 
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REGULATIONS 

Code of, Libraiy Association’s, 
126 

Foi use of Museum, 70 
Power to make, 14, 15 
BELraQUlSHUENT of powers to 
coimty council, 38 
EEMOVAL of persons from library, 
32 

REPAYMENT of loans, 18{4), 49(1), 
50, 66 ; under Museums and 
Gymnasiums Act, 72, 73; 
see also “ Bobbowestg ; 

Loajsts ” 

REPEAL of repealing enactments, 
effect of, 1 

REPEALS 

Bating and Valuation Act 
(Repeals, etc.) Order, 98 
Sched^e of, to principal Act, 
25; to Act of 1901, 36; to 
Act of 1919, 44 
RESOLUTION 
of Council, adoption by, 26 
of County council, adoption by, 
37 ; power to rescind, 41 
RULES and Regulations, Library 
Association’s code of, 125 
RURAL districts and parishes — see 
“ Parishes ” 

SALE 

of Land, 13, 104 
of Museum, 72, 73, 104 
SCHOOLS for Science or Art 
Combination between, 16 
Offences in, 28{5), 32 
Parliamentary grant towards 
costs of, 16 

Provision of, 12; power to 
cease, 42 

Maintenance of, 43 
SCILLY ISLES, rating in, 97, 99, 
100(1) 

SECURITY for loss or injury to 
property, 31 

SERVANTS, appointment and dis- 
missal of, 14 
SINKING FUNDS 

Establishment of, 66(2) 
Repayment of loans by, 50, 66 
STAFF* AppointucLdiit and dismissal 
of, W 


SUB-COMMITTEE, delegation of 

powers to, 39 


TRADE literature and the Copy. 

right Act, 120, 121 
TRADE UNION, library of, Libraries 
Offences Act extended to. 29 

TRANSFER 

of Mortgages, register of, 51, 52: 
form of, 58 

of Powers — see “ Boabd of Edtt- 

OATION”; “MmiSTBY OF 

Health.” 

‘‘TREASURY,” definition of, 61 
TRINITY COLLEGE, Dublin, de- 
livery of books under Copy- 
right Act to, 118 


“URBAN AUTHORITY,” defini- 
tion of, 24, 35, 73 
URBAN DISTRICTS 

Accounts and audit, 19, 53 
Adoption in, 7(4), 9, 26, 42 
Borrowing by, 49, 51 
Combination between, 27 
Combined, expenses in, 27 
Definition of term, 24, 26(3), 35 
Ei^enses in, 17 
Library committee in, 15 
Museums in, 33 


VESTRY 

Constitution and proceedings 
of, 23 a 

Definition of, 74 

in London, appropriation of land 
by, 22 

Transfer of powers from, 74; 

to metropolitan boroughs, 84 
See also “ Pabishes ” 
“VOTER,” definition of, 34 

VOTERS 

in Urban district, consent for 
adoption, abolition of, 26 
Opinion of, 8, 20 

WELSH literature and the Copy- 

rififht Af't 




